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Students seek transparency
with SGA’s safety petition
BY ED MORLEY
Campus News Editor
Student Government Association (SGA)
Executives Seth Walsh, Kristin Sanﬁlippo
and Matt Moreﬁeld and senior Mike Czopek
have created a petition for students to be
notiﬁed of security threats off campus in
light of two fatal shootings that occurred
within one mile of campus last week.
The shootings occurred at the Evanston
Recreation Center and the Marathon gas
station on Montgomery Road a week ago,
last Sunday and Tuesday respectively.
SGA president Seth Walsh has set a target of 1,500 signatures for the petition, entitled “Xavier University Administration: Be
more transparent about safety concerns in
immediate off-campus areas,” before sitting
down with the university administration.
“Once the signatures are reached, we
are going to take it to various administrators and push for immediate reform,” Walsh
said. “We really think we’ll get the action [of
more readily available information to students] that we desire.”
Despite his optimism, Walsh remains
perturbed by the fact that both he and the
student body were not made aware of the
shootings.
“It is shocking to me that Xavier would
not notify the student body about situations
that happened so close to campus,” Walsh
said. “It’s been over a week now, and Xavier
still hasn’t made a statement.”
Assistant Vice President for Audit &
Risk Management Jeff Coleman insists that
the safety of the students remains a priority and that he fully intends on cooperating
with the students of the university to alter
safety notiﬁcation methods.
“Required safety notiﬁcations and the
discretion involved in making them is an
ongoing priority for Xavier administrators
to insure the safety of students, employees
and visitors while on our campus,” Coleman
said. “The request by some students for
increased notiﬁcation about off-campus
crimes is being taken very seriously, and we
will work with designated students to review
the guidelines.”
Before press, 605 people have signed the
petition. Some of those have made their
opinions on the matter known in the comments section of the web page.
“With the amount of technology available today, there should be no reason that
we should hear a response about gunshots
so late,” junior Becky Gallagher said. “It’s
a necessity to inform students about such
issues.”
To sign the petition, go to http://www.change.
org/petitions/xavier-university-adminstrationbe-more-transparent-about-safety-concerns-inimmediate-off-campus-areas.
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Third annual Great Debate
hosted in the GSC Theater
BY DAVID MAXWELL
Staff Writer

Xavier University hosted the third annual Great Debate on Friday, Feb. 1, in
the Gallagher Student Center Theater.
This year’s debate featured student competitors from Xavier, Miami University and
University of Dayton.
Three students from each school competed and Xavier placed second in the
event for the third straight year, only 7.5
points behind Dayton. Xavier’s debaters
included sophomore Chuma Nnawulezi,
junior Lauren White and Mark Talbot.
According to information provided by
the Ofﬁce of Multicultural Affairs, “the
Great Debate is an intellectual and cultural
forum debating current ‘hot topic’ issues
and social problems from the contemporary
perspectives of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
Malcolm X and a synthesis of the two perspectives.” The topic selected this year was
“The New Middle Class: America’s Working
Poor or Arrested Development?” Xavier
took the position of Dr. King, Miami debated from the perspective of Malcom X
and Dayton selected the synthesis position.
The debate featured opening argument,
rebuttal and closing argument segments,
which were interposed by cultural vignettes.
These vignettes included singing, poetry
reading and other dramatic performances
from students of the competing universities. Senior Kristen Rodgers of Xavier recited poetry and the Xavier Gospel Choir
also performed. Judges scored the debate

Newswire Photo by Sarabeth Cuddihy

Junior Erin Arney and sophomore Chuma Nnawulezi present the opening arguement of the Great Debate.

based on procedure, content, organization, delivery and timekeeping.
The Great Debate is the brainchild
of Dr. Amiri Al-Hadid and was started
in Nashville, Tenn., in 1985. The debate, per the vision of Dr. Al-Hadid,
attempts to create a forum for young
people to investigate current social and
cultural issues through the lens of Dr.
King and Malcom X. While these perspectives have traditionally been viewed
as conﬂicting, Al-Hadid believed that at
their core, they were of similar beliefs
and that an open dialogue comparing
these perspectives would be beneﬁcial.
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Equestrian team, one of the fastest
growing competitive teams at Xavier
Photo Courtesy of Lauren Heft

