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How sweet it is
Xavier men’s basketball defeated Ole Miss and Georgia State in
the Second and Third Rounds of the
NCAA tournament to advance to the
Sweet Sixteen for the fifth time in
eight years. The team will face former Xavier coach Sean Miller and the
Arizona Wildcats on March 26.
See page 6 for full coverage.

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Senior center Matt Stainbrook looks to pass in Xavier’s win over Ole Miss on March 19.

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Sophomore guard Jalen Reynolds (right) boxes out junior forward
T.J. Shipes of Georgia State (left) in the Third Round game.

Students injured in Nicaragua

BY JUSTIN WORTHING

Staff Writer
A bus carrying eight Xavier
students, Xavier staff and
Nicaraguan citizens was involved
in a crash at 6 a.m. on March 12
near Rama, Nicaragua. The accident occurred while students
were travelling from Managua
to the Atlantic Coast region of
Nicaragua. The cause of the accident has not been released.
According to Lea Minniti, executive director of the Center for
International Education (CIE),
students received medical support from hospitals in Rama and
Juigalpa, Nicaragua. The hospitals treated one student’s minor
neck injury and trip assistant
Kenia Castro Castillo’s broken
arm. An international health
insurance plan covered the students’ medical expenses.
Some students received follow-up care both at the hospitals
and in the barrio, or neighborhood, where they live and are
still physically and mentally recovering from the accident. No
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severe injuries were sustained by
students.
Both the CIE and Xavier faculty in Nicaragua are coordinating to assist those involved in the
accident.
“Initially, CIE staff and Dr.
Irene Hodgson, faculty leader
of the program in Nicaragua,
worked to ensure that the students’ physical injuries were
treated and notified the families,”
Minniti said in an email.
“There has been continued
assistance since the accident,
supporting the physical recovery
and also helping student process
the experience. Irene utilized
in-country program connections
to allow for an almost immediate response and support for
the group, both in the rural area
where the accident occurred and
in Managua,” Minniti said.
Hodgson was in Managua at
the time of the crash.
Aside from coordinating
physical care, Hodgson also assisted students with processing
the event. Students met twice

In this issue:

following
the accident
to
discuss the
event as a
group, and
Hodgson,
along with
CIE staff
via phone,
met individually
with each
student to
see how he
or she was
recovering.
A
Graphic coutesy of Justin Worthing
p s y c h o l - The accident occurred near Rama, Nicaragua, shown above.
ogist at the Universidad Assistant Shannon O’Neill is
Centroamericana and Fr. Joe staying with the students to asMulligan, S.J., an American Jesuit sist Hodgson. She arrived in
living in Managua, met with each Nicaragua on March 23.
student to assist with recovery.
Students have started attendMcGrath Health and Wellness ing Spanish classes following the
Center reached out to students as accident, and they are expected
well, offering counseling services to return to their service sites
via Skype or phone.
this week.
While Castro Castillo recovers
For more information, confrom her injuries, Study Abroad tact the CIE’s office at 745-2864.

Sports

BY ANDREW KOCH
Editor-in-Chief
While searching for jobs
can be a source of stress for
college students, the Career
Development Office (CDO) recently launched the new HireA-Muskie website to connect
students looking for full- or parttime jobs to employers.
The new site, which went live
on March 9 and replaces Xavier’s
eRecruiting system, allows students to upload resumes, cover
letters and other employment
materials such as writing samples
and transcripts to a database of
information available to potential
employers.
Many of these businesses are
specifically looking to hire Xavier
students and graduates.
“Hire-A-Muskie is different
from websites like Indeed.com
because you know that these
companies and recruiters are
specifically looking for talent at
Xavier,” April Robles, senior director of External Relations &
Marketing in the CDO, said in an
email. “We have great students
at Xavier that employers love to
hire.”
To get started, students should
go to the Hire-A-Muskie website
at
xavier-csm.symplicity.com/
students. From there, they can
log in with their Xavier username
and password to set up their profile, which includes information
such as GPA, work experience
and career goals.
Resumes and cover letters
for specifc positions can be uploaded and managed under the
“Documents” tab.
Students can search the posted job openings by clicking the
“Jobs” tab. Jobs are searchable by
type (e.g. full-time, part-time or
internship), by geographic location or by industry. Jobs can be
saved and applied for under this
directory, and employers have
the ability to schedule individual
in-person interviews via the site.
The site can also connect to
users’ LinkedIn profiles.
Hire-A-Muskie also allows
students to schedule advising
appointments with CDO career
coaches online. The office has
drop-in hours from 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. on Mondays and Tuesdays
as well as 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Wednesdays and Fridays.

A&E
Voices for Change, a social-justice themed production put on
by Xavier Players, will show this
weekend only.

In postseason play, the women’s
basketball team advanced to the
quarterfinals of the WBI tournament, losing to Siena on March 22.
page 7

CDO launches
job search site
for students

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele
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#WhyIStayed spurs conversation on campus
BY ERICA LAMPERT

he slept in front of the door to
block me,” Gooden said.
She explained that her husband said he would change and
that is why she stayed after he
choked her and beat her. She said
she needed time to find a place
to go and money to survive once

leave someone you love. It’s not
easy to leave when you have noOn Sept. 8 2014, Beverly
where to go. It’s not easy to leave
Gooden started a social media
when you are threatened. It’s not
revolution after she watched the
easy to leave when you remember
videos of Baltimore Ravens runhow it used to be, or when they roning back Ray Rice punching his
mance you during the good times,
wife Janay Palmer hard enough to
or when they promise it is the last
knock her unconscious.
time. Because you believe in
A survivor of abuse herlove and you believe in them.”
self, Gooden came to Xavier
One in four women expeon March 24 to share her storience domestic abuse in their
ry and discuss the realities of
lifetime, and it is one of the
domestic abuse.
most chronically underreportGooden read tweets that
ed crimes. Several college stublamed
and
questioned
dents today have died from doPalmer for not leaving. She
mestic violence and many have
was motivated by these tweets
been emotionally and physito prove that leaving an abucally damaged by them.
sive relationship is harder than
As Gooden talked to Xavier
walking out the door forever.
students, she shared two stoAfter tweeting reasons
ries of college students who
for why she stayed using
died from attempting to leave
#WhyIStayed, an uproar beand fight with their abusers. She
gan, with millions sharing
wanted to show the warning
their stories of abuse and
signs of domestic violence so
connecting with others who
students at Xavier could avoid
shared those experiences.
the fate these girls did not have
“I believe in the power of
Photo courtesy of Xavier.edu the resources to avoid.
shared experience,” Gooden Beverly Gooden discusses abusive relationships
Student Activities Council
said. “I believe that we find
collaborated
with
Student
strength in community. That is she left, which is why she stayed Wellness
Advocacy
Group
why I created this hashtag. I hope when he pushed her out of bed (SWAG), the Title IX Office, the
those tweeting using #WhyIStayed and punched her. However, after Multicultural Gender and Women’s
find a voice, find love, find com- a year of abuse Gooden finally re- Center, Ladies with an Emphasis
alized that her abuse was not her on Achievement and Distinction
passion and find hope.”
Gooden was about to move in fault and that it could not contin- (LEAD) and National Panwith her new husband, unaware ue anymore.
Hellenic Council to bring Gooden
“An abusive situation is a pro- to Xavier to share her story and to
that her husband had begun to
abuse her and turned into a vio- cess, not an event,” Gooden said. discuss domestic violence in order
“There are so many layers to do- to encourage those in violent relalent, possessive aggressor.
“I tried to leave the house, but mestic violence. It’s not easy to tionships to take a stand and leave.
Staff Writer

- Paid Advertisement -
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O’Connor closes
pool for repairs
BY JUSTIN WORTHING

