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SGA aims to provide feminine products
BY JESSICA GRIGGS
Editor-in-Chief
A
Student
Government
Association (SGA) project in progress plans to make free feminine
hygiene products readily available
for student use by early March.
The
Feminine
Hygiene
Product Project, which was spearheaded by SGA senator Samuel
Buettner, has been in the works
for the majority of the school
year. Buettner said that family experience is what prompted him
to pursue the issue.
“Growing up in a low-income family, I saw how much
of a strain these products put on
my siblings,” Buettner said. “To
me, this project comes down to
having the ability to help make a
true difference in people’s everyday lives.”
According to a proposal for
the project that was released by
SGA, “Eighty-six percent of
women have started their period in public with no supplies.
Seventy-eight percent of women
said they felt anxious, nervous,
and panicked when starting their
period in public. Thirty-four

What do you
think of the
Newswire?
Here’s your chance
to let us know. Fill
out this survey that
will help us report
the kind of news,
sports and entertainment that you want.
<RXUVSHFLÀFDQswers will be kept
FRQÀGHQWLDOEXWZH
will use your aggregate responses to
produce the newspaper YOU want to
read.
So, please, take a
few minutes and
let us know your
thoughts at:
bit.ly/xaviernewswire-survey

percent of women said they went
home immediately, regardless
of where they were at the time.
Seventy-nine percent of women
have been forced to use toilet
paper or some other extremely
unhealthy and unsafe object because their period started without
any hygiene products.”
Physical Plant will help with
attaching the baskets that will
hold the products to the countertops in the Gallagher Student
Center (GSC) bathrooms, according to Buettner.
GSC Manager Chris Marshall
has also been active in progressing the initiative.
“I thought it was a good opportunity to help support a student
driven initiative that helps create
an inclusive environment while
providing a service to our students,” Marshall said. “Although
there are restrooms on campus
that have product dispensers for
$.25, many of these are not fully operational or always stocked.
Also, as a 24 hour facility, the
GSC allows for open accessibility
to these products for students at
times when accessibility to such

products may be limited.”
The funding for the project is
currently incomplete, and SGA
is reaching out to companies like
Proctor and Gamble for donations.
“If we cannot collect the
needed donations by the time we
need to order products, I will be
requesting the money from the
Student Senate project fund,”
Buettner said.
The proposal estimated that
the initial amount needed for the
implementation and trial period
is $1,000 and that this amount
would cover an order of 2,880
tampons and 2,400 feminine pads.
“This order is based off
of a similar project at Brown
University,” the proposal stated.
“It is the same order that Brown
8QLYHUVLW\PDNHVHYHU\ÀYHZHHNV
We are estimating this amount for
around double that time.”
“This project truly shows
how much we as the Student
Government Association care for
our constituents,” Buettner said.
Any questions or donations
can be directed to SGA by phone
at 513-745-4249 or email SGA@
Newswire photo by Sara Ringenbach
Feminine hygiene product dispensers are often low stock or out of order.
xavier.edu.

Women of Excellence offers funding
Programs foster female leadership

BY ERICA LAMPERT
Staff Writer
The Women of Excellence
(WOX) program was created in
RUGHU WR UHFRJQL]H WKH VLJQLÀcant contributions from all of
Xavier’s female graduates and
how they have affected Xavier’s
history and traditions.
Since 2007, the WOX program has provided numerous
opportunities for women to
connect and grow as organizational and philanthropic leaders through programs that foster engagement with and for
Xavier.
One of the main events the
WOX holds annually is known
as the Giving Circle. The event
has its members pool all of
their resources together and
help fund student, faculty and
staff projects that they believe
ZLOOKDYHDVLJQLÀFDQWLPSDFWRU
will create new resources for the
university.
“The Giving Circle offers
women a more personal way

to get involved with their giving and allows them to experience philanthropic leadership,” Executive Director of
Women of Excellence Anne
Ernst said.
The funds that are raised for
the Giving Circle, are used for
student groups, clubs, organizations, faculty and staff that
have a project, matching Xavier’s
mission, they would like to
accomplish.
They will be distributed
through a grant application process, and members of the Giving
Circle will vote for the projects
they believe will make the most
impact.
“Since the program was
founded, 76 grants worth
$600,000-plus have been awarded to the campus and their projects,” Ernst said.
For the project to be considered, those applying must
be Principal Faculty, Clinical
Faculty,
Lab
instructors,
Administrative Staff or a univer-

sity-sponsored student group.
They would also like to see
proposals that involve the development of women, new ways
to incorporate gender issues in
traditional subjects, guest speakers who offer dialogue on women’s issues or student participation in leadership seminars and
workshops.
“The members enjoy reading
the different applications and
hearing what is happening on
campus outside of the academics,” Ernst said. “They also enjoy having a vote for the projects
they would like to see come to
fruition.”
All applications for proposal ideas must be submitted by
5 p.m. on March 1 to Ernst, or
dropped off in room 220 of the
Alumni Center.
“Our goals this year (are) to
grow our membership and to
raise $80,000 or more to fund
as many possible,” Ernst said.
“The Giving Circle gives alumni and friends of the universi-

ty the opportunity to make a
difference even if they cannot
make a large gift, as the money
is all pooled together to make a
greater impact.”
The winners of the project
proposals will be announced
at the WOX award luncheon
at 11:20 a.m. on April 26 in
Cintas Center.
All grant applicants are invited to attend the lunch, and
it will be open to any students,
staff or faculty who would like
to attend as well.
“I hope the students look
into this grant process and apply
LI WKHLUSURMHFWÀWVWKHFULWHULDµ
Ernst said. “It will not only help
them achieve their organization’s
objective, but it gives them an
insight into how the grant process works and what it takes to
accomplish their goals.”
Those interested can visit
www.xavier.edu/wox to view
examples of past projects and
read the guidelines for entering
the Circle.
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Dismas Discussion connects to returning citizens
BY AZL SAEED

Staff Writer
On Monday, Feb 6, approximately
40 Xavier students and parish members joined in Bellarmine Chapel to
hear about the Dismas Journey.
The Dismas Journey is named
after Saint Dismas, the “good
WKLHIµZKRZDVFUXFLÀHGDORQJVLGH
Jesus. The evening consisted of an
interactive conversation, which
was facilitated by members of the
Help Program through St. Vincent
de Paul. The conversation focused
on incarceration in today’s society
and the struggles that citizens face
when returning to society.
The evening began at 7 p.m.
ZLWK DQ RSHQLQJ SUD\HU 7KH ÀUVW
speaker, Bob Miller, the chair of
the Help Program, then went on
to state that the purpose of the
program was to create a deeper
connection with returning citi]HQV0LOOHUWKHQEULHÁ\PHQWLRQHG
some statistics about the reality of
incarceration in this country.
While most Xavier students
are not directly exposed to it,
the United States has the highest incarceration rate in the
world. Approximately 2.3 million
Americans are incarcerated on
any given day, and 700,000 are released back into society annually.
Additionally, Miller mentioned
the factor that race plays into incarceration. For any given crime,
the arrest rate for Black citizens
is higher than that for White peo-

ple. For example, statistics show
that, while marijuana use between
Blacks and Whites is relatively the
same, Blacks are almost four times
more likely to be arrested for marijuana posession.
Miller further went on to say
that the rise of incarceration rates
is responsible for nearly 20 percent of the total poverty in the
nation. This is because returning
FLWL]HQV KDYH LPPHQVH GLIÀFXOW\
with employment, housing and
education.

As Dominic Duren, the reentry coordinator of the program,
mentioned, the ultimate goal of the
Help Program is to provide a caring and supportive community for
these returning citizens so that they
can overcome these challenges.
Duren shared his own journey
of being a returning citizen after
serving twelve years in prison. He
credited the Help Program for
assisting him in securing a job, a
WDVN WKDW ZDV RWKHUZLVH GLIÀFXOW
for him due to his felony record.