Pictured (from L-R): Firstyear Bethany Barlow, junior
Stevie Manhart, sophomore Lizz
Kingsbury, sophomore Jaclynn
Hipp, senior Alex Calvert, sophomore Lauren Heft (on Akashi the
horse) and coach Sarah Oelerich
smile for the camera.
See CAMPUS
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XSADDED and Ultimate Chili Cook-Off Alternative Breaks’ silent
auction in GSC succeeds
hosted in Gallagher Student Center
past fundrasing goals
By Jenny Mendoza
Campus News Editor

On Friday, Feb. 1, XSADDED
held their second annual chili
cook-off in the Gallagher Student
Center atrium.
There were about 60 people in
attendance at the cook off, from 5
p.m. to 9 p.m.
In addition to the chili cook off
hosted by XSADDED last week
in the Gallagher Student Center,
(GSC) this Friday, February 8 will
be the second annual Ultimate

Chili Cook-Off.
Students had until
Tuesday to enter into
the competition, with
prizes award to the
first, second and third
place winners.
Gift cards of $30,
$15 and $5, respectively, will be handed
out to the winners.
The Ultimate Chili
Cook-Off will be focused on helping to
educate students on
the struggles of college life, discussing

topics such as establishing better
sleep schedules, developing good
study habits and handling college
By Jenny Mendoza
stress.
There will also be a surprise co- Campus News Editor
sponsor.

Photo courtesy of Sarabeth Cuddihy

(Left) Brittany Zoeller, Vice President of XSADDED, and (right) senior volunteer Matt Ketteman serving chili at GSC.

Valentine’s dance in Cintas
By Larry Baibak
Staff Writer

On Friday, Feb. 1 Gentlemen
Organized for Achievement &
Leadership (G.O.A.L.), Ladies
with Emphasis on Achievement
& Distinction (L.E.A.D.) and
Alternative Breaks (AB) hosted
the Valentine’s Dance.
While the banquet doors were
open, the lights were off and the
music was thumping, the tables
were empty.
However, tucked together
in front of the DJ booth, about
three dozen people were dancing,
waving and tapping their feet.
The circle of men and women in suits and dresses, ties undone and high heels kicked off,
breathed, bounced and rippled
with the beat.
“I had a great night,” Erin
Arney, president of L.E.A.D.,
said. “We were pretty happy with
the turnout earlier and we were
able to raise money for the AB
trip. Overall I’d say it was a pretty
good event.”
Darnell Miller, president of
G.O.A.L. and the dance’s DJ, confessed that club participation was
disappointingly low, or at least
spread thin over the five-hour
timespan.
“We wanted to have a dance
that was diverse, that had different
people that you don’t usually see
together,” Miller said. “I feel like

a lot of people complain about
not having fun things to do on the
weekends and so this is something
that we provided for them.”
The Valentine’s Dance was
also a chance to promote healthy
relationships, Darnell said, and
on that point he thinks they succeeded. “A lot of people went on
dates, a lot of people came to have
fun. It was a good time. I feel like
everyone that came enjoyed themselves while they were here.”
For a while, the hosts considered shutting down the dance early because of the low attendance.
However, after the intimate crowd
conti.
Word only got out a week in advance, and in the future he hopes
their events will be promoted
more—and earlier. He also added
that G.O.A.L. plans on holding
another dance sometime later this
semester.

The Alternative Break (AB)
Silent Auction was held in the
Gallagher Student Center (GSC)
from Wednesday, Jan. 30 to
Thursday, Jan. 31. It was held during the annual AB week, which
promotes awareness of AB.
The auction was held on the
entire first floor of GSC.
Total, there were over 200 bids
on the 38 baskets.
AB received a lot of acclaim
for the amount of baskets, the
style and presentation as well as
the content of the baskets this
year.
The top prizes were three vintage guitars and a keyboard which
went for over $600 total.
The money raised through the
auction flows in all directions for
individual AB trips.
If certain AB groups had not
yet met their fundraising goals,
money from the auction will be
split evenly to those sites.
On the same token, the money
raised can also be spread between
groups who have met their fundraising goals.
For example, the Orphanage
Outreach AB group had already