Staff Writer
O’Connor Sports Center management recently announced its
plan to close its swimming pool
on March 30 for eight weeks to
conduct repairs.
The repairs will specifically address problems in the pool’s roof.
According to Robert Sheeran,
vice president for facilities, workers will “clean and repaint the
rusted areas of the steel roof
structure over the area of the
pool. This will necessitate removal and replacement of the acoustic ceiling.”
A faculty assessment from a
few years ago identified the need
for repairs. Faculty then decided
during the fall 2014 semester to
conduct repairs during the spring
and summer of 2015.
This process will not only involve repairing individual rusted
segments but also replacing the
entire roof.
Although the pool is currently
predicted to close for eight weeks,
a more accurate timeline will be
created when the project begins.
Currently, the design work for the
roof is complete, and the project
is out to bid.
According to Leslie Dulle,
associate director of the
O’Connor Sports Center, repairs are occurring after the

swim team’s Big East season has
concluded.
“The Division 1 swim team,
as well as our club teams, were
notified of the closing and understood the necessity to do so,”
Dulle said in an e-mail. “Brent
MacDonald will be taking care
of the swim team needs … The
club teams may reach out to other
pools as well.”
In addition to being the XU
swim team’s home pool, the
six-lane pool is also used recreationally by Xavier students,
faculty and staff, as well as
other O’Connor Sports Center
members.
O’Connor offers lap swimming and classes like Water
Aerobics and the Master Swim
Programs.
Currently, the pool is open
during normal O’Connor hours
except when it is used by the
swim team. The pool closes
15 minutes before O’Connor
closes.
O’Connor offers a rental policy
for the pool to outside groups, although the policy will be unavailable while the pool undergoes
repairs.
For
more
information
about the pool or O’Connor
Sports Center, visit xavier.
edu/recreational-sports/
oconnor-sports-center/.
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Xavier hosts Norwood townhall meeting

BY TAYLOR FULKERSON

Managing Editor
Norwood residents gathered in Bellarmine Chapel on
March 3, promising to bring
about a “new day in Norwood”
through healing and dialogue.
“Having people come together
and just openly dialogue about
who they are, where they are
(and) how they got where they
are” was the goal for the evening according to Pastor Sonny
James, who lives in Norwood.
“A New Day in Norwood”
sought to address a letter from
Norwood’s mayor as well as racNewswire photo by Taylor Fulkerson
ism in the community at large. Pastor Sonny James speaks to Norwood residents about a controversial
About 35 Norwood residents letter written to Norwood Police officers from Mayor Thomas Williams.
were in attendance in addition
to four officers from Norwood geared toward race and reconcili- norities for officer positions.
Police.
The chief announced that
ation. Attendees reflected in small
Norwood Mayor Thomas groups of six to eight people on Norwood recruited its first black
Williams wrote a controversial let- their experiences in Norwood applicant this spring. If hired, he
ter to Norwood Police officers in with race.
would join a force of 46 white
December 2014 warning officers
After small group reflections, male officers and one white feto be cautious in executing their a moment of silence followed male officer.
duties.
The
evening
concluded
before Chief of Norwood Police
Williams claims in the letter William Kramer spoke on behalf with prayer, asking God to aid
that “police officers across the of the department, highlighting Norwood residents in seeking
country are under attack by race six steps the department will be peace in their community.
baiting black leaders,” and that, undertaking to improve relations
According to James, another
“God forbid, something contro- between the department and the event focused on reconciliation in
versial would happen, I WILL Norwood community.
Norwood, “Walk the Wood,” will
NOT ABANDON YOU.” Some
Norwood Police will be insti- take place at 1:30 p.m. on March
activists and community leaders tuting a board to promote contact 28, beginning at Norwood Middle
have decried the letter as racist.
School.
with the local community.
Several ministers in the loThere will also be a contact
For more information, visit
cal community joined a team officer assigned to each ward of the “A New Day in Norwood”
of eight local residents in plan- Norwood in the future, and there Facebook page or email newning the event around reflections will be active recruitment of mi- daynorwood@gmail.com.
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Students recreate Alfombras
BY EMILY LINGINFELTER
Staff Writer

Xavier’s Center for Interfaith
Community Engagement will
partner with the art department,
the Student Organization of
Latinos (SOL) and the Art Society
to recreate the annual Easter
Alfombras, a traditional artistic
floral display in Central America.
Catholics in this region typically
construct the “oriental carpets” in
churches and streets for the Holy
Triduum, a several-day procession
that celebrates the Biblical events
leading to Jesus’ death. The intriPhoto courtesy of Rabbi Ingber
cate designs, made with colored
Rabbi Abbie Ingber assists a family
sawdust, pine needles, flowers and in laying foundation for Alfombra
petals, symbolize the devotion to
sophomore Hannah Smith, plans
Christ as he entered Jerusalem.
This tradition was formally in- to have the pattern stretch to 9
troduced to the Xavier community feet by 12 feet dimensions. Its
about five years ago when students composition will contain dyed
and faculty traveled to Antigua, woodchips in colors alternating
Guatemala for a medical mission between purple, blue, red, yellow
trip. While abroad, Rabbi Abie and green.
“We will be fulfilling Rabbi
Ingber, the director of Interfaith
Community Engagement, noticed Abie’s vision of going big, but I
tourism posters depicting the also designed the Alfombras to
floor designs, but he knew noth- have striking visual contrast with
juxtaposing complementary coling about the celebration.
“As we began to explore what ors as well as intricate geometit was, I thought how wonder- ric detail based off of plant-like
ful it would be to bring a Central designs in classic Guatemalan
American Catholic tradition to Alfombras,” Smith, president of
our Xavier campus,” Ingber said. the Xavier Art Society, said.
The event is scheduled to begin
Since then, the university has
partnered with various campus at 10 a.m. on March 31 in the atriorganizations to recreate the um of Gallagher Student Center.
Central American cultural experi- All are encouraged to participate
ence. This year’s project designer, in the Alfombras assembly.

- Paid Advertisement Flyco Management

On-Campus Location and Convenience, Off
Campus Prices!
(513) 604-7152

Spring Break Specials
www.xurents.com

U -Station location without the price
2 Bedroom Apartments available at 1750 Cleneay and 1760 Cleneay
• Great Location

Great location next to McGrath Health Center
•Safe Properties
•Quick walk to campus •Off-street parking
•Flat screen TV’s available with apartments

1766 Cleneay

• 2 Units -8 Bedrooms -5 Full Baths –Alarm System
 Across from Starbucks
•Flat Screens/ New Appliances/Washer Dryer/More…

1766 Cleneay
 2 Units – 8 bedrooms 5 full baths
1914 Hudson – 2 Units – 2.5 Baths – Pool Table
 Flat Screens


Units: 5 bdrm/3bath & 3 bdrm/2 bath


All modern amenities

1604 Potter Place
• 3 Bedrooms
•Newly Renovated
•Flat Screen TV
•Alarm System
• Great Deck

FOR MORE INFO OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR OF AN APARTMENT OR HOUSE,
• Washer/Dryer
CALL (513) 604-7152
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Climbing Capitol Hill:

Voting begins
for SGA
PPP students travel to Washington, D.C., to study public policy issues
Elections

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS

Campus News Editor
Students from the Philosophy,
Politics and the Public (PPP) program at Xavier got a glimpse into
the world of Washington, D.C.,
politics when they participated in
the program’s annual public policy
trip from March 14-17.
Each year, the sophomore PPP
students select public policy issues
to study in the spring semester.
In March, the students travel to
Washington to meet with experts
in congressional offices, non-profit organizations, think tanks and
lobbyist firms in order to learn
more about their issues.
This year, the sophomores split
into two policy groups: affordable
housing and medical amnesty.
Shannon Price, who is part
of the affordable housing group,
said current developments in
Cincinnati inspired her group to
study the issue.
“We realize that this is an issue
that’s at the heart of a lot of the
social justice issues that Cincinnati
is facing, especially as the downtown center redevelops and affordable housing is no longer as
available as it used to be,” Price
said.
Ben Moore was part of the
medical amnesty group, which
advocates for policies that protect
students from getting into trouble
if a friend becomes ill from alcohol or drug use.

Newswire Photo by Meredith Francis

Students and professors pose in front of the Capitol before departing for Cincinnati.