As the program went on, other
returning citizens shared stories
and expressed their concerns
about “the broken system” for
returning citizens. Following that,
the attendees were split into small
groups to further discuss the subject of re-entry.
Members of the Help Program
encouraged attendees to visit
their website, helpprogramcincinnati.net, in order to learn more
.about becoming involved in the
program.

Staff Writer
Comedian Gibran Saleem will
be coming to Xavier in the Atrium
of Gallagher Student Center at 9:30
p.m Friday to share his jokes and
observations about the world we
live in and, presumably, eat some of
the free Busken donuts and Buffalo
Wild Wings that will be provided
by the Student Activities Council
(SAC).
Because the X-treme Fans campout that will occur on Friday night
as well, SAC decided to not have a
Muskies After Dark event, but rather a more scaled down event.
6DOHHP ZLOO QRW EH WKH ÀUVW FRmedian to come to Xavier. In years
past, SAC has brought in many
joke-tellers, including the newest
member of Saturday Night Live,
Melissa Villaseñor, and Cristela
Alonzo, who now has her own
show on NBC.
6DOHHP ZDV ÀUVW VHHQ DW D FRQference hosted by the National

Pain and
Patriotism

Have story
ideas or
want to
write?
Reach out to
Editor-in-Chief
Jessica Griggs
(griggsj1@xavier.
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or
Managing Editor
Luke Byerly
(byerlyl@xavier.
edu)

Newswire photo by Hannah Paige Michels
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SAC brings topical comedy to students

BY KEVIN THOMAS

xaviernewswire.com

Association for Campus Activities
(NACA) that SAC attends twice
yearly.
“We saw Gibran showcase at…
NACA,” Dustin Lewis, the associate director of student involvement
and advisor to SAC said, “At the
conventions, [the students] see lots
of different performers and can ultimately bring them to campus.”
There are hopes that Saleem
will spark some dialogue through
the show because he is an
American born Pakistani.
“We thought that his comedy
was really relevant,” Lewis said.
“We thought that it also touches
on some important geopolitical isVXHV:HÀQGKXPRULVDJRRGZD\
to sort of create conversation with
people, and also to make people
feel more comfortable around
things they are uncomfortable
around. As well as to shape up
some of the discomfort, too.”
According to a bio of Saleem
on nhk.org, “Gibran’s jokes chal-

lenge people’s perception of skin
color, and he is pursuing his dream
of going beyond racial stereotypes and making it to the top in
entertainment.”
Saleem is based out of New York
City and has an impressive resume.
He has performed in the New York

Comedy Festival, Boston Comedy
Festival, Out of Bounds Festival
(Austin, Texas) and the Big Sky
Festival (Billings, Mont). He took
ÀUVWSODFHDWWKH+RERNHQ&RPHG\
Festival and has also performed on
MTV Iggy, Popcorn Flix, PBS
and more.

About the
editor:

Henry Eden is a Theater/
DIFT double major from
Jackson, Wyo. His favorite
defunct pro sports teams
include the Montreal
Expos and Charlotte
Bobcats
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A&E, page 7

Staff columnist Taylor
Zachary pens a piece on
the cost of patriotism in
pro sports

Staff writer Donnie Menke
covers the Patriots wild
comeback victory in
Superbowl LI

Staff writer Riley Head covers Xavier Theatre’s next
show: a genderblind Hamlet
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Trump limits EPA’s power and speech

Photo courtesy of KSTP.com

President Donald Trump signs executive orders haulting the powers of the Evironmental Protection Agency (EPA), among others.

BY SAVIN MATTOZZI

Staff Writer

7KHÀUVWWZRZHHNVRI 'RQDOG
7UXPS·VSUHVLGHQF\EURXJKWZLWK
LWDÁXUU\RI H[HFXWLYHRUGHUVUH
straints on federal agencies and
WKHHOLPLQDWLRQRI NH\LVVXHVIURP
WKHRIÀFLDO:KLWH+RXVHZHEVLWH
:LWKLQWKHVFLHQWLÀFFRPPXQL
W\WKHPRVWVLJQLÀFDQWDFWLRQFDPH
IURP WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ·V GHFLVLRQ
to halt federal funding of and all
H[WHUQDO FRPPXQLFDWLRQV ZLWKLQ
WKH (QYLURQPHQWDO 3URWHFWLRQ
$JHQF\
(3$  'HSDUWPHQW
RI  $JULFXOWXUH 86'$  WKH
'HSDUWPHQWRI WKH,QWHULRU '2, 
DQGWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI +HDOWKDQG
+XPDQ6HUYLFHV ++6 
´,W·VDELWRI DIUXVWUDWLQJWLPH
WR MXPS LQWR DQ HQYLURQPHQWDO
scientist’s role becuase of an ad
PLQLVWUDWLRQWKDWPD\RUPD\QRW
EHOLHYHLQFOLPDWHFKDQJHµMXQLRU
HQYLURQPHQWDOVFLHQFHPDMRU-RVK
0HQNH VDLG ´,W·V QRW VRPHWKLQJ
we can play around with for four

\HDUV :H FDQ·W NHHS EXLOGLQJ WKH
.H\VWRQH3LSHOLQH:HFDQ·WNHHS
GULOOLQJ DQG WDNLQJ ODQG DQG JR
back at the end of four years and
VD\ ¶ZH·OO MXVW GR D GRRYHU· EH
FDXVHWKDW·VQRWKRZWKDWZRUNVµ
Despite concern over these
GHFLVLRQV LQ WKH VFLHQWLÀF FRP
PXQLW\SROLWLFDOVFLHQWLVWVVD\WKDW
WKH\ DUH URXWLQH IRU DQ LQFRPLQJ
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ'U0DFN0DULDQL
the advisor for the Political
6FLHQFH &OXE DQG DQ DVVRFLDWH
SURIHVVRUH[SODLQHGWKDWWKHFXU
UHQW UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ WKH 7UXPS
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ LV XQGHUWDNLQJ LV
FRPPRQ
´,W WDNHV D ELW RI  WLPH IRU DQ
LQFRPLQJ DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ WR JHW
its personnel in place through
RXW WKH DJHQFLHVµ 0DULDQL VDLG
´7\SLFDOO\ WKLQJV UHWXUQ WR QRU
PDO RQFH WKH SROLWLFDO DSSRLQWHHV
DUHLQSODFHDQGDFKDLQRI FRP
PDQGHVWDEOLVKHGIRUFRPPXQLFD
tion and regulations to go forward
DVEHIRUHµ

'U 7LPRWK\ :KLWH D SROLWL
FDO VFLHQFH SURIHVVRU HFKRHG WKH
VWDWHPHQWV RI  0DULDQL EXW SRLQW
ed out that the way the new ad
PLQLVWUDWLRQLVUHVWULFWLQJDJHQFLHV
LVDELWGLIIHUHQW
“There are two possible interpreta
WLRQVIRUZKDW·VJRLQJRQµ:KLWHVDLG
“One is a historical precedence at
SOD\ ZKHUH QHZ SHRSOH DUH FRPLQJ
into agencies and want to control the
DJHQGDDQGWKDW·VQRUPDO$QRWKHU
ZKLFK , WKLQN LV VXJJHVWHG LV WKDW
WKHUHLVDQHZDWWHPSWWRFRQWUROWKH
PHGLDDQGWKHFLYLOVHUYLFHµ
7KH7UXPSDGPLQLVWUDWLRQKDV
RQJRLQJ FRPSOLFDWLRQV LQ LWV UH
ODWLRQVKLS ZLWK PHGLD ZKLFK LQ
FOXGHV LQWHUDFWLRQV ZKHUH :KLWH
+RXVHSUHVVVHFUHWDU\6HDQ6SLFHU
DQG 7UXPS KDYH GLVPLVVHG PH
dia outlets at Press Meetings and
FDOOHG WKHP ´IDNH QHZVµ 7KLV
PRVW QRWDEO\ KDSSHQHG WR &11
ZKHQ 7UXPS GHFOLQHG WR WDNH
TXHVWLRQVIURPWKHPHGLDRXWOHW
´7KH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DOZD\V