met their fundraising goals prior
to the auction, but they also are receiving some of the money from
the auction in order to bring children in the Dominican Republic
school supplies.
Compared to last year, AB had
a few more baskets this year and
made about the same amount of
money.
However AB didn’t have any
site leaders work the auction this
year, only the AB Board worked
in order to alleviate the time commitments from the site leaders.
When asked how the AB board
felt about the auction, and about
finishing AB week, junior Markus
Lasky said, “This is always AB’s
best on-campus fundraiser as it
promotes our club, the mission and
what we do, and provides each trip
with an awesome bonding experience to create these baskets. AB
Board was very pleased with the
results of this election because it
completed all of our goals. Finally,
AB partnered with Gentleman
Organized for Achievment and
Leadership (G.O.A.L.) and Ladies
wirh Emphasis and Achievment
and Distinction (L.E.A.D.) on
Friday night to have a Valentine’s
Dance which really ended off the
week with style.”

-Paid AdvertisementAMPLIFY YOUR OPPORTUNITIES.

The Notre Dame Master of Science in Business.
Plug into the graduate business degree for non-business majors with little to
no work experience. This intense, 11-month course of study will give you
a master’s level understanding of core business tenets. And the skills you
develop will complement all that you learned and the talents you sharpened
as an undergraduate. The result? Your appeal to potential employers will
come through loud and clear.
CLASSES BEGIN IN JUNE. FIRST APPLICATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 11.

Get application information at msb.nd.edu or call 574.631.8488.
Photo courtesy of Mac Schroeder

(From left to right,) Junior Markus Lasky, AB
Special Events Chair, Erin Arney, president
of L.E.A.D., and Darnell MIller, President of
G.O.A.L., at the Valentine’s Dance.
01213_0014_6.06x7_BW_MSB_v2.indd 1
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CORRECTIONS

In an effort to better the
paper, please tell us if you
find corrections that need
to be made.
We appreciate your help
in making the Newswire a
better newspaper.
E-mail us at newswire@
xavier.edu or call us at
513-745-3607.

-Paid Advertisements-

Xavier Dining hosts first Valentine’s
Day Dinner in Hoff Dining Commons
By Andrew Koch
Staff Writer

The Newswire strives
to keep the integrity and
honor of all in the articles
we publish.
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Couples still looking for plans
this Valentine’s Day have an opportunity for a romantic evening, courtesy of a new program
through Xavier Dining.
Xavier Dining is hosting a
Valentine’s Day at 7 p.m. on Feb.
14 dinner in the Hoff Dining
Commons.
Couples in attendance will be
treated to a four-course meal designed by head chef Tom Turnbull,
complete with wait service, linencovered tables and candlelight.
Guests at Xavier Dining’s
Valentine’s Day Dinner will receive a bruschetta appetizer and
their choice of either Caesar or
strawberry salad.
Students will also be able to
choose from three entrees, including a 6-oz. pepper-crusted sirloin
steak and a chicken marsala dish
served with wild mushrooms.
The night concludes with
a “chocolate decadence” dish
served with raspberry sorbet.
Clint Kernen, marketing director for Xavier Dining, said that
the event is patterned after similar, successful programs at other
universities.
He hopes that the event will
serve as a convenient option for

students who otherwise may
not have a venue or plans for
Valentine’s Day.
“Valentine's Day seemed like
the perfect evening to offer a restaurant night,” Kernen said. “We
wanted to offer students without
cars or without time to get away
from campus on a weeknight the
opportunity to have a memorable
evening and experience.”
Kernen also said that the night
is an opportunity to add some diversity to Xavier students’ dining
options.
"Students are always asking
for more variety,” said Kernen.
“Creating a restaurant night allows us to offer premium menu
options to showcase what our
campus chefs are capable of."
The meal costs one meal swipe
and $9.50 per person, or two
meal swipes and $19.00 per couple. Students can also pay $19.00
per person or $38.00 per couple
(in lieu of meal swipes) or with
Dining Dollars or X-Cash.
Space is limited and reservations are required.
Interested couples are encouraged to go online to tinyurl.
com/021413RSVP by Friday, Feb.
8 to make a reservation.
Jenny Mendoza, News Editor
Phone: 773-415-6448
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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Oxford Apartments