“With medical amnesty, the
idea is to bridge the ethical or
moral gap that occurs when two
underage people are engaging in
underage alcohol consumption.
One gets dangerously drunk, and
the other should call for help, but

fails to for fear of getting themselves in trouble or their friend,”
Moore said.
Sean Comer, the assistant director for government relations
and a 2012 Xavier alum, teaches
the class that leads students to

Washington.
“It’s really rewarding to watch
a pretty incredible and significant transformation in a period
of 36 hours,” Comer said. “The
students in here can speak the
same language as someone talking to Speaker Boehner or talking
to all the leadership and making
significant things happen in the
Capitol.”
The students met with over 30
offices, including Senator Sherrod
Brown and Speaker of the House
John Boehner, in just two days.
According to Moore, meeting
with these offices can prove to be
a little intimidating.
“You really get thrust into the
moment,” Moore said. “It’s a little
bit learning on the fly, and it’s a
little bit intimidating. But if you
go into it in the right mindset, that
you’re here to accomplish something, and that you know you can
do it and you know the material,
there’s no fear involved.”
For many of the students who
want to pursue careers in politics,
the trip serves as a useful experience and as a look into the lives
of people who live and work in
Washington.
“It’s really just about getting
this incredible experience in D.C.,
about learning about the issue,
how itXavier
plays out on
a national level
Newswire
and how people who really do this
for a living interact on a daily basis,” Price said.

Because SGA elections were moved to
the fall, the Xavier
Board of Elections
is hosting a special
election for seven senate vacancies. Voting
opens on Wednesday,
March 25 at 8 a.m. and
will close Thursday,
March 24 at 4 p.m. To
vote, visit xavier.edu/
election. The candidates are listed below:

• Zeina Farhat
• Emma Gripshover
• Brandon Kobus
• Alexandra Martinez
• Jack Fuller
•@xaviernewswire
Caleb Mickler
• Adrian Parker

Police
Notes
March 9, 4:34 p.m. – A
contract employee reported
the theft of property from
his or her unlocked work van
left outside GSC.
March 10, 9:49 p.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Norwood Police in arresting
a subject wanted for shoplifting from Family Dollar in
Norwood Plaza.
March 12, 12:48 p.m. –
Xavier Police investigated a
report of a suspicious person
making lewd comments to a
student worker in the library.
The area was checked, but
the suspect was not found.
March 12, 1:38 p.m. – An
employee reported the theft
of personal property from
his or her office desk in an
office in the Alumni Center.
March 12, 7:00 p.m. –
A wallet turned into Xavier
Police with a fictitious ID inside was returned to the stu-

dent along with a citation.

access card.

March 13, 1:43 a.m. –
Xavier Police checked on a
student screaming as he or
she walked to campus from
University Station. The student was cited for underage
intoxication and possession of
fictitious ID.

March 16, 6:06 p.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Cincinnati Police in searching
the area of Victory Parkway
and Asmann Avenue for a
prisoner who escaped from
District 4 Precinct on Reading
Road. The police were unable
to locate the suspect. A timely warning was issued to the
Xavier community.

March 13, 2:13 a.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Residence Life with a room
search in Kuhlman Hall.
Alcohol, a small amount of
marijuana and drug paraphernalia were confiscated.
Residence Life will follow up.
March 14, 1:08 a.m. – An
intoxicated student walking
through C-1 was cited for underage consumption.
March 14, 5:46 p.m. –
Several individuals observed
climbing the fences at the outdoor basketball courts were
asked to leave the property after they could not produce an

March 17, 5:11 p.m. –

Note of the

Week

A New Herbal
Laundry Detergent
March 13, 2:13 p.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Residence Life in confiscating a small bag of marijuana in
the laundry room in Kuhlman
Hall. It is unknown who left it
there.

Cincinnati Fire and Rescue
transported an underage, intoxicated student to Good
Samaritan Hospital from
Fenwick Place.
March 17, 10:40 p.m. – A
student reported an attempted
robbery in the parking lot of
Stones Lanes. The suspect fled
the scene after the student
said he or she had no money.
The student did not report
the crime until approximately
45 minutes after the incident.
Norwood Police and Xavier
Police officers attempted to
search the area but were unable to locate the suspect. A
timely warning was issued.
March 18, 2:23 a.m. –
Norwood Police arrested a
commuter student for disorderly conduct while intoxicated in the 3700 block of
Montgomery Road.
March 18, 7:40 a.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Residence Life with a room

search in Kuhlman Hall. A stun
gun, knife and drug paraphernalia were confiscated.
March 21, 12:14 a.m. –
Two students having difficulty
walking through the Village
Lot were cited for underage
consumption.
March 21, 12:52 a.m. –
Xavier Police assisted Norwood
Police in breaking up two loud
parties in University Station.
March 22, 1:00 a.m. –
Cincinnati Police informed
Xavier Police that a Xavier
student had suffered a minor
injury from a gunshot after a
bullet ricocheted at party near
the University of Cincinnati’s
campus, grazing the student.
Residence Life was notified.
March 22, 9:30 p.m. – A
student reported that he or she
was assaulted by another student in the Commons. The advocate program and Residence
Life were notified.
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Israel re-elects Netanyahu
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News in Brief
BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
Campus News Editor

UVA student injured during arrest

Marvese Johnson, a University of Virginia student who is black,
was injured while being arrested by officers from the Department
of Alcoholic Beverage Control on March 18. Controversy has
surrounded the arrest as an image of the bloodied Johnson
surfaced after the incident. The officers arrested Johnson for
public intoxication and obstruction of justice. The controversy
emerges as many suggest this is another example of excessive
police force against a black man.

Plane crashes in French Alps

Photo courtesy of nytimes.com

President Obama (right) meets with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (left) at the White House in October 2014.

BY RICHARD MEYER

Copy Editor
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was reelected in the
March 17 elections in Israel.
Netanyahu’s Likud party won
29 of the 120 seats in Israel’s
parliament, the Knesset, despite
opinion polls, which anticipated
the Likud to lose the majority
seats to the Zionist Union party.
“We achieved the huge victory
for our people,” Netanyahu said.
“And I am proud, I am proud for
the people of Israel that in the
moment of truth, knew to make
the right decision and to choose
the real material things over im-

material things.”
Netanyahu’s reelection came
about two weeks after delivering
a highly controversial speech to
the U.S. Congress warning against
U.S. involvement in nuclear arms
deals with Iran.
Netanyahu also made a statement that negated an earlier statement of his support for the twostate solution, which would make
Israel and Palestine two separate states divided by the Jordan
River. The Obama administration
backed the two-state solution, and
said Netanyahu’s comments might
complicate a peace agreement between Israel and Palestine.

- Classifieds Camp Wildbrook Leaders Needed

Certified Lifeguards/Swim Instructors and Activity
Leaders – Archery, Basketball, BB Air Rifle, Male
Group Counselors, Maintenance, Nature & Camping,
Soccer – needed for FUN & REWARDING summer
day camp in Cincinnati. Six week session begins June
22 – July 31, M-F 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Contact Camp Wildbrook @ 513-931-2196 or
Campwildbrook@cinci.rr.com.

Two Bedroom Apartments Available
•Across from Starbucks/U. Station.
•Starting at $830/month
•Call 513-604-7152

University Station Location Apartments and Houses Available
Affordable rents. Please call 513-604-7152 and visit:
www.xurents.com
3757 Spencer Avenue Duplex Available for 2015-16 School Year
•3 bedroom: $425 per student.
•1 bedroom: $610
•Contact: 513-658-2255
Oxford Apartments, 1005 – 1007 Dana Avenue
•1 bedroom apartment
• Affordable - $455 and up
• Free heat, water & trash pick up
• Parking
• Walk to XU Campus
• Cable & WiFi ready
• Equipped Kitchen
• Full bath
• Air conditioner

Manager: Diana
513-751-0907		
Office:
513-474-5093

“We take him at his word when
he said that it wouldn’t happen
during his prime ministership, and
so that’s why we’ve got to evaluate
what other options are available
to make sure that we don’t see a
chaotic situation in the region,”
President Obama said.
Israeli president Reuven Rivlin
has called for healing after the
elections caused a lot of controversy for the Israeli state, largely
due to Netanyahu’s comments.
“We have been through a
stormy and passionate election
period. This is the time to begin
a process of mending and healing
in Israeli society,” Rivlin said.