ZDQWV WKH PHGLD WR SXW RXW WKH
PHVVDJHLWOLNHVµ:KLWHVDLG´:H
ZRXOGDOOOLNHWKHPHGLDWRVD\RQO\
good things and not talk about the
IDLOXUHV HUURUV PLVWDNHV SURE
OHPVFRQWURYHUVLDOWKLQJV\RXGR
But I don’t think it recognizes the
IXQGDPHQWDO ULJKWV RI  WKH PHGLD
WR FULWLFL]H WKLV , WKLQN 2EDPD
despite wanting to control the
PHVVDJH FOHDUO\ XQGHUVWRRG WKDW
WKH PHGLD KDV ULJKWV ,W·V QRW VR
FOHDU WKDW WKH 7UXPS DGPLQLVWUD
WLRQVHHVLWWKLVZD\DQGWKHRQO\
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ WKDW ZDV OLNH WKLV
ZDV1L[RQ·VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQµ
In response to tighter controls
RQ LQIRUPDWLRQ VHYHUDO ´URJXHµ
VRFLDO PHGLD DFFRXQWV KDYH VXU
IDFHGFODLPLQJWREHDGPLQLVWHUHG
by people within the affected fed
HUDODJHQFLHV
$ JURXS FDOOLQJ WKHPVHOYHV
1RW$OW:RUOGFODLPVWREHIURP
WKH 1DWLRQDO 3DUN 6HUYLFHV DF
cording to the Washington Post, and
has posted tweets critical of the
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ·VPHGLDEODFNRXW
The group tweeted to the
Washington Post, ´:HDUHMXVWKHUH
to push the science that is be
LQJ GLVPDQWOHG E\ WKH FXUUHQW
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQµ
´, GR WKLQN WKDW WKLV DGPLQLV
WUDWLRQKDVDPRUHWKDQXVXDOGH
VLUHWRWU\WRPDQLSXODWHWKHQHZV
DQGWHOOWKHPZKDWWRVD\µ:KLWH
VDLG ´8VXDOO\ JRYHUQPHQWV LQ
IUHHGHPRFUDFLHVGRQ·WJHWWRGH
WHUPLQHZKRWKHQHZVSDSHUVDUH
7KH\UHSRUWWRHYHU\ERG\µ
3HRSOH LQ WKH HQYLURQPHQWDO
VFLHQFH FRPPXQLW\ VHH WKH FXU
rent events differently than politi
FDOVFLHQWLVWV
´,I  ZH DUH GHFLPDWLQJ PRXQ
WDLQV OLNH ZKDW·V GRQH LQ PRXQ
WDLQ WRS UHPRYDO IRU FRDO LQ
$SSDODFKLD LI  ZH DUH VSLOOLQJ
PHWULF WRQV RI  FUXGH RLO LQWR
ZDWHUVRXUFHVWKHVHDUHHQYLURQ
PHQWDOFDWDVWRSKLHVWKDWGRQ·WUH
ally have any sort of way of being
À[HGµ0HQNHVDLG´DQGWKDW·VD
WURXEOLQJSURVSHFWµ

   

Jan. 31, 11:10 a.m. –$QRQ
VWXGHQWDVNLQJSHRSOHIRUPRQ
ey in Fenwick Place lobby was
issued a trespass warning and
VHQWRQKLVRUKHUZD\

Jan. 31, 3:50 p.m. – Xavier
Police investigated a report of
DSHUVRQVROLFLWLQJDW86WDWLRQ
Investigations revealed the per
son was asking for directions to
7UL+HDOWK 3K\VLFLDQ %XLOGLQJ
2IÀFHUVDVVLVWHGKLPRUKHUWR
ÀQGWKHORFDWLRQ
Jan. 31, 9:48 p.m. – Xavier
Police and Residence Life in
vestigated a report of a stu
dent who posted an inappro
SULDWH SLFWXUH RQ 6QDSFKDW

  





When your cooking is
VRJRRGWKH¿UHDODUPV
cheer you on...
Jan. 30, 7:40 p.m. – Xavier
Police and Cincinnati Fire
UHVSRQGHG WR D ÀUH DODUP LQ
WKH&RPPRQV$SDUWPHQWV$
student cooking dinner on a
VWRYHLQRQHRI WKHDSDUWPHQWV
RQWKHÀUVWÁRRUDFWLYDWHGWKH
DODUP

The student was advised by the GHQWFRGHRI FRQGXFWSURFHVV
'HDQRI 6WXGHQWVWRUHPRYHWKH
Feb. 5, 3:02 a.m. – Xavier
SRVW
Police and Cincinnati Fire re
Feb. 1, 4:45 p.m. – Xavier Police VSRQGHG WR D ÀUH DODUP DW
LQYHVWLJDWHGDUHSRUWRI DQRQVWX %URFNPDQ +DOO ,QYHVWLJDWLRQ
dent following students and enter UHYHDOHGVRPHRQHXVLQJDQDHUR
LQJ WKH 2·&RQQRU 6SRUWV &HQWHU VRO FDQ RQ WKH ÀUVW ÁRRU PD\
The area was searched and the per KDYHDFWLYDWHGWKHDODUP.
VRQZDVXQDEOHWREHORFDWHG
Feb. 6, 9:20 a.m. – $QHP
Feb. 1, 5:33 p.m. – Xavier ployee reported the theft of his
Police assisted Cincinnati Police RU KHU ZDOOHW IURP KLV RU KHU
with an auto accident on Victory XQORFNHG RIÀFH LQ 6FKRWW +DOO
Investigation revealed credit
3DUNZD\DQG/HGJHZRRG'ULYH
FDUGVIURPWKHZDOOHWZHUHXVHG
Feb. 1, 5:33 p.m. – Two stu WRPDNHSXUFKDVHVDVKRUWWLPH
GHQWVSDUNHGLQWKH6PLWK/RWZLWK ODWHU RQ 0RQWJRPHU\ 5RDG
an excessive history of parking 7KHFUHGLWFDUGVZHUHFDQFHOOHG
violations were referred to the stu DQGWKHLQYHVWLJDWLRQLVSHQGLQJ
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Trump picks
Neil Gorsuch

Photo courtesy of time.com

Neil Gorsuch has been an appellate
judge on the United States Court of
Appeals for the Tenth Circuit for 10 years.