1005 –1007 Dana Ave
______________________
 1 bedroom apartments
 affordable - $425 and up
 Free heat & water
 walk to XU campus
 Cable & satellite hook-ups
 equipped kitchen
 Full bathroom
 air conditioning
 Parking
Manager: Art
513-961-3786

Office:
513-474-5093

Classifieds
AVAIL FOR 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR Apt on
Spencer Ave.
1BR $600/mo ($300 per student for 2 students
or $600/mo
for 1 student) Walk/bike to school, call
John @ (5I3)288-0427 to schedule a tour.
FOR RENT
CinciVEGAN@juno.com for information on
wonderful apartments across from XU.
From studios to three bedroom apts (and
inbetween!)
Summer and/or next school year.

-Paid Advertisement-

Flyco Management
On-Campus Location and Convenience, Off Campus Prices!
Now Leasing for 2013-2014
WWW.XURENTS.COM
Check out the cost comparison on our website, and see how much you can save in
living expenses by moving into one of our apartments or houses!

1617 Potter Place
• 3-4 Bedrooms
•Newly Renovated

•Flat Screen TV
• Alarm System
• Great back yard
• Gourmet Kitchen

2 Bedroom Apartments available at
1750 Cleneay and 1760 Cleneay

Great location next to McGrath Health Center
• Great Location
•Safe Properties
•Quick walk to campus
•Off-street parking
•On XU Shuttle Route
•Flat screen TV’s available with apartments

1604 Potter Place
• 3 Bedrooms
•Newly Renovated
•Flat Screen TV
•Alarm System
• Great Deck
• Washer/Dryer
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Philosophy professor receives award

Dr. Polt rewarded for performance in the classroom
BY MOLLY BOES
Managing Editor

Notes
Jan. 28, 8:59 p.m. – A
student reported that a Dell
computer had gone missing.
The next day, the student reported that he/she had found
the computer.

Photo courtesy of Laurel Bauer

Dr. Polt of Xavier’s Philosophy Department received the Roger A. Fortin Award.

Heidegger and edited a volume
of essays regarding Heidegger’s
philosophy. He has also published
translations of Nietzche’s Twilight
of the Idols, Heidegger’s Introduction
to Metaphysics and Being and Truth
with Gregory Fried of Suffolk
University and Heidegger’s 193334 seminar “Nature, History,
State.” Polt has also published
a new edition of Introduction to
Metaphysics with Fried as well as
about a dozen articles and book
chapters. He is currently working
on an essay regarding Heidegger
and computing.
Outside of writing, Polt also
has an extensive collection of
typewriters, totaling 270 machines. This collection has come

Would YOU like to
write for one of the
most prestigious
newspapers in
Norwood?
Well, today is your lucky day...
We are currently hiring PAID
Staff Writers, Cartoonists and
a Distribution Manager
Email newswire@xavier.edu
if interested

from about 19 years of collecting
that stems from growing up as a
typewriter user.
Polt was nominated for the
award back in November by either
a department chair, faculty member or current or recent student.
The ceremony for his award will
be held later in the semester.
“It’s an unexpected honor that
I very much appreciate. By establishing this award, Michael Fortin
has created the perfect tribute to
his father, Roger Fortin, and an
excellent way to encourage the
humanities at Xavier,” Polt said. “I
am looking forward to celebrating
future Fortin Award recipients;
there is no lack of deserving faculty here.”

Jan. 30, 6:25 p.m. – Xavier Police and Cincinnati Fire
and Rescue responded to a
fire alarm from the kitchen
of the Hoff Dining Commons. Upon arrival, it was
discovered that the fire had
been put out.
Jan. 30, 8:49 p.m. – Xavier Police assisted Cincinnati
Police with an auto accident
at Dana Avenue and Winding
Way.
Jan. 31, 6:34 p.m. – A student reported that their tires
had been slashed in the Commons Parking Lot.

Feb. 3, 2:26 a.m. – A student reported that his scooter
was knocked over in the C6
Parking Lot.
Feb. 3, 11:10 a.m. – Xavier
Police received a report that
the parking sign for the WeCars had been stolen.

Note of the

Week

Should have taken the
stairs...