- Paid Advertisements -

Germanwings Flight 9525 crashed in the French Alps on March
24. The plane, which was flying from Barcelona, Spain, to
Dusseldorf, Germany, was carrying 144 passengers and six crew
members. Officials say it is unlikely that there will be any survivors. Conflicting reports have emerged about when the plane
lost contact with French air traffic control. Because the crash
site is difficult to reach, helicopters are conducting flyover operations to assess the crash.

Ted Cruz announces presidential run

Senator Ted Cruz announced on March 24 that he is running
for president in 2016. Cruz, a Republican from Texas, is the
first major candidate to officially announce his candidacy. Cruz
made the announcement at Liberty University, a Baptist school
in Virginia. The first-term senator is a Tea Party favorite who is
known by both Republicans and Democrats in Washington as a
divisive figure.

Conflict escalates in Yemen

The United States and Great Britain have removed their forces
from Yemen after terrorist activy has escalated in recent weeks.
Terrorists bombed two mosques on March 20, killing 137 people and wounding 357. ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack.
The bombings come after months of fighting between Yemeni
government officials and Houthi rebels, who took control of
the international airport. Yemen served as an important ally for
monitoring Al-Qaeda activity in the Arabian peninsula.
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Musketeers march on to Sweet 16

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

The Xavier bench begins to celebrate as the clock approaches 0.0 and the team inches closer to the Sweet 16.

BY BRENT RAINES
Staff Writer

After a two-year hiatus, the
Xavier men’s basketball team is
back in the Sweet Sixteen.
Wins against 11-seed Ole
Miss and 14-seed Georgia State
in Jacksonville, Fla., allow the
Musketeers to advance to the
second weekend of the NCAA
Tournament, where they will face
an Arizona team led by a familiar
face — former Xavier coach Sean
Miller.
Xavier rushed past Ole Miss
in the round of 64 with a 76-57
win, just 44 hours after the Rebels
had to come back from a 17 point
deficit against BYU in one of the
Tournament’s First Four games.

Senior center Matt Stainbrook led
the Muskies with 20 points, nine
rebounds and five assists.
Back on the court two days
later, Xavier shattered the glass
slipper of this year’s Cinderella
team, the 14-seed Georgia State
Panthers.
The Muskies never trailed, as
a pair of free throws by sophomore forward Jalen Reynolds
gave Xavier an early 17-6 lead just
over seven minutes into the game.
However, Xavier’s advantage
would be whittled down to just a
32-28 halftime lead.
The second half got off to a
slow start for Xavier. After junior
forward Markus Crider’s lay-up
tied the game at 38 with 15:07

remaining, the Muskies went on
a quick seven-point run to take
the lead for good. Georgia State
would never get back within one
possession.
Reynolds led the Musketeers
with 21 points (8-9 from the field)
and six rebounds.
The redshirt sophomore forward’s efficient scoring was indicative of the entire team’s efforts,
as the Musketeers’ 67.6 shooting
percentage for the game was the
third-highest by a team in the
NCAA Tournament over the last
15 years.
The Ron Hunter-coached
Panthers had captured America’s
heart after their opening-round
win against the heavily-favored

Baylor Bears. Trailing by 12 with ance in the Elite Eight in 2008.
two-and-a-half
minutes left,
Miller’s 120 wins at Xavier
the Panthers mounted a furi- are the fourth most wins of any
ous comeback capped off by a coach. Mack passed him earlier
long three from junior guard R.J. this year and now has 134.
Hunter, the coach’s son, with just
The game against Miller and
2.7 seconds left.
the two-seed Arizona Wildcats
Head coach Ron Hunter had will tip at approximately 10:17
ruptured his Achilles celebrating p.m. March 26.
the Panther’s Sun Belt championThe game will air on TBS
ship a week earlier and jubilation and will be played at the Staples
from his son’s game-winning three Center in Los Angeles home of
ended up knocking him off of his the Lakers.
stool and cracking his cast.
Georgia State
featured former
Louisville guard
Kevin
Ware,
who is known
for his horrific
leg injury in the
2013
NCAA
Tournament.
Much
like
their
thirdround
game
against Georgia
State, Xavier’s
seventh
appearance in the
Sweet Sixteen
and the third
under
coach
Chris Mack is
not bereft of
storylines.
M i l l e r,
Mack’s predecessor, led the
Muskies to the
Sweet Sixteen
in his final two
seasons at the
school, guiding
the school to its
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
second appear- Senior center Matt Stainbrook fights for an offensive board.

Season ends after strong push in tournament play

BY ISABEL SMITH

Staff Writer
Head coach Brian Neal’s winning second season with the
Musketeers came to a close this
past weekend as the Xavier women’s basketball team fell to Siena
College in the Women’s Basketball
Invitational (WBI) quarterfinals.
Xavier’s postseason run capped
off a much-improved season for
the Musketeers and Neal from a
year ago.
The team moved toward the
goal of rebuilding the program by
producing nine more wins than a
year ago, tying Xavier for 11th on
a list of best win improvement in
the nation.
XU entered the 16-team tournament on March 18 as a twoseed for the East Region, which
featured teams as near to campus
as Northern Kentucky University
and as far as Troy University in
Alabama.
Xavier played host to sevenseed William and Mary at Cintas
Center for the first round opener.
In Xavier’s first postseason
tournament matchup since the
2010-11 season, Xavier continued
the fight to outlast the William
and Mary Tribe in the final seconds of the game.

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Junior guard Jenna Crittendon has been a leader since the start of the season.

It was an exhilarating 17-5
run for the Musketeers, crowned
by a layup by junior guard Jenna
Crittendon that sealed the deal for
XU. Crittendon provided the push
to edge away from the Tribe with
fewer than 15 seconds left in regulation to play.
A failed three-point attempt
by opposing guard Marlena
Tremba ended the Tribe’s season and William and Mary’s first
Division 1 postseason tournament experience.
Earlier in the matchup, the
Tribe outplayed Xavier to extend
its lead to nine points with just
over five minutes left to play.
The Musketeers rallied and
came out victorious by shooting
8-for-10 and holding the opposition to a single field goal in the
closing five minutes.
Sophomore guard Raeshaun
Gaffney posted 16 points, seven
of which came in those final five
minutes.
Junior forward Briana Glover
helped lead her team to success
with a game-high 20 points while
shooting 9-of-10 from the field.
The Xavier win sent the
Muskies to the second round of
the WBI in a match up against the
Siena Saints on March 22 in Cintas

Center.
Like the game against William
and Mary, the WBI competition
with Siena was the first meeting
of the two teams in school history.
Siena proved to be tough compition in the Sunday afternoon
matchup.
Following half-time, the Saints
extended a five-point advantage
to a 20-point lead with a shocking
and powerful 15-point run and
put the game nearly out of reach.
Xavier attempted to answer
and was able to narrow the margin
to 16 points, but the Musketeers
struggled against Siena’s strong
offensive efforts.
Xavier’s 28.6 field goal percentage was the team’s second lowest
of the year.
No Xavier players hit doubledigits in points, but Crittendon got
close with nine points and both
junior guard Aliyah Zantt and
freshman guard Kindell Fincher
posted seven points.
Overall, Xavier’s performance
displayed great improvement that
will carry the team into future
seasons.
The women’s basketball team
continues to make postive strides
and looks to have an even more
successful season next year.
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Baseball back on track Home stretch looms for tennis teams