BY MAX BRUNS

Advertising Editor

3UHVLGHQW 'RQDOG 7UXPS
DSSRLQWHG 86 IHGHUDO MXGJH
1HLO*RUVXFKRQ)HEWR
IXOÀOO WKH 6XSUHPH &RXUW VHDW
OHIW YDFDQW E\ -XVWLFH $QWRQLQ
6FDOLD·V GHDWK LQ )HEUXDU\ RI 
ODVW\HDU
Gorsuch attended Harvard
University with President Barack
2EDPD DQG DOVR JUDGXDWHG IURP
&ROXPELDDQG2[IRUG8QLYHUVLWLHV
He was also a clerk for two
6XSUHPH &RXUW MXVWLFHV DQG KDG
D SRVLWLRQ LQ WKH 'HSDUWPHQW RI 
-XVWLFH
Gorsuch was appointed
E\ 3UHVLGHQW *HURJH : %XVK
in 2006 as a federal appellate
MXGJH RQ WKH 86 RQ WKH 86
&RXUWRI $SSHDOVIRUWKH7HQWK
&LUFXLWLQ&RORUDGR
7UXPS·V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DQG
conservatives alike have long
ORRNHGDWWKHSURVSHFWRI PDN
LQJ *RUVXFK D 6XSUHPH &RXUW
-XVWLFH +H LV D SURSRQHQW RI 
RULJLQDOLVPDQGWH[WXDOLVPWZR
tenants which hold that the
constitution should be inter
preted as the founding fathers
would have interpreted it and
that laws should be interpreted
OLWHUDOO\ ZLWKRXW VLWXDWLRQDO RU
SUHFHGHQWLDOFRQWH[W
He takes a hardline stance
on the death penalty and anti
WHUURULVPHIIRUWVDQGKHZLGHO\
interprets constitutional reli
JLRXVIUHHGRP
In a recent news piece by
1%& 6WHYH .RUQDFNL SRLQW
HG RXW WKDW FXUUHQWO\ -XVWLFHV
-RKQ5REHUWV6DPXHO$OLWRDQG
&ODUHQFH 7KRPDV VLW RQ WKH
EHQFK DV FRQVHUYDWLYHV ZKLOH
-XVWLFHV 5XWK %DGHU *LQVEXUJ
(OHQD .DJDQ DQG 6RQLD
6RWRPD\RU VLW RQ WKH EHQFK
DV OLEHUDOV $VVRFLDWH -XVWLFH
6WHSKHQ%UH\HULVDOVRUHJDUGHG
DVDOLEHUDO
0HDQZKLOH$VVRFLDWH-XVWLFH
$QWKRQ\0.HQQHG\LVODUJHO\
UHJDUGHG DV D PRGHUDWH VZLQJ
YRWH RQ WKH EHQFK 7UXPS·V
QRPLQDWLRQ RI  *RUVXFK LI  KH
LV DSSRLQWHG ZLOO HYHQ RXW WKH
EDODQFH RQ WKH FRXUW W\LQJ XS
the conservative and liberal
EHQFKSLFNVIRXUWRIRXU
USA Today reported the bal
ance on the bench will have a
PDVVLYHLPSDFWRQWKHSROLFLHV
7UXPSLQWHQGVWRFDUU\RXW
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First Amendment to the United
States’ Constitution

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.
Newswire has made the decision to stray from the AP Style Guide
when printing the words White and Black in reference to groups of
people. We have decided to capitalize both.
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Being politically correct

3RVWSUHVLGHQWLDOHOHFWLRQ,GHFLGHGWRWU\DQGÀJure out what was going on in America and why my
party had lost so terribly. So, I took a stroll over to
DÀJXUHRQOLQHWKDWKDVEHHQEDQQHGIURP7ZLWWHU
is known to be a provocateur and more recently was
evacuated from UC Berkeley where violent protests
took place against him.
7KHPDQ,·PUHIHUULQJWRLV0LOR<LDQQRSRXORV
To be crystal clear from the start, I am repulsed
by his ideas, but for the sake of the Democratic
Party, I would advise all left leaning people to at least hear what
he has to say because the main
reason he exists in our political realm is political correctness.
Democrats will continue to lose
if this line of thought continues
to be walked.
To use a direct personal example of how political correctQHVV FDQ VWLÁH LPSRUWDQW WRSLFV
in the wake of the racist images
we saw as a campus, which I publically condemned in my campaign for Student Government
Association, I directly participated in a number of diversity and
inclusion meetings in order to see what I could do
to be of help. In a particular meeting, everyone in
the room was told to be brave and say what they felt
needed to be said. I went out on a limb and opened
XS DERXW KRZ EDGO\ , IHOW IRU VWXGHQWV ZKR GLGQ·W
feel welcomed. I mentioned that a community I am
a part of was clearly welcomed across campus, and
LW ERWKHUV PH WKDW SHRSOH RI  FRORU GRQ·W IHHO ZHOcomed. I applauded a friend of mine for being inclusive and yet being on the other side of the aisle
from me politically. I spoke passionately and with
JUHDWFRQFHUQIRURXU%ODFNIULHQGVZKRGRQ·WIHHO
welcomed and are worried about police shootings.
Outside of this discussion, I have met with peoSOHDERXW&LQFLQQDWL·VFROODERUDWLYHDJUHHPHQWDQG
I have marched with Black Lives Matter protestors.
Yet, in my passionate plea, I accidentally, without
even recognizing it, used the wrong phrase. I meant
to say people of color and instead said colored
SHRSOH $V VRRQ DV , KDG ÀQLVKHG VSHDNLQJ D FROleague of mine called me out for my use of that

phrase and by doing so moved the entire conversation away from all of the other things I had said, all
the concern I had, all the desire I had to change the
situation at hand.
1RZ DJDLQ , DGPLW , VKRXOGQ·W KDYH XVHG WKDW
phrase, but because I did, the entirety of my point
was completely thrown out the window. I felt like I
KDGQ·WUHDOO\EHHQOLVWHQHGWR:LWKWKDWUHDFWLRQ,
as a person who had the greatest potential to be an
ally was shunned and discredited.
1RZ,GRQ·WPHDQWRSLFNRQ
this particular incident. However,
it clearly shows above all else
how a meaningful conversation
was lost and an ally turned away.
Democrats need to stop being so
concerned with words. We can
no longer simply call people racist, sexist, homophobic, etc. because too many people have been
turned off to listening to us because of that.
Milo is the greatest example of
this. While people are screaming
about the name of his tour which
LV´7KH'DQJHURXV)
W7RXUµ
they miss his rhetoric about refugees. The president talked extensively about his
VLOHQW PDMRULW\ LQ WKH FDPSDLJQ 0DQ\ GLGQ·W KHDU
their voices, especially in Michigan, Wisconsin and
Pennsylvania. The reason for this is they were afraid
to be called racist, sexist, homophobic, etc., so they
stopped engaging in political debate but still made
WKHLUFKRLFH:HFRXOGQ·WWDONWRWKHPEHFDXVHZKHQ
we did, we belittled them and refused to even hear
their side.
So
Democrats,
OHW·V ÀJKW ZLWK IDFWV
If someone has said
something that offends
\RXGRQ·WFRUUHFWWKHLU
words, correct their
thoughts with facts.
That is how we win in
the future and not doing so was one of the
Alex Hale is a junior in
many reasons we lost the Philosophy, Politics, and the
this time.
Public Program from Detroit.

“Democrats need to
stop being so concerned
with words. We can no
longer simply call people
racist, sexist, homophobic etc. because too
many people have been
turned off to listening
to us because of that.”
-Alex Hale