Feb. 2, 11:13 p.m. –
Xavier Police, Physical
Plant and Cincinnati Fire
and Rescue responded to a
report of four subjects being stuck in an elevator in
Fenwick Place. The subjects
were all extricated from the
elevator.

XU Women’s Center hosts

mixer for childcare initiative
Tamika Odum is very excited
for this program to kickoff.
“As a former student parent
myself, it was a real challenge to
find affordable, convenient childcare,” Odum said. “I would love
to put a program into effect that
eliminates some of the obstacles

that they will screen the babysitting candidates and that will deal
with the issue of compensation
themselves.
This Tuesday, the Women’s
“I want this to be more of a
Center threw a “Babysitting
cohort
experience,” Odum said.
Mixer” at their base of operations
“This
is
why the referral proin order to promote a Child Care
gram
was
created in tangent with
Initiative.
the
Student Government
This initiative
Association – this should be
will allow Xavier
I would love to put a program into
a learning experience for evstudents,
faculty
effect that eliminates some of the
erybody involved.”
and staff to access
obstacles of graduating as a student –
Tamika also hopes for this
a pool of students
program to grow.
who are able to
this is part of the Jesuit Identity.
“In the future, this prowatch children durTamika Odum,
gram could grow into someing the day or durthing much greater; it could
ing emergencies.
Director, The Women’s Center
eventually work with the
There are 22
Montessori and even nursing
students so far in
the babysitting pool, and Tamika of graduating as a student — this programs here at Xavier,” Odum
said. “The sky is the limit.”
Odum, director of the Women’s is part of the Jesuit Identity.”
All of the babysitters have
If you are interesting in beCenter, hopes for more students
filled out applications. The ing a babysitter, or if you are in
to sign up.
The mixer, which involved Women’s Center is now providing need of childcare, you can contact
food and refreshments, was them with basic training, such as the Women’s Center at XUWC@
thrown so that Xavier students, CPR and learning age-appropriate xavier.edu.
faculty and staff could meet and activities to do with children.
Morley, Campus News Editor
Students, faculty and staff are Ed
acquaint themselves with potenPhone: 513-516-3125
required to sign a waiver saying Newswire-News@xavier.edu
tial babysitters.

BY ZACH JULIAN
Staff Writer

“

“

Department of Philosophy
professor and head of Philosophy
Richard Polt, Ph.D. was recently
announced as the inaugural recipient of the Roger A. Fortin Award
for Outstanding Teaching and
Scholarship in the Humanities.
The award, according to the
its official website, was designed
to recognize a “teacher-scholar
who — in the judgment of students and peers — is excellent-tooutstanding in her or his teaching
and, in the judgment of the faculty, shows evidence of scholarship
that is recognized and given positive evaluations by the scholarly
community.”
The award was established by
Michael Fortin in honor of his father Roger Fortin, a professor of
history and former provost and
academic vice president of Xavier
University.
The winners of the award will
be granted a $10,000 prize and
will be recognized at a public ceremony during the spring semester.
Tenured professors in the departments of classics, modern
languages, English, history, philosophy and theology are eligible
for the award.
Polt originally came to Xavier
in the fall semester of 1992 and
has been chair of the Philosophy
Department since fall 2007.
He has a B.A. in philosophy
from the University of California
and an M.A. and Ph.D. from the
Committee on Social Thought at
the University of Chicago.
He has published two books
about the philosophy of Martin

Police
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Club Profile:

Equestrian Team
BY HOLLIS CONNERS
Staff Writer

The
Xavier
University
Equestrian Team (XUET) is one
of the fastest growing competitive
teams at Xavier.
Since 2009, the team has increased its number of members
from three to 16 and its members
remain intent on attracting more
numbers.
They compete against 10 other schools in the Intercollegiate
Horse Show Association in five
horse shows a year. There is also
post-season competition.
Twice a week, XUET practices
at Honey Tree Stables in Oxford,
Ohio, which provides 160 acres
of land. This is the team’s first
year using the facility.
“We love our new home,”
XUET president Lauren Heft
said. “It’s hard to get us out of the
barn and back on campus most of
the time.”
The team has a number of
goals for this semester. For instance, they want to compete at
regionals.
They are close to their goal
– the top two teams in the area
compete in regionals. XUET is
currently ranked third.