In three innings of
work, Johnson kept
the Redhawks scoreless,
surrendering
only two hits without
issuing a walk.
The second contest was played on
the road in Miami,
but the outcome was
the same, with Xavier
winning its second
straight game over the
Redhawks.
Again, Xavier fell
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com behind 2-0, but inSophomore Ethan Schmidt has dominated for Xavier. fielders junior David
Morton and sophomore Ethan
BY RYAN O’TOOLE
Staff Writer
Schmidt led an offensive attack
It has been a bit of a struggle at for Xavier with three hits each,
the start of the season for Xavier Schmidt’s first career home run
baseball so far, but it seems that being them.
Senior pitcher Eric Stiene was
the team may be starting to figure
solid,
throwing six innings and
things out.
giving
up
only three runs.
Xavier rebounded after a tough
Xavier
then headed to
stretch of ten straight losses with
Lipscomb
for
a three-game setwo wins against in-state rival
ries.
The
first
two
games saw the
Miami, winning both games with
Musketeers
struggling
again to
a score of 10-5.
produce
runs,
a
problem
that has
In the first game, played in
reared
its
ugly
head
throughout
Mason, Ohio, eight different
Xavier players recorded at least the whole season thus far.
The second game was espeone hit and the Musketeers fincially
tough, and Xavier lost 11-1.
ished with 14.
Sophomore
Trent Astle would
Sophomore pitcher Greg
not
let
the
Musketeers
fall to
Zacknewitz was impressive, strikLipscomb
a
third
time.
ing out seven batters in four
In a 5-1 win, Astle went the
innings.
distance,
pitching a complete
He was a little disoriented in
game
gem
featuring 10 strikeouts.
the first inning, giving up two runs
Schmidt
hit
his second home
early but once he settled in, the
run
of
the
week,
helping boost
Redhawks struggled to get things
Xavier’s
offensive
attack.
going offensively.
Xavier will play its next game
Even more impressive was the
March
24 against Ohio University
performance from senior Zach
before
facing Northern Kentucky
Johnson, who came in as relief for
March
27-29.
Zacknewitz and nabbed the save.

BY BRENDAN BURRIS
Staff Writer

Over the last month, the men’s
tennis team has won five of its last
six matches and is gearing up for
the final stretch of its season.
With wins over Villanova,
Western Illinois, Dayton, Abilene
Christian and Wright State, the
team is certainly hitting its stride
and playing its best tennis at the
right time in the season.
The one loss, at home to the
Marquette Golden Eagles, saw
the Musketeers fail to pick up
any doubles points and gained
their two singles wins courtesy of
sophomore Jeremy Schneider and
freshman Gabriel Chaves Araujo.
Following the loss, the team
bounced back effectively, defeating the Villanova Wildcats 6-1.
The teams of junior Zach
Mueck and sophomore Matt
Bishop and Schneider and freshman Arthur Stefani scored doubles points for the Musketeers,
while Mueck, Bishop, Schneider,
Stefani and Araujo all won their
singles matchups in convincing
fashion.
Before the two conference
matchups, the Musketeers completed their four-game winning
streak with a full sweep of the
Western Illinois Leathernecks.
The Musketeers tested a new
lineup during the matchup and
didn’t lose a single match the
whole day.
With interesting doubles combinations such as pairing freshman Connor LaFarve and senior
Michael Moe, the matchup was
too much for Western Illinois to
handle. The team certainly would
benefit from keep this form up as

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Freshman Gabriel Chaves Araujo reaches for a return hit in a match this season.

it heads into the final stretch of
the season.
With two non-conference
matches left in the season against
Western Michigan and Northern
Kentucky and the final two conference matchups against Butler
and Creighton, the team stands at
10-4 overall, 7-2 at home and 1-2
in the conference.
The Musketeers are a relatively
young team, with only two seniors graduating at the end of the
season.
Experience will certainly be
paramount for the team next year,
with the team’s current success

helping the underclassmen gain
valuable experience.
Meanwhile, on the women’s
side, the team has also won five of
its last six matches, with the most
recent being a 5-2 victory against
Marquette.
Big wins by Sydney Liggins,
Alex Brinker, Amina Ismali and
Cristina Di Lorenzo. With eight
matches to go, the team is 9-4
overall, 4-1 at home and 1-1 in the
conference.
After the regular season, the
teams will then head to the Big
East Conference Tournament, location and time to be determined.

Spring training prepares fans for regular season
BY ADAM TORTELLI

Staff Writer
The snow has melted, trees are
starting to regain their color and
temperatures are beginning to rise.
This can only mean one thing.
Opening Day is upon us in the
Buckeye State.
Baseball enthusiasts throughout Ohio are itching for what
looks to be another promising
year for Ohio teams that are striving for a return to postseason play
in 2015.
In Cincinnati, the Reds are hoping to once again ride ace pitcher
Johnny Cueto in the wake of their
massive offseason overhaul of
the pitching staff that included
goodbyes to beloved starters Matt
Latos and Alfredo Simon.
Last year, injuries plagued position players the most, cursing the
team’s offense all season long and
prohibiting it from gaining any
traction.
However, an infield saturated
with potential all-stars will hope to
bring its offensive numbers back
to the fans’ expectations.
When healthy, first baseman
Joey Votto and second baseman
Brandon Phillips are easily the
most dynamic right-side infielders

The Cleveland Indians also
will hope to ride their ace pitcher Corey Kluber who returns as
the reigning American League
Cy Young Award winner for the
league’s best pitcher.
Kluber silently dominated his
opposition, sneaking his way into
baseball’s elite.
Kluber will be supported by
a group of budding stars in the
starting rotation that can potentially be the American League’s
best.
In the field, the Indians
will lean on outfielder Michael
Brantley and newly acquired utility man Brandon Moss.
While Brantley earned a thirdplace finish in 2014’s AL MVP
race, Moss contributed heavily
to a surprising Oakland Athletics
Photo courtesy of cincinnati.com
First baseman Joey Votto (right) chats with catcher Devin Mesoraco (left) during a break in workouts during spring training in Goodyear, Ariz. squad that reached the playoffs.
Major question marks this
in baseball.
best in baseball? Jay Bruce and
If year two as a full-time bigPair that with returning all-stars Ryan Ludwick play the corners leaguer comes with more consis- year will float around first basethird baseman Todd Frazier and and hit for power while center- tency, Hamilton can easily evolve man Nick Swisher, who has yet
catcher Devin Mesoraco, the Reds fielder Billy Hamilton may be the into one of baseball’s biggest to prove his worth since signing
will have no trouble competing in fastest man in the game.
game changers both offensively the biggest contract in franchise
history two years ago, and the
the National League Central, preThroughout his first full season and defensively.
dicted by experts to be the tough- in the big leagues, Hamilton did
If you look to northeastern oft-injured center fielder Michael
est division in all of baseball this not always hit the way a leadoff Ohio, you will find another anx- Bourn, (who is a shell of his preyear.
man should, but once he got on ious baseball team scratching their vious self) who used to dominate
Oh, did I mention the outfield first, the 24-year old flew around heads from “what could have the base path much like Billy
Hamilton does today.
that can potentially be one of the the bases.
been” in 2014.
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America
is not a democracy

The summer following my freshman year, I
worked as an intern for my United States congress‑
man. Part of my duties required me to answer the
phones and hear constituents angrily complain about
issues I could not control.
Whenever I had an irate constituent on the phone,
which was often, I was instructed by my supervisors
to say, “The congressman understands your frustra‑
tions. May I please get your name so I may send him
your message?” One day after regurgitating this re‑
sponse, a constituent angrily barked at me, “My con‑
gressman doesn’t care about me. He only cares about
some special interest groups in Washington.”
While I do not condone screaming at an intern
about your frustrations, this constituent may have a
right to feel angry about American politics.
We all have heard the political rhetoric about how
America is the best democracy on earth. Ronald
Reagan famously said that American democracy is “a
shining city upon a hill” that guides others towards
freedom. Politicians profess their adherence to this
ideal and say that their policies ensure that democ‑
racy will live on in future generations, but the facts
tell a different story.
A 2014 Princeton University study states that the
United States is not actually a democracy but func‑
tions as an oligarchy. Researchers came to this con‑
clusion after reviewing more than 1,700 surveys on
public policy issues taken from 1981 to 2002. The
data was then broken down by income level, and the
results were alarming.
For example, the report states that when eco‑
nomically elite Americans do not support a policy
change, the measure is only adopted 18 percent of
the time. On the other hand, when a majority of this
group supports the measure, the policy passes 45
percent of the time.
How can this be, you ask? Researchers stated that,
“because of the strong status quo bias built into the
U.S. political system, even when fairly large majori‑
ties of Americans favor policy change, they generally
do not get it.”
They conclude that “if policymaking is dominated
by powerful business organizations and a small num‑
ber of affluent Americans, then America’s claims to
being a democratic society are seriously threatened.”
This data supports the frustration felt by my con‑