Where does travel ban leave Americans
:KHQ,VDZWKHKHDGOLQHVWDWLQJWKDW863UHVLGHQW7UXPSVLJQHGZKDWLVRIÀFLDOO\FDOOHG´3URWHFWLRQRI 
7KH1DWLRQIURP)RUHLJQ7HUURULVW(QWU\LQWRWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVµ,ZDVÁRRUHG7KLVGRFXPHQWLQGHÀQLWHO\
suspends refugees from entering the United States. This order has caused many Americans to have issues at
home because of either a direct or indirect connection to the countries affected.
The travel ban is geared toward seven Muslim-majority countries: Syria, Iraq, Iran, Libya, Sudan, Yemen
DQG6RPDOLD7KHVHFRXQWULHVDUHDVDORWRI $PHULFDQVNQRZÀOOHGZLWKUHIXJHHVRI ZDUIDPLQHDQGSHRSOH
in need of serious aid. The travel ban not only makes it clear to the countries affected that their people in need
will not receive aid from America but also sends a clear message to the American people who have family ties
in those countries that the Trump administration, and therefore the American government, does not welcome
them here. This poses a problem when the American people do not agree with this ideology.
7KHWUDYHOEDQKDVHYHQEHHQQLFNQDPHGWKH´0XVOLP%DQµGXHWRWKHQRWVRFRLQFLGHQWDORFFXUUHQFHWKDW
these countries are all Muslim-majority. I could only imagine how I would feel if my family members who take
a pilgrimage to Mecca were not able to easily come back to the United States. I am personally scared for not
only my family but also for close friends I went to grade school with because of how deeply this affects their
GDLO\OLYHVDQGPDNHVVHHLQJWKHLUIULHQGVDQGIDPLO\GLIÀFXOW$OO,KDYHEHHQWDXJKWLVLQFOXVLYLW\DQGNLQGQHVV
but to see the Trump administration bring in new ideas that challenge this belief appalls me.
7KH8QLWHG6WDWHVLVÀOOHGZLWKGRFWRUVODZ\HUVDQGRWKHUWD[SD\LQJFLWL]HQVZKRFRPHIURPWKHVHFRXQtries and are affected by the travel ban. These individuals go on about their daily lives just as much as everybody else. It is shameful that the Trump administration and the media continues to perpetuate the idea to other
countries that America is not inclusive, when the reality is that the American population is the most diverse
JURXSRI SHRSOHLQWKHZRUOG$PHULFDLVFDOOHGWKH´PHOWLQJSRWµIRUDUHDVRQ7KHWUDYHOEDQGRHVQ·WGHFODUH
how the American people feel because the American people did not sign it.
,Q IDFW 3UHVLGHQW 7UXPS GLG QRW HYHQ JHW RIÀFLDOV IURP WKH -XVWLFH
Department to look over the order, nor was the Department of Homeland
Security adequately informed. This lack of communication resulted in several
airport problems. Many families were split apart, there was mass confusion
and people were stranded at various airports. To safely generalize the situation:
it was utter chaos. Although the situation was bad, it was a beautiful example
of how Americans can come together in a time of great distress and be there
for one another in solidarity.
Trump is the president of the United States of America, but his actions
and the subsequent actions of his administration are not indicative as to how
the general population feels about our Muslim friends and family as well as
Nia Mosley is a junior psycholpeople from the countries on the travel ban list. The American people stand
with those affected by the travel ban and will continue to stand with them and ogy major and guest writer for the
Newswire from Cleveland, Ohio.
KHOSÀJKWIRUZKDWLVULJKW
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Ethics and implications of purchasing patriotism
The Department of Defense
(DOD) paid $6.8 million in taxpayer money and Defense funds
to professional sports teams to
“fund patriotism,” according to a
2016 Senate report.
When Republican Senators
John McCain and Jeff Flake began
looking into Defense spending on
military tributes, they found that
the New Jersey Army National
Guard paid the New York Jets
$377,000 over four years. In any
given season, the Jets received an
average of $115,000 to simply recognize soldiers during time-outs
and half-time performances.
The report also indicated that,
from 2011 to 2014, the Atlanta
Falcons collected just over a million dollars for similar patriotic
performances, the most cash of
any NFL team. Similarly, the Green
Bay Packers received the single
largest payment of $400,000.
In sum, 50 teams from across
WKHÀYHPDMRUSURIHVVLRQDOOHDJXHV
contracted with the Department of
Defense, including 18 NFL teams
that received over $5.6 million
over a four-year span. Ten MLB
teams received just short of a million dollars, and eight teams from
both the NBA and Major League
Soccer had similar contracts. Six
NHL teams received money, and
the Air Force paid more than $1.5

million to NASCAR.
Collegiate programs also benHÀWWHG IURP PLOLWDU\ FRQWUDFWV
According to the report, Purdue
University and Indiana University
received a total of $400,000 from
the Indiana Army National Guard
in 2014.
These large sums of money
come as rewards for many forms
of public patriotism such as performing the national anthem
EHIRUH D JDPH FHUHPRQLDO ÀUVW
pitches and recognizing men and
women of service during timeouts and half-time performances.
On advertising and marketing
alone, the DOD spends an average of $13.25 million a year, contracting with collegiate and professional teams across the country.
But, why do the DOD and
RWKHUPLOLWDU\GHSDUWPHQWVÀQGLW
necessary to purchase patriotism?
To examine this question, one
PLJKWSRLQWWRWKHVLJQLÀFDQFHRI 
Colin Kaepernick. Kaepernick
ÀUVW NQHOW GXULQJ WKH QDWLRQDO DQthem in protest of the symbolism and hypocrisy of our national
ÁDJ.DHSHUQLFNLQLWLDOO\GLGZKDW
Black athletes often fail to do: control the narrative.
When asked why he knelt, he
said, “there are dead bodies in the
VWUHHWDQGSHRSOH>RIÀFHUV@JHWWLQJ
paid leave and getting away with

When I was younger, although
I’m only 20 now, I had a set of stock
phrases that served as answers for
the questions that people generally ask when they want to get to
know someone. If someone asked
me what my favorite food was, I
would say my dad’s spaghetti sauce
and Skyline. My favorite color was
always a deep orange, like the sunset. My favorite movie was always
Finding Nemo. My favorite book
was The Book Thief or The Count
of Monte Cristo. And when someone asked what my favorite song
was, I would always say that I like all
music EXCEPT COUNTRY. This
stock phrase was said with a special
vehemence, followed by a general
listing of favorite genres and genres
that I would tend to avoid.
Now, most people have these
little stock phrases, and the point
of this article is not to dissect the
social niceties that go into meeting someone new. I could write a
couple pages about this ritual of
seemingly unimportant questioning
and answering, because the truth
is that the above questions actually
suggest a lot more than one might
expect about a person. How would

you feel about a person if, for example, their favorite movie was
Schindler’s List versus Borat?
It’s clear that these pithy “get to
know you” questions are all important, but the most important
category of “get to know you”
questions on the above list is undoubtedly regarding one’s favorite song or music choice.
Friedrich Nietzsche once
said of music, “Without music,
life would be a mistake.” Victor
Hugo said, “Music expresses
that which cannot be put into
words and that which cannot
remain silent.” Albert Einstein
said, “If I were not a physicist,
I would probably be a musician.
I see my life in terms of music.”
And Maya Angelou once said,
“Everything in the universe has
a rhythm, everything dances.”
There’s a reason Ellen begins
every episode with a dance
down the aisles.
You, dear reader, do not
QHHGDOLVWRI VRFLHWDOO\LQÁXHQWLDOÀJXUHVWRWHOO\RXZKDW\RX
already know, though. Music is
DUHÁHFWLRQRI RQH·VVRXO,W·VD
resounding claim on the spirit,
it’s an outward image of what
is inside. It’s the purpose be-

murder…I’m not anti-American. I
love America. I love people. That’s
why I’m doing this. I want to help
make America better.”
Throughout the entire NFL
season, Kaepernick stayed true
to his message and never turned
GRZQDQRSSRUWXQLW\WRGHÀQHKLV
protest to the public.