Campus News

There are four individuals on
the team qualified to partake in
regionals, and one more competition left in order to qualify.
Keeping the costs of being
part of the club reasonable is always important to the members.
Because of this, another main
goal is to increase fundraising.
“In the past we have [also]
struggled with getting information about the team to members
on campus,” Heft said. “We are
working to inform the student
body of our team, and how it is
accepting and welcome to all.”
There are a number of diverse
riding levels for members to participate in, ranging from beginner
classes to more advanced jumping
classes.
Even though members compete regularly and ride weekly,
they are looking towards starting
a new club. This new club would
allow members to go out to the
barn once a month and participate in activities such as grooming
a horse, trail rides and other ways
to spend time around the horses.
On Feb. 21, the team is having a
Currito fundraiser. Flyers will be in the
dorms, GSC and other various spots on
campus. Those hoping to support XUET
are encouraged to pick up a flyer.

February 6, 2013
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- Paid Advertisement -

Reality bites.

By Deborah Zoe Laufer
Feb. 9 – March 10, 2013
Four 20-something
gamers straddle the fuzzy
line between reality and
virtual reality in this
thought-provoking, often
humorous world premiere.
Sponsored by Vickie Buyniski Gluckman
and Jack L. Gluckman, M.D.

for friendship.

Student rush tickets just $15.*
Call 513-421-3888 or visit
www.cincyplay.com for tickets.
*One ticket per student ID.
Season presented by The Otto M. Budig Family Foundation
and Heidelberg Distributing Company.

- Paid Advertisement -

Wednesday, February 6, 2013
Cintas Center, Banquet Room 1• 5:30 p.m.
The Diversity Reception is a networking event designed to allow students and alumni to connect and build
relationships with organizations that embrace and promote diversity.
Check out the Diversity Reception Student Splash page for prep information and a list of organizations that will be in
attendance http://www.xavier.edu/career/students/Diversity-Reception-Student-Page.cfm
Faculty and Staff are encouraged to attend!
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Xavier women’s basketball
records first conference win

Xavier tennis continues to excel

Sports Editor
The Xavier women’s basketball
team broke its eight game losing
streak this weekend with a 58-50
victory over the St. Bonaventure
Bonnies.
This win allows the Musketeers
to keep a perfect 10-0 record at
home when playing the Bonnies.
The Musketeers were led by senior forward Amber Gray with 18
points, who added an additional
five boards and two assists for
Xavier.
Gray currently leads the team
in scoring, averaging 10.8 points
per game. She is also averaging 5.9
rebounds and 1.4 assists in 26.5
minutes per game.
It was freshman guard Aliyah
Zantt, however, who led the team
in assists, dishing out a career-high
of six dimes.
As a team, the Musketeers shot
56.3 percent from behind the arc,
making nine three-pointers.
A third of these treys came
from the frontcourt duo of Gray,
who had a perfect night from
the three, and freshman Briana
Glover, who made one of her two
attempts.
Currently, the Xavier women’s
team sits tied for second-to-last in
the Atlantic 10, posting a 1-6 record in the conference and a 7-14
record overall.
The Musketeers will be making the trek up I-75 to take on the

Asst. Sports Editor
The Xavier men’s and women’s
tennis teams left the cold and
snow of Cincinnati this past weekend and returned home with three
victories in as many matches.
The men’s team defeated
Eastern Kentucky University
(EKU) 7-0 on Friday before having their Saturday match postponed due to inclement weather.
The women’s team bested the
University of Dayton 7-0 on
Sunday and defeated Miami (OH)
University 4-3 on Monday. The
three victories push both the
men’s and women’s records to 4-1
on the spring season.
In defeating the EKU Colonels
this weekend, the men’s team increased their winning streak to
four matches. The Musketeers
secured the doubles point early in
the day and then proceeded to win
all six of the singles matches.
Five of those single match victories came via straight sets, with
junior Mesa Mei continuing his
unbeaten streak in the spring season to five matches.
Fellow junior Jimmy Roebker
secured his fourth win in the
No. 1 singles match while Zach
Mueck, who was the Atlantic 10
Rookie of the Week last week,
notched a victory in the No. 3 singles match. The Musketeers were
set to return to action on Saturday
against Morehead State University,

By sabrina Brown

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Senior forward Amber Gray led
Xavier in scoring with 10.8 points in
its victory over St. Bonaventure.