Edited by: Tatum Hunter
huntert1@xavier.edu

gressman’s constituent and a majority of the elec‑
torate. Economic inequality is dangerously high in
America, and leadership at all levels of government
is not equipped to handle the issue. Anger may lead
Americans to blame politicians for these ills, but is
that a fair argument? The public shares part of the
blame.
When the majority does not participate in democ‑
racy, it loses its edge. We the people decide the mat‑
ters of the country, but when only 36 percent of the
“We” show up, it is hard to make a stand. Elections
are now a billion dollar business because “We” are
harder to reach. Americans vote less, get news from
politically‑skewed media outlets and consider it a
social taboo to discuss politics in public. Politicians
have to spend obscene amounts of money to get our
attention because “We” have not fulfilled our most
basic of civic responsibilities.
So when you are angry about corporations pump‑
ing too much money into the electoral process, do
the system a favor and vote. If you are angry that
General Motors can refinance its loans to the govern‑
ment but a college student cannot, you should dis‑
cuss these issues with the people around you. There
are many college students who will share your frus‑
trations. Civic obligations are not difficult to meet.
This may come off as a rant to some, but if you
get anything out of my article, please remember this
message: do not be surprised when the system mis‑
treats you. You get out of the system what you put
into it. If it is
nothing, do not
expect
much
in return. So,
on behalf of
the system that
was American
democracy,
it
would be nice if
you showed up.
Jonathan
Hogue is a junior
Philosophy, Politics
and the Public major from Aurora,
Ill.

Write to us:
The Xavier Newswire is committed to
publishing opposing viewpoints and opin‑
ions in hopes of fostering dialogue on
campus among students, faculty and staff.
The Newswire accepts Letters to the Editor
on a weekly basis. Comments can be submit‑
ted online during the week. Please contact
us if you have opinions and wish to write on
a regular basis or a sense of humor and like
to draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com.

Newswire cartoon by Digba “Digs” Coker

First Amendment to the United States’ Constitution

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Understanding autism: sensory differences

Before spring break, there was
a picture that made the rounds
on Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr
and Reddit. The picture was of a
simple dress, which viewers saw as
either black and blue or white and
gold. Those with different opinions on the dress’s color argued
vehemently, trying to find a reason
for this baffling phenomenon.
Eventually some scientists did
come out with an explanation for
the discrepancy: with the color of
the background the way it was,
our eyes naturally removed one
of the colors. As neuroscientist
Bevil Conway said in an article in
Wired, “You’re trying to discount
the chromatic bias of the daylight
axis.” But another interesting tidbit came out: people’s senses are
very different when it comes to
relaying information.
This is especially true for those
with autism. Many people with
autism have sensory differences.
They see, feel and hear things in

very different ways than everyone
else. These sensory differences
can be manifested in various ways,
such as extraordinary vision and
sensitivity to touch.
Even from a young age, those
diagnosed with autism are able
to perform significantly better
in sight-based tests than those
with no diagnosis. Some people
with autism have vision that is, at
times, on par with that of eagles.
Notable autism advocate Temple
Grandin said that sometimes she
is able to see perfectly fine while
driving at night without her headlights, relying solely on her sense
of sight.
These sensory differences can
have a profound negative impact
also. Noises can be amplified,
causing pain and discomfort. A
trip to the grocery store could become a horrible experience. The
clashing of the carts, the clicking
of the cash registers and the buzz
of the fluorescent lights can add

up to a cacophony of horrible
sounds that lead to an upsetting
experience for those with sensory differences, even though they
would normally go unnoticed by
most.
Others might have an aversion to touch. A slight touch on
the shoulder, clothes that are not

A different
perception is
not a wrong
perception.
made out of a certain material
— these things can hurt them in
a way that those who don’t perceive differently cannot possibly
understand.
These sensory differences can
turn new experiences into a world

of pain for those with autism, and
it is different for each person. Not
every person with autism shares
the same differences in their
senses. They react differently to
outward stimuli and require extra
thought and care to help them remain at peace.
One thing that is often overlooked is how these sensory differences can make it difficult for
people with autism to relate to
other people. Picture the dress.
Some saw it as black and blue,
others as white and gold. If people saw it as black and blue, they
generally could not understand
how others could see it differently.
Imagine if this were the case for
everything you touched, tasted,
saw, smelled or felt. You would not
be able to understand how other
people could stand that incessant
buzzing of the lights, painful to
you but nothing to them.
In order to understand these
differences and close the gap, try

this: whenever someone has a different opinion or belief, hear it
as “this dress is white and gold.”
Realize that they are not wrong
about what they think; their senses
are merely interpreting the same
object differently.

James Neyer is a junior Honors
Bachelor of Arts major from Cincinnati.

An open letter to Xavier professors

Thoughts on hectic schedules, student loans and lackluster lectures
Dear Xavier Professors,

I know that a lot of you are
very enthusiastic, motivated people who work hard each and every day to make sure that your
students are learning important
things about the world and themselves. This letter is not about
those of you who fall into this
group. Trust me, you are appreciated, and I have experienced firsthand how some of your students
get together after class and discuss
what they’ve learned from your
lectures.
If you have a feeling that you
don’t fall into the aforementioned
category, there are a couple of
things I think you need to understand about your students.
First of all, the class you are
teaching is not the only class we’re
taking. A lot of my professors
during my time at Xavier seem to
be under the impression that their
classes should require students
to be doing homework, studying
and stopping by office hours for
a cumulative 40 hours per week.
Full-time students are required to
take at least four classes a semester. So how is it that you expect us
to dedicate that kind of time and

effort when we have equally as
pressing deadlines in every other
course?
I understand that we are in
an institution of higher education, but the circumstances surrounding higher education have
changed since you got your bachelor’s degree, and it’s high time
you adjust to it.
The main change is that school
is not my only responsibility. This
might surprise you, but because a
school year costs the same as one
and a half new Toyota Camrys, it
has become increasingly important to find gainful employment.
For me, that consists of chauffeuring a four-year-old home from
school every week and walking a
fleet of Malteses every Tuesday
as well as babysitting as much as
possible. Many of my friends and
classmates work for the university
in addition to their part-time jobs.
Then, because we need to pay
off six Toyota Camrys plus interest when we graduate, we’re also
supposed to be getting work experience in our fields, so many
of us start internships that don’t
pay anything. Then we try to beef
up our resumes with leadership
roles and club officer positions.

Meanwhile, we also try not to cry
too much because our counselors
at McGrath have seen enough of
that.
Now, many of us are fortunate
enough to have received scholar-

“We should not
be expected to
pay the tuition
that we do in
order to receive
a second-tier
education.”
Amelia Ryczek
ships from Xavier. I am the recipient of a merit-based scholarship
and I have to maintain a certain
GPA to keep it. I thought that
GPA would be easy to keep up
when I first got here, but then I
realized how many professors

are wholly unequipped to be
educators.
I am expected to jump through
hoops and meet the standards
of professors who do not care
whether or not I’m learning anything. I have been in at least five
classes in which the highest test
score was below 70 percent and
the professor refused to curve. It
is highly unlikely that every student in the class is a moron. It is
entirely probable that you did a
poor job of teaching the material.
We should not be expected
to pay the tuition that we do in
order to receive a second-tier
education. I came here because I
thought the professors were of a
higher caliber, and as I expressed
before, many of them have been.
There are professors I haven’t had
since freshman year whose lectures I can still quote because they
weren’t just experts in their fields,
they were teachers.
At the same time, however, I
have been underserved by several
members of the faculty who have
no business considering themselves of that same caliber. You
may be a lecturer or an instructor, but you haven’t taught anything. You’ve simply spoken to a

mass of young, open minds that
you had the opportunity to mold.
Instead, you left us hanging out to
dry with absurd expectations and
arbitrary policies.
We’re not lazy and we’re not
stupid. We’re exhausted and overextended. Our work ethics are
held to unreasonable standards,
and we’re expected to meet requirements that don’t make any
sense. So the next time you think
that we’re falling short of your assumption of what’s doable, consider that you might have more
to do with the problem than you
think.