“…when the National Guard drives
tanks and shoots
tear gas in the Black
neighborhoods of Ferguson and Baltimore,
is it just to credit the
military for securing
our freedoms?”
-Taylor Zachary
Despite efforts made to control
the narrative of his protest, his actions were interpreted by some
fans as a jab at the United States
Armed Forces and “the good men
and women who protect our freedoms.” I put the latter phrase in
quotes because supporting the military is a complex commitment. In
the context of Kaepernick’s message, when there are bodies lying

in the street at the hands of militaUL]HGRIÀFHUVRUZKHQWKH1DWLRQDO
Guard drives tanks and shoots tear
gas in the Black neighborhoods of
Ferguson and Baltimore, is it just
to credit the military for securing
our freedoms?
Even if these freedoms truly
did apply to all American citizens,
what good is a self-righteous liberty secured through militarized
imperialism, international occupation and the genocide of Black
and Brown people [read: War on
7HUURU@"
Nevertheless, I wonder if reactions from fans would have been
less strong if there was no tangible
connection between military based
performances and athletic events.
Considering the millions of tax
payer dollars spent on advertising,
marketing and normalizing the heroic image of our military. Maybe
the conversation is psychological.
Maybe it is not. Internationally,
considering the political and
economic implications of the
Olympics, maybe the conversation
is based on power. Maybe it is not.
Any discussion on the links between patriotism and the NFL is
incomplete without appreciating
the political juxtaposition of Colin
Kaepernick and Tom Brady. The
Patriots quarterback and his infamous head coach, Bill Belichick,

joined ranks with white nationalist and KKK members when they
publicly endorsed the prospect of
a Trump presidency. During the
Super Bowl, I understood a Brady
win as a Trump win.
Despite urges to embrace
defeat, I found strength in the
example of Colin Kaepernick.
Struggling against White supremacy, struggling against neoliberal fascism, struggling against
Islamophobia and homophobia,
struggling for indigenous liberation and struggling against a political empire that purchases the
patriotism of its citizen is a subversive commitment. So long as
we resist, we are not defeated.
Freedom is, and always will be,
a constant struggle.

Taylor Zachary is a senior sociology
major and staff writer for the Newswire
from Oakland, Calif.

Ask my favorite song, only if you want to know my soul
hind life’s rhythms, it’s the truth behind
thought and emotion. Music is, for many
people, certainly for myself, one of the
most important elements of life.
If you disagree, I would like to talk to
you at length and in a very personal, intimate way about what music has done for
me. I would like to show you the scars on
my heart that melodies have healed, the
exhaustion that has been borne away with
a beat, the sorrow that has slipped silently
aside under the cadences and rhythms of
joyous noise. Music is not a cover-up. It’s
not a way to forget, or even a momentary
escape. It is the greatest healer of all. If
you disagree, I would like to show you.
To return to my earlier point, then, I
think we are overdue to stop asking one
DQRWKHUXSRQÀUVWPHHWLQJ´:KDWLV\RXU
favorite song or genre?” unless we mean
to really know each other. Because if you
really want to hear everything I have to
say about what music means to me when
ZHÀUVWPHHWZKDW\RXDUHFRPPXQLFDWing to me is that you want to know who
I am. You want to know why I can’t listen to “Heathens” by Twenty One Pilots

without crying. You want to
know what Chance the Rapper
makes me think of. You want to
know that Mozart’s “Requiem
in D Minor” practically saved
my life, if not my sanity.
To that end, I would like to
take a second to apologize to
country music lovers for every
time I made that one genre exception when asked the music
question. Now, several years
and several thousand musical
moments later, I realize that it
was not simply rude to say that
I like all music except country.
In truth, it was a spit in the face
of everything music represents.
It was a reduction of identity
for everything country music
means to country music lovers. It was a denial that, in fact,
country music might someday
affect me to my very core. I
take it back; my new answer,
when someone asks me about
music, is to smile and say “get
WRNQRZPHÀUVWµ,I WKH\WDNH
the time to do so, I will eventually admit that, while country
music is not my favorite genre,
,·PVXUH,ZLOOÀQGWKHFRXQWU\
VRQJWKDWVHWVP\KHDUWRQÀUH
someday.

If I were to change the way we
communicate with each other, I
would eradicate the “get to know
you” questions all together, because
we no longer mean them when we
ask them, and they are much more
important than they seem. But if I
were to start somewhere, it would
be with discussions of music, for
all the reasons I already mentioned
and countless others. Think twice
before you ask someone about muVLFZKHQ\RXÀUVWPHHWKLPRUKHU
because for many people, you’re
digging deeper than you could possibly know.

Max Bruns is a junior HAB, English
and philosophy triple major. Bruns is also
the advertising manager for the Newswire
from Cincinnati.
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Patriots stun Falcons in Super Bowl

BY DONNIE MENKE

two-point conversion for the
Patriots to bring the score to
28-20.
There were high expectations
The highlight of the fourth
heading into Super Bowl LI, as
TXDUWHUFDPHRQWKH3DWULRWV·ÀQDO
the highest scoring offense in the
drive in regulation. The Patriots
NFL met the top scoring defense
had the ball on their own 36-yard
when the Atlanta Falcons and
OLQHRQÀUVWDQGZLWKWRJR
New England Patriots earned
in regulation. New England was
their spots in the biggest game of
down 28-20 and needed a touchthe NFL season.
down and two-point conversion
The game exceeded all expecjust to tie. Tom Brady took the
tations, giving fans possibly the
VQDS DQG ÀUHG D SDVV LQ WKH GLbest Super Bowl of all-time. A
rection of wide receiver Julian
total of 31 records were either set
Edelman, only to have it tipped
or tied, including the largest overup in the air by Alford. Edelman,
FRPH GHÀFLW DV WKH 3DWULRWV UDOhowever, kept his eyes on the ball
lied from 25 points down in the
and made one of the greatest
third quarter to win the game and
catches in NFL history, snagging
the championship by a score of
the ball just a few inches from the
34-28 in overtime.
ground not once, but twice, as he
7KLV ZDV DOVR WKH ÀUVW 6XSHU
lost control of it initially.
Bowl to go to overtime.
The Patriots would go on to
7KH ÀUVW TXDUWHU ZDV D VWDOHscore a touchdown and convert
mate as neither offense could get
the two point attempt to tie the
into a rhythm, and the quarter
game at 28-28.
ended with a score of 0-0.
In overtime, the Patriots comIn the second quarter, the
pleted the comeback, as they
Falcons seemed to take control
PDUFKHG ULJKW GRZQ WKH ÀHOG WR
of the game, limiting the Patriots
Photo courtesy of foxsports.com
to just three points while scoring Tom Brady led the Patriots to the largest comeback in Super Bowl history, posting record-breaking numbers in the process. score a touchdown on the opening drive. Brady was named MVP,
21 of their own. This included the New England had less than a one all the momentum shifted. From further seal the Patriots’ fate.
In the fourth quarter, every- breaking single game Super Bowl
second longest pick-6 in Super percent chance of winning, ac- that point, the Patriots scored 31
Bowl history when Falcons cor- cording to ESPN. It seemed like unanswered points to complete thing broke the Patriots’ way. records for completions (43),
nerback Robert Alford jumped a a situation not even Brady and the greatest comeback in Super Gostkowski connected on a passes (62) and passing yards
ÀHOG JRDO DQG WKH 3DWULRWV GH- (466).
route and took a Tom Brady pass Patriots head coach Bill Belichick Bowl history.
could dig themselves out of.
The Patriots would score a fense came to life, shutting down
This Super Bowl was nothing
82 yards to the end zone.
A comeback seemed even touchdown with 2:06 left in the the Falcons offense and forcing short of historic, and it will be
All seemed lost for New
England at half time. Prior to last more improbable when the third quarter, but a missed extra $WODQWD·V ÀUVW WXUQRYHU RI  WKH LQFUHGLEO\ GLIÀFXOW IRU WKH WHDPV
night, the largest comeback in Falcons took a 28-3 lead early point by the usually automatic postseason. A Matt Ryan fumble that get to the game next year to
Super Bowl history was 10 points. in the third quarter. That’s when Stephen Gostkowski seemed to led to a quick touchdown and top it.
Staff Writer

Opinion: Don’t allow one-and-dones
BY LUKE FELICIANO

Staff Writer
The NCAA estimates that the
probability of college basketball
players going to play professionally in the NBA is only 1.1 percent. That statistic alone raises a
question: Why are so many players opting to stay for just one
year of college and test the waters of the NBA Draft?