University of Dayton Flyers at 7
p.m. on Thursday. The Flyers are
currently atop the A-10 standings
and have suffered only one loss so
far in the 2012-13 season. They
are currently ranked No. 18 in the
nation and are on a seven-game
winning streak.
The Musketeers will hope to
continue their recent success with
a victory over rival Dayton.

By Kyle Isaacs

Photo courtesy of Greg Rust

Xavier senior Katie Pleiman led the
Musketeers at the first singles spot.

but the match was postponed to a
later date.
Head coach Eric Toth saw
room for improvement in the
Musketeer victory, though he
noted that better execution will
come with more chances. “I felt
we competed pretty well, especially when sets got close on several
courts,” Toth said.
The women’s team opened up
Atlantic 10 conference play with
their victory over the Flyers. In a
fashion similar to the men’s basketball team, this victory marked

Sports Opinion: Respectful rivalries
By Tim Wilmes

Staff Writer
Last Tuesday, campus was busy
with activity and excitement as the
men’s basketball team prepared
to defend their winning tradition
at home against rival Dayton.
Thoughts of Jimmy Carter were
interrupted, however, when an
alleged group of Dayton fans
shamed the D’Artagnan statue
by placing a skirt-like sheet onto
the Musketeer labeled with “GO
UD.”
This prank might have been
passed off as harmless and the result of a heated rivalry if the bottom of the sheet had not displayed
an acronym-expletive directed at
the university. The backlash occurred immediately, as students
vented their frustrations about
the incident on Twitter with angry comments directed at Dayton
fans.
I, too, was one of the many outraged Xavier victims on that night
(just ask my roommate). But since
the passing of that incident, I’ve

had the opporit. Dayton fans
tunity to reflect
aren’t
classy
on the misdeeds
at all. And
of the Dayton
then I went
hoodlums. Even
on Twitter and
more so, I’ve
found the same
thought about
sort of swear
the reactions of
words directed
the Xavier comat Dayton.
munity and have
To me, it
come up with
seems hypotwo takeaways
critical for us
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita as Xavier fans
from Tuesday
night.
to put down
First, I’ve recognized the hy- Dayton, or even Cincinnati, suppocrisy that has come as the result porters for not being classy and
of our Xavier fanhood. I’m speak- then openly shout expletives at
ing here in terms of generalities. opposing players at Cintas Center.
Since I’ve attended this university, If we’re going to put down anothI’ve heard a lot of negative things er fan base or university, then we’d
said about Dayton fans, especially better be sure to be just as critical
in terms of their lack of class. I’ve about our own actions the next
always assumed this to be true and time those hate-filled comments
could even cite an example or two come wafting out of the student
that I’ve experienced myself.
section.
Because of this, one of the
This leads me to the second
first things that I thought of conclusion that I took away from
when I saw the expletive-ridden the incident on Tuesday night —
sheet was just: well, this proves if we want to take pride in our

fanhood and in our support for
our university, then we need to
be cognizant of how we bear the
Xavier emblem.
The reason that I got upset at
the skirting of D’Artagnan was not
because Dayton fans put a sheet
on our statue, but because of the
expletives written on it; they put
the image of their school in jeopardy. In the same way, whenever
we attend games at Cintas Center,
or we’re wearing our Xavier paraphernalia, we need to be aware of
how we act and how we come off
to other people.
Think of it this way: if in 20
years you took your kid to a Xavier
basketball game and the student
section started swearing and acting inappropriately, how would
you feel? Would you be proud of
your alma mater? Of course, it’s
perfectly legitimate to be angry
at the actions of other fan bases
when they intentionally try to do
us harm. But it’s important to remember that we too need to be
careful about how we respond.