Amelia Ryczek is a junior electronic
media major from Chicago.
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MusicNOW Festival entertains once again
By Justin Worthing
Staff Writer

The National returned to
its hometown to perform at
Cincinnati’s MusicNOW Festival
with the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra (CSO). Originally
founded in 2006 by The National’s
guitarist Bryce Dessner, the festival has been an opportunity for
classical and indie musicians to
collaborate and experiment with
new music.
This year’s festival took place
March 11-15 and featured Sufjan
Stevens, Nico Muhly and Arcade

Fire guitarist Will Butler, among
others.
Butler, along with Cleveland
band Cloud Nothings, kicked off
the festival with a show on March
11 at the Woodward Theater. Jeff
Zeigler and concert:nova followed
with a March 12 performance.
The main events occurred
at the Cincinnati Music Hall on
March 13 and 14, beginning with
The National’s performance with
the CSO. Together they performed
new renditions of The National’s
songs, including “Runaway” and
“England.”

Dessner returned to the stage
on March 14, but this time with
singer-songwriter Sufjan Stevens
and contemporary classical music composer Nico Muhly. The
three musicians, along with the
CSO, performed selections from
“Planetarium” during the event.
Live performances concluded
on March 15 at Memorial Hall
with a performance by The Lone
Bellow, Perfume Genius and Mina
Tindle.
The
Contemporary
Arts
Center played the video “A Lot of
Sorrow” as a part of the festival

until March 20. The video captured The National’s live performance of their three-and-a-half
minute song “Sorrow,” which
is repeated and subtly changed
throughout the six-hour video.
The event was free to attend.
“Many of my most significant
memories as a musician have taken place in Cincinnati during the
MusicNOW Festival over the last
10 years,” Dessner said in an interview with “Pitchfork.” “When
we started, we were driven to create an intimate music festival that
was as much a creative refuge for

bles and has helped many busy
vocal students prepare for their
upcoming recitals.
Additionally, Corrothers teaches Choral Sight-Singing to nonmajors, among other courses in
the music department.
“My favorite part of my job
is forming relationships with students and witnessing their technical, artistic and personal growth as
a musician and as an individual,”
Corrothers said. “Helping them
discover their potential while collaborating from the keyboard is
extremely rewarding.”
Corrothers has been with the
department for several years and
knows the ups and the downs of
the position. As with any career,
there are aspects that are more
difficult.

“Perhaps my least favorite
part of my job is saying goodbye
to our graduating seniors,” said
Corrothers. “It is bittersweet to
not collaborate with them regularly once they graduate, yet it is
thrilling to watch them mature
and blossom through the next
phase of their life journey.”
It may not come as a surprise
that Corrothers enjoys listening to
music as well. Her taste in music
is as diverse as her performance
repertoire.
“I enjoy a wide range of music styles and forms, particularly
works from the Romantic period,
as well as sacred choral repertoire,” Corrothers said. “On the
lighter side, I enjoy a variety of
songs from the pop and classic
rock culture.”

Jan Corrothers has performed in a variety of concerts and recitals at Xavier.

the artists as it is for the audience
to partake in intimate and rare
performances. We have celebrated works in progress and new
commissions, new collaborations
and detailed music of all kinds regardless of genre or popularity.”
MusicNOW has featured
many well-known performers
throughout its 10-year history.
Musicians such as Andrew Bird,
Philip Glass, Steve Reich, Kronos
Quartet, Owen Pallett and others
have previously performed. For
more information about the festival, visit musicnowfestival.org.

Faculty profile: Jan Corrothers
By Liz Slocum

Staff Writer

The Xavier Music Department
has hosted a number of vocal ensemble performances throughout
each year as opportunites for performance for both singers and the
audience receiving them.
Most of the songs one
hears require complex piano
accompaniment.
Jan Corrothers, an adjunct
Xavier Music Department faculty
member, does that and more. She
serves as the accompanist for the
Men’s Chorus, Women’s Chorus,
Concert Choir and for individual
student recitals.
A dedicated and talented pianist, Corrothers is a valuable part
of each rehearsal and performance for Xavier’s vocal ensem-

Photo courtesy of jancorrothers.com

‘Chappie’ proves to be satirical, yet flawed
By Grant Vance

“Chappie” falls short with its
large amount of plot holes,
The landscape of science
ranging from the small scale
fiction in cinema has found itscope of the concept of a
self in a contemporary renaisrobotic police force to an
sance, offering a multitude of
unpleasant amount of charnew, provocative science ficacter inconsistencies that
tion films each year.
distract from the central
Of the many filmmakstory.
ers contributing their work
Blomkamp has a clear, reto the enrichmente of the
spectable vision, but he has
genre, writer/director Niell
proven once again that he
Blomkamp (“District 9,”
is a much stronger director
“Elysium”), among others,
than he is a writer.
has proven himself as one of
The performances in the
the most dynamic, sociallyfilm are consistently strong,
relevant minds in the industry.
from Hugh Jackman’s mulWith his new film,
let-sporting, khaki shorts“Chappie,” Blomkamp has
wearing
antagonist,
to
proven that he still has what
Sigourney Weaver’s stern,
it takes to make great science
militaristic Tetravaal CEO.
fiction, though he has yet to
Though they prove their
perfect the art.
chops to an extent, the cast“Chappie” is the story of
ing of Die Antwoord as
a distant future where the city
gangsters is interesting and
of Johannesburg is patrolled
Photo courtesy of moviecreedlive.com varies in quality.
by a mechanical police force Despite an overall messy plot and awkward narrative, “Chappie” was entertaining thanks in large part to the ensemble cast.
“Chappie” is a fun, heartproduced by the weapons manfelt
film
that is worth the ride.
Ninja (played by South African and eccentricities to make it worth “Elysium” should find the simiufacturing company, Tetravaal.
For
more
Neill Blomkamp, be
larities warm and encouraging, as
rap group Die Antwoord), rais- the experience.
When Tetravaal employee ing the questions of nature versus
on
the
lookout
for developments
Blomkamp’s satirically poi- Blomkamp continues to explore
Deon Wilson (Dev Patel) creates nurture and the ethics of robotic gnant fingerprints layer the film, social issues in an innovative and in the next film in the “Alien”
a program capable of giving one consciousness that carry this com- echoing several themes from his visually evocative way.
franchise, which he is set to direct.
of these robots sentience, the ing-of-age epic of the innocent, previous two films.
Thematically the film is enNewswire Rating:
feeling robot, Chappie, inadver- lovable Chappie.
Though many of the critiques joyable and thought-provoking,
tently falls into the wrong hands
“Chappie” is a messy film but of “Chappie” focus on these sim- though the execution is not al— those of gangsters Yolandi and it has enough heart, entertainment ilarities, fans of “District 9” and ways on par with the concept.
Staff Writer
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‘Voices for Change’ ‘Starcatcher’ is humorous, but lacking

Photo courtesy of cincinnati.com

Joanna Howard (left) and Noah Zachary (right) portray Molly Aster and Boy respectively in “Peter and the Starcatcher.”

By Griff Bludworth

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Senior Sterling Shaw performs in one of the many social justice pieces

By Jessica Griggs

Staff Writer
At the end of the week after
some of the stress of housing and
registration has been alleviated,
the Xavier Players will be presenting “Voices for Change,” an eclectic show produced, directed and
performed by Xavier students.
Comprised of a variety of
small pieces, many of which were
written by Xavier students, Voices
for Change aims to address issues of social justice ranging from
roommate relationships to heavier
topics including drug use and injustice in Third World countries.
“The ultimate goal of Voices
is to raise awareness and to better ourselves, our community and
our world,” sophomore Players
Executive Producer Eric Minion
said.
The show will especially strive
to challenge the views of the audience with the pieces that will be
performed.
Although the event is officially
sponsored by Xavier Players, open

auditions are held for Players’
shows. A variety of people have
been involved in the process for
Voices for Change. The performers vary from seasoned theater
majors who are no strangers to
the stage, to novices performing
for the first time.
“It is a great group of driven
people, all of whom have been
working tirelessly to make this
show a success. I could not be
happier with the work they have
done,” Minion said.
“Voices for Change” will be
performed at 7:30 p.m. March 2729 in the Studio Theatre of the
Gallagher Student Center. An admission fee of $3 will be charged,
and all proceeds will go to charitable causes.
As a whole, the Xavier Players
seek to educate and serve the
community by presenting works
of high artistic quality, and Voices
for Change plans to serve that
mission statement. For additional
information on Xavier Players,
look for its Facebook page.