Photo courtesy of balldontstop.com

Ben Simmons as a freshman at LSU.

Judging by different mock
drafts for the impending NBA
Draft this spring, this will be
another year where a lot of
freshmen will leave college and
declare for the draft in a phenomenon known as a “one-and
done-player.” Once again, teams
like the Kentucky Wildcats will
in all likelihood have a new startLQJ ÀYH QH[W VHDVRQ DV DW OHDVW
three of their freshmen are proMHFWHG WR EH GUDIWHG LQ WKH ÀUVW
round of the 2017 NBA Draft.
I honestly think it is ridiculous
how 18-year-old kids are using
the university simply as a middleman to get to the pros.
The main reason I am against
this allowance is leaving after one year of college is a giant waste of a scholarship. The
turnover rate from college to the
pros is so astronomically low,
yet athletes are willing to give up
their scholarship to turn pro.
Athletes for Division I programs have the opportunity to
pursue a degree essentially without paying a dime, but instead
they decide to leave school after
one year.
The 2010 Knight Commission
study entitled “Restoring the
Balance” stated that college
teams should have more academic transparency. Despite this
ÀQGLQJ WKHUH DUH FOHDUO\ VRPH
schools that do not follow the
mandate. Take for example, Ben
Simmons, who last year at LSU
was most likely going to be the
winner of the Wooden Award,

which is the Most Valuable
Player of college basketball.
The only problem is that
Simmons did not meet the academic criteria to be eligible for
the ballot. One such criterion
requires candidates to have at
least a 2.0 cumulative GPA,
which Simmons did not have.
Essentially, Simmons threw
away $100,000 of an education.
I’m not completely against
college athletes leaving early. I
just think athletes should value their education to a much
higher degree. I don’t see why
the NCAA allows college basketball players to leave after just
one year of playing in college,
especially when college football
players can’t leave until having at
least three years of college under
their belts. At least in that case,
an athlete would be able to have
enough credit hours to be able
to graduate within three years.
In addition, being in college
for three years would better prepare athletes for life in the pros
from both a physical and mental
standpoint.
Perhaps, the best solution for
college basketball is to implement the rule that college football uses by making players stay
for at least three years.
That requirement is the best
of both worlds. Athletes can receive their college education and
earn a degree while simultaneously developing their basketball
skills in pursuit of a professional
career.

WBB breaks
losing streak
BY JACK DUNN

Partlow and senior redshirt
Raeshaun Gaffney. This was the
After suffering seven con- ÀUVWWLPH;DYLHUKDGÀYHSOD\HUV
secutive losses, most recently LQGRXEOHÀJXUHVVLQFH1RY
to Villanova, Seton Hall and 2014.
The Musketeers dropped
St. John’s, the Xavier women’s
basketball team picked up a their seventh straight game on
win against Butler on Saturday, Jan. 29 to St. John’s, losing 64bringing its record to 11-12 55. Despite trailing for most of
overall and 3-9 in conference the game, the Musketeers were
able to force 17 turnovers, conplay.
The Musketeers dropped a verting those mistakes into a
lopsided contest to Villanova season-high 23 points. Blackwell
on Jan. 22, losing 71-47. The once again led the way with 14
Wildcats put the Musketeers in a points on 50 percent shooting
hole early, outscoring them 20-9 IURPWKHÁRRU7XUQHUDOVRDGGLQ WKH ÀUVW TXDUWHU DORQH 7KLV ed 12 points of her own, paired
double-digit lead held for the with four steals. Gaffney was the
remainder of the game, as the third Musketeer to put up points
Musketeers were unable to over- LQ GRXEOH ÀJXUHV GURSSLQJ LQ
FRPH WKH GHÀFLW -XQLRU JXDUG 12.
Xavier was able to snap the
Marquia Turner led the team in
points with 11, and redshirt ju- losing streak with a victory over
nior guard Martha Thompson the Butler Bulldogs, winning 53set a career high in blocks with 43. The win did not come easily
for the Musketeers, with 10 lead
three.
Xavier was unable to top the FKDQJHV DQG ÀYH WLHV *DIIQH\
Seton Hall Pirates on Jan. 27, led the team with 13 points and
falling short 71-62. Despite the 11 rebounds, the latter of which
ORVVWKH0XVNHWHHUVVWLOOKDGÀYH was a career high. She was also
SOD\HUV ZKR SXW XS GRXEOH ÀJ- a perfect 8-8 at the free throw
ures in points. Senior forward line. The Musketeers were able
Madison Blackwell led the way to hold the Bulldogs to only
with 14 points and 10 rebounds, four points in the fourth quarter,
which was her seventh career sealing their victory.
The Musketeers’ stretch of
double-double. The other four
SOD\HUVLQGRXEOHÀJXUHVLQFOXG- games won’t get any easier, as
ed Turner, redshirt sophomores they host No.17 DePaul on Feb.
Kindell Fincher and Imani 10 at 7 p.m.

Staff Writer
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Preview: XU ‘Hamlet’ jousts with gender

Photo courtesy of Xavier Theatre

Hamlet LVGLUHFWHGE\&UDLJ:HVOH\'LYLQLR &ODXGLXV DQG.DWKOHHQ:LVH *HUWUXGH DQGVWDUVVHQLRU.DWLH0LWFKHOO +DPOHW MXQLRU+HQU\(GHQ /DHUWHV DQGÀUVW\HDU(OOLH&RQQLII 2SKHOLD 

BY RILEY HEAD

Staff Writer
Xavier Theatre is tackling
Shakespeare’s classic tragedy,
Hamlet and features a unique twist
on the timeless story: Hamlet is
played by a girl.
The show is co-directed by
Craig Wesley Divino and Kathleen
Wise, who are both professional
directors and actors based in New
York City. The two will also perform the roles of King Claudius,
the antagonist, and Queen
Gertrude, Hamlet’s mother.
Divino was the original director of the project and wanted
to approach it as a collaboration
among everyone in the cast.
“Kathleen and I are creating an
environment where the students
feel empowered to create the play
themselves and just be guided by
us,” Divino said in an interview
with the Enquirer.

Divino is the co-founder
and co-artistic director of New
York’s Fault Line Theatre. He became connected with Cincinnati
through his performances in
Playhouse in the Park’s production of A Christmas Carol. There
he met Kathleen Wise, whom he
invited to be his co-director.
“We’ve been really emphasizing everyone bringing their own
ideas to the table,” Wise said. “We
came in with some ideas and a lot
of experience as professional actors, but we also wanted to be giving them the opportunity to work
with us as actors and directors and
to feel like they could also contribute ideas to their own role, to their
costumes.”
The most noticeable shift is
senior Katie Mitchell playing the
titular role. She is cast as the tormented protagonist, and while
the show maintains the original

masculine pronouns, a female lead
provides a fresh take on a tale as
old as time.
“Craig and I were open to considering a woman for Hamlet but
we were staying open to whatever
we saw with just being gender
-blind casting,” Wise said. “It’s not
like you can ignore the fact that it’s
a woman, and I think for myself
as a feminist and a woman in the
acting and entertainment business where there is such a lack of
strong female roles and especially
in Shakespeare’s canon, it really is
exciting to watch a woman have
the opportunity of one of the
greatest roles in all of theater.”
Horatio, Hamlet’s faithful
friend, is also played by a woman,
ÀUVW\HDU*LJL5HOLF
Mitchell brought some of her
own insights to the part. She is
a process-oriented actor, which
sometimes means doing some

out-of-the-box activities to mentally prepare for her role.
“I really wanted to get into his
VNLQ -RXUQDOLQJ ZDV GHÀQLWHO\ D
huge part of the process for me. I
wanted my Hamlet to be my own,
and because of that I decided to
chop my hair off as soon as I got
the part,” Mitchell said.
“I wanted to be able to dive into
this world with as much freedom
as I could warrant myself. Hamlet
has taken over my mind since, and
while at times he has been ruthless and demanding, I’ll be sad to
part with him. I think his story is
RQHWKDWDORWRI SHRSOHZLOOÀQG
themselves surprised to relate to,
particularly if they don’t familiarize themselves with Shakespeare
already.”
The production will also feature
all in-house sound making. First\HDU &DW 6KROWLV 5RVHQFUDQW] 
and sophomore Micah Price

*XLOGHQVWHUQ  ZLOO EH SURGXFLQJ
all the sound effects using percussion and other instruments found
in the theater.
The show features a relatively
large cast and crew. The production also involves two student
directors, sophomores Hannah
6JDPEHOORQH )RUWLQEUDV  DQG
Annie Mayer, who help keep
scenes on track and provide notes
while Wise and Divino are acting.
Hamlet will be running from
Thursday, Feb. 9 to Sunday, Feb.
12 in the Gallagher Student Center
*6& 7KHDWUH3HUIRUPDQFHVDUH
at 7:30 p.m. with a matinee 2 p.m.
performance on Sunday.
Tickets can be purchased at
WKH*6&ER[RIÀFHLQSHUVRQE\
calling 513-745-3939 or by visiting www.xavier.edu/theatretickets. Tickets are priced at $12 for
students and $17 for general
admission.

simple: Agent 47 must take out
his target. His handler Diana gives
the parameters of the contract.
Sometimes it is as simple as taking
RXWDWDUJHWEXWRWKHUWLPHVÀOHV
must be found and destroyed.
If Hitman just stuck to the
premise, it would appear to be a
grim game with no joy. That is
the farthest thing from the truth.
Sprinkled throughout the missions are many moments of levity. When Agent 47 is disguised
as a waiter, people ask about tip
amounts. When he’s a stagehand,
people praise the stage setup. It is
constant. Additionally, the background characters have their own
behavioral quirks, which put a humorous twist on the missions.
The idea is when given a mission, Agent 47 starts in one location. Depending on how successfully the mission is accomplished,
more locations and disguises become available. By completing
different opportunities, the player
levels up for each location. By
level 20 all the items are unlocked,
with some rare exceptions.

As each location is cleared, a
cinematic cut scene reveals a larger conspiracy at hand. This game
is called Hitman: Season One, so of
course the developer is working
hard on bringing season two, and
there are rumors of a third season
being made.
The game shines in the repetition of each mission. Playing each
level over and over reveals more
and more nuances and opportunities to succeed. While initially receiving criticism, releasing a game
episodically was brilliant on the
developer’s part. Any player who
takes the time to complete a master mission has his or her work cut
out for them.
Hitman is a refreshingly challenging and surprisingly humorous game that manages to be serious when it needs to. Graphically
it is a wonderful title to showcase
on any system. The controls are
responsive, and the atmosphere is
as immersive as can be.
This is an essential title that
makes a great addition to any
gamer’s collection.

‘Hitman’ series concludes with a punch

xaviernewswire.com

Photos courtesy of wccftech.com

7KHFRPSOHWHÀUVWVHDVRQRIVWHDOWKYLGHRJDPHHitman ZDVUHOHDVHGRQ-DQIRU;ER[2QHDQG3OD\6WDWLRQ

BY JASON SMITH

Staff Writer
The game Hitman puts the
player in the role of Agent 47, a
blank slate of an assassin who has
an innate ability to blend in with

his surroundings. Hitman was released episodically last year, and
2017 welcomed the release of the
full game on disc. Throughout the
time the episodes were released,
the developer, IO Interactive,

continuously tweaked the game,
relying on feedback from players.
The result is a deeply rich
game that mainly takes place over
seven episodes, with three mini
bonus episodes. The premise is
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BY TRISHA BROCKMEYER
Guest Writer

;IPMZIMREREKISJMRJSVQEXMSR-RJSVQEXMSRGSQIW¾]MRKEXYWJVSQIZIV]HMVIGXMSRERHWSQIXMQIWORS[MRK[LEXRI[WXSFIPMIZIMWXSYKL&VSEHGEWXMRKMWEJSVTVS½XFYWMRIWWERHWSQIXMQIW
it can feel like they’re just telling you sensational news to sell. Everyone has an opinion—especially
EFSYX[LEX´WLETTIRMRKMR;EWLMRKXSR('7SLS[GER]SYFIWYVI]SY´VIKIXXMRKXLIJEGXW#,IVI
EVIWSQIXMTWXSWITEVEXIJEGXJVSQ½GXMSR

Find a good news source
International sources like the BBC and
Reuters tend to give a broader scope to
their articles. Think about the international news section of American newspapers—those are less likely to be on the
front page and therefore not trying to be
as splashy.

Make sure the source is citing its
facts from accredited organizations
If the article gives a statistic about climate
GLERKIHSIWMXGMXIXLI)4%SVWSQIXLMRK
biased like climatechangelies.com#

Go to the primary source
An article or news story talking about
a politician’s speech might only give you
short quotes from it. Find the whole
speech on YouTube so you can tell if
the speaker’s words were taken out of
context.

Xavier Newswire

Don’t just listen to what
you want to hear
6IEHSTMRMSREVXMGPIWHIFEXI[MXL]SYV
peers and ask questions! We’ll be running
XLMWGSYRXV]WSSRERHMX´WZMXEPXLEX[I
know how to listen to each others’ ideas
and opinions to learn from each other.

Some sources are dedicated
to giving the facts
Factcheck.org is dedicated to researching
claims made by politicians and sorting out
what is true and what is exaggerated or
made up.
Pull out what you learned in
Rhetoric or Writing class
If you did any rhetorical analysis when you
XSSO]SYV[VMXMRKGPEWWETTP]XLSWIGVMXMGEP
thinking skills to the article you’re reading
SVGSQQIRXEV]]SY´VIPMWXIRMRKXS(SR´X
let someone sweep you up in a persuasive
argument unless it has evidence to back it
up.
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FANNIE LOU
HAMER

BY LYDIA REAGAN
Feature Editor

Fannie Lou Hamer was a civil
rights activist who lived from 19171977. She was the daughter of sharecroppers, and therefore worked in the
ÀHOGVVLQFHVKHZDVYHU\\RXQJ
In the summer of 1962, she attended a protest meeting where she
met civil rights activists who fought
IRU $IULFDQ $PHULFDQ VXŲUDJH 6KH
worked with the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and
helped to found the Mississippi Freedom
'HPRFUDWLF 3DUW\ 6KH HYHQ WULHG WR EHcome the Congressional representative of
0LVVLVVLSSLEXWKHUELGZDVXQVXFFHVVIXO
For her activism, she was threatened,
EHDWHQ DUUHVWHG DQG VKRW DW 6KH VXŲHUHG
SHUPDQHQWNLGQH\GDPDJHIURPRQHEHDWLQJ
EXWQHYHUOHWWKDWVWRSKHUIURPDGYRFDWLQJ
civil rights.
She was instrumental in setting up orgaQL]DWLRQVWRLQFUHDVHEXVLQHVVRSSRUWXQLWLHV
for minorities, as well as childcare and famLO\VHUYLFHV2Q0DUFKVKHSDVVHG
DZD\ DIWHU D \HDU ORQJ EDWWOH ZLWK EUHDVW
cancer.

“One day I know the
struggle will change. There’s
got to be a change—not only
for Mississippi, not only
for the people in the United
States, but people all over
the world.”
- Fannie Lou Hamer