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Staff Columnist
It is easy to feel as if theater demands either huge musical numbers or a profound stance on life
to warrant its price of admission,
especially at such a grand venue
as Playhouse in the Park’s Marx
Theater.
The Playhouse’s production of
“Peter and the Starcatcher” tries to
subvert exactly these sentiments.
Rife with innovative direction
and design, lively performances
and cackle-inducing one-liners,
“Peter” has its share of faults, but
ultimately proves that sometimes
theatre can just be fun and accessible without sacrificing attention
to production quality.
“Peter and the Starcatcher”
is Rick Elice’s stage adaptation
of the Dave Barry and Ridley
Pearson’s childrens’ novel, “Peter
and the Starcatchers,” a prequel to
J.M. Barrie’s classic, “Peter Pan.”
The play follows a young
starcatcher apprentice, Molly
Aster (Joanna Howard) and a reluctant orphan whose parents left
him nameless (Noah Zachary) as

they seek to safely convey a chest
full of magical “star-stuff ” across,
dodging and duping traitorous
fellow-Brits and the villainous
Captain Black Stache (Tom Story).
Much of the first act is made
up of exposition and narrative
which justifies raucous and rapid
fire comedy in the second act.
The second act, though, provides no break from laughter,
mixing groan-worthy puns, pop
culture references, careful innuendo and slapstick. No, this is not
high-level comedy, but the jokes
usually land, and the ones that
don’t are quickly forgotten as new
ones arise.
Howard, as our ingenue, delivers her lines with a haughty,
adolescent condescension which
draws laughs and teams with
Zachary to provide the show with
adequate emotional backbone. It
is the comedic talents of Story as
our antagonist, Black Stache and
José Restrepo as his crony, Smee,
that justify the price of admission.
Both possess a natural gift for
comedic timing and inflection,
and even after a prop failure fol-

lowed by a sound glitch followed
by a cast-wide break of character
during the performance I attended, Story drew the audience back
in with an improvised quip and
winning smile.
Direction and design, however, were “Peter’s” real shows of
theatrical craft, as lights, set and
blocking worked in tandem to
suggest wild and fantastic settings.
James Kronzer’s set is simple,
offering an appealing blend of
simple shapes and colors as the
backdrop for Kenton Yeager’s
captivating light. When the jokes
are over, the show tries just a little
too hard to shoehorn in a message
about growing up and contort the
remaining loose ends so that they
connect with “Peter Pan,” and the
last ten minutes fall flat. But if
this ruins the show for you, perhaps you missed the show’s more
profound appeal to every theatregoer’s desire to be forever a boy or
girl and to never grow up.

Newswire Rating:

Edgecliff Vocal Ensemble performs in Bach Festival
By Aiyana Moore

Staff Writer

The 2015 Cincinnati Bach
Festival is bringing the music of
Johann Sebastian Bach to modern
Cincinnati. The festival showcases
a variety of vocal and instrumental music from Bach in events
ocurring all over Cincinnati. On
Tuesday, Christ Church Cathedral
welcomed the Xavier Edgecliff
Vocal Ensemble (EVE) to join the
festival as part of its reoccurring
event, Music Live with Lunch.
“EVE has participated with
Music Live with Lunch almost
every year for about the past
eight years,” Dr. Tom Merrill,
conductor of EVE and chair of
the Department of Music and
Theatre, said.
The festival, which is only in its
second year, provided a wonderful
reason for EVE members to perform some of Bach’s music.
“I am most excited that my students could learn to sing the music of the great masters, because
Bach is worth every note,” Merrill
said.
Music Live at Lunch is held
every Tuesday and welcomes a
variety of musical performances.
Through March, however, Music
Live at Lunch focused mainly on

Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org

The famed German composer for whom the Cincinnati music festival is named

the music of Bach in honor of the
festival.
“EVE performed Bach’s
‘Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste
Zeit (BWV 106),’ a fast moving
piece for choir with various solos and small ensemble snippets,”
Stephanie Ambrose, an EVE
member, said over email.
The piece has contrasting sections which, according to Laura
Debrunner, another EVE member, add to the overall experience.
“The thing I love most about
the Cantata is how Bach uses text

painting in the piece,” Debrunner
said. “One section of the piece
talks about the coming of Jesus
and is juxtaposed with text that
is more grim. It creates a great
effect.”
The Cincinnati Bach Festival
will continue through Saturday,
March 28. Concert tickets for
students are $25. Music Live at
Lunch will continue through May
at 12:10 p.m. each Tuesday in
downtown Cincinnati. Entry is
free though lunch is available for
purchase in the cathedral for $5.
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If you are looking for a place to
buy gently used books, a cozy atmosphere to dive into hundreds
of stories or even just a new
store to explore, Duttenhofer’s
is the place to go. BStaffGWriter C
Y

ABE

OSTELLO

Whether its art history, biology or
I had the pleasure of speaking with
literary theory, here at Xavier there the current owner of the shop, Kim
is no shortage of reading material. Steiziek, about not only the state of
Sometimes it all feels rather daunt- her shop, but the state of print media
ing. The good news is that there are in general. During our conversation,
many books one can read for fun. Of it became clear that Ms. Steiziek has a
course then the question arises: where passion for what she does.
should you buy a book around here?
“The best thing is giving a book
Look no further than Duttenhofer’s new life,” Steiziek said. “It is sad to
Books in Clifton. The shop is a short see some books go, but it’s nice to
drive from campus.
know they are going to bring someDuttenhofer’s opened in 1978 by one else joy.”
a retired UC geography professor.
For instance, she recently sold an
Ever since then, the one-of-a-kind abolishment pamphlet. However, she
shop has served the UC commu- also told me that her greatest joy is to
nity and Cincinnati in general with give someone else the joy of discovits eclectic
ering somecollection
thing
new
of books. It
in a book.
has its own
Steiziek readKim Steiziek ily admitted that
unique character, with the lack of
space between shelves giving it an owning a bookshop is not what it
undeniably cozy charm. Of course, used to be, but in the same breath she
that is not all the shop has to offer. expressed her belief that while overIt has a plethora of books ranging all printing of books may be down,
from 18th -century Bibles to mod- the cream of the crop still remains.
ernist novels for a only a few dollars. In short, as print media becomes
Whatever your literary taste may be, scarcer, the quality is arguably getting
Duttenhofer’s can meet your needs
better.
The real appeal of Duttenhoffer’s
“There have been studies that
lies in the experience of finding the show comprehension comes from
right book. The process of consider- sitting down with a physical book,”
ation, and the search for something Steiziek said. “I think there is a lastunknown, is a less common con- ing appeal there.”
cept in the modern world of readNow more than ever it is imporing. This is an experience that can- tant for us to stop, put down our
not be duplicated on Amazon or an iPhones and try to concentrate on a
E-Reader. There is a freedom that is good book. It is important to be able
lacking from this generation’s com- to enjoy silence, to take a moment for
mon experience. In a world in which ourselves. There may not be a better
we are constantly being lumped into way to do this than to buy a good
one target demographic or another, book from Duttenhoffer’s.
there is freedom in selecting one’s
Duttenhoffer’s is open 11 a.m. to
own book that cannot be duplicated. 6 p.m. Monday through Thursday
Duttenhoffers, appears to be about and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Friday and
thought, not commerce. Thought is Saturday. You can find it online at
something that is impossible to place www.duttenhoffers.com.
an appropriate value on.

“

The best thing is giving
a book new life

”
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