the 12th consecutive win for the
Musketeers over the Flyers in
women’s tennis. Xavier only surrendered six sets en route to a
sweep of the doubles matches.
In the singles matches, the women’s team secured six consecutive straight-set victories. Senior
Katie Pleiman was tested in the
No. 1 singles match but came out
victorious.
The Musketeers returned to
the court on Monday with a defeat
of the RedHawks in Hamilton,
Ohio.
Xavier secured the doubles
point to begin the day, which
proved to be decisive in the match.
Pleiman, freshman Alex Brinker,
and junior Andrea Wolf notched
the three singles victories for the
Musketeers in the No.1, No. 2
and No. 5 matches respectively.
The trio of Xavier players each
improved their winning streaks to
three matches.
“This was an outstanding win
for our girls,” Toth said. “This win
will give this group confidence as
we encounter more of these types
of matches.”
The men’s team hosts Western
Kentucky University and Northern
Kentucky University this Saturday
at the Western Hills Tennis Club.
The women’s team welcomes
Morehead State on Friday night
before crossing the state line to
face off with Indiana University
on Sunday.

Coach Mack’s
Tweet of the
week

Head men’s basketball coach
Chris Mack is considered one
of the funniest tweeters in
college basketball.

@NewswireSports
picked their favorite for the
week.
@CoachChrisMack: Lady
next to me on a plane has
her laptop open. Fancy
graphs, tables, spreadsheets on DNA and Dynamic
Biosensors. I’m playing
Angry Birds :)
Be sure to check out

@xaviernewswire
and

@NewswireSports
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

From left to right: Nick Elias, Mike Mitro, Jimby Kelly, Mike Macollough, Greg Rose, Tim Meisman, Ryan Martin, Mike Hills, Nick Folan and Andrew Bush.
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Fencing grows under new leadership
By Caleb Childers

Staff Writer
When people think of fencing
they tend to think of epic duels in
movies such as Zorro, The Princess
Bride and The Three Musketeers.
What most Xavier students do
not realize, however, is that Xavier
University has its own fencing
team that competes all across the
Midwest.
The club fencing team is one
of the oldest club sports at Xavier
University and was started in the
early 1990s by Dr. Timothy Quinn
of the philosophy department.
Although the team is a club sport,
it competes against many varsity
programs such as Cleveland State
University and the University of
Notre Dame during the season.
While fencing is an individual
sport, it is also a team sport in
that every team member contributes to the team’s score. There

are three different disciplines in
fencing known as sabre, epee and
foil. Each style is different in the
way that players score points, but
the basic premise of striking your
opponent before they hit you is at
the core of the sport. Teams are
made up of three fencers for each
event and they take turns competing against fencers from another
school. Each team can also bring
an alternate for each event to step
in if necessary.
The Xavier Fencing team currently has 15 women and 14
men on the team and is able to
field a full squad in each event at
tournaments.
Over the past few years the
team has grown tremendously.
Senior captain John Prijatel has
been with the team for the last
four seasons and has seen a big
change in the team.
“A few years ago we only had

Photo courtesy of John Prijatel

Senior John Prijatel serves as Xavier’s Fencing Team captain and has been
a part of the team for all four of his years at Xavier University.

four or five girls, and now we’ve
got a much larger team. Having
more people has definitely made
this team better and has made it
more fun,” Prijatel said.
Currently Bob Lehner and
Liran Gross coach the team.
Lehner is a former student of
Xavier University who has been
the coach of the team since the
2010-2011 school year.
Gross is in his first year as a
coach at Xavier University but has
been heavily involved in the sport
for most of his life. Before coming to Xavier, Gross was a member of the Israeli National Team
in multiple world championships
and European championships.
He also competed for Cleveland
State University after coming to
the United States.
Coach Lehner mostly controls
the managerial aspects of the
team while Coach Gross helps the

team with their techniques and
skill. The team travels to Ohio
State, Case Western University,
Cleveland State and Notre Dame
for tournaments throughout the
school year.
While the team is competitive
and enjoys attending tournaments,
the majority of the members of
the team had never fenced before
coming to Xavier.
“Fencing was totally new to
me when I was a freshman but
the team did a great job teaching
me, and I’ve personally improved
tremendously in these past few
years,” Prijatel said.
The team is always looking for
new members and no prior experience is necessary. Anyone who
wants to learn how to fence like
Inigo Montoya should contact the
club or stop by a practice, held at 7
p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday
night in the Armory.

Photo courtesy of John Prijatel

Xavier junior Robbie Knetsche faces an opponent in last year’s Midwest
Fencing Championship at Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind.

Men’s basketball looks to bounce back from loss
By Danny O’malley
Staff Writer

The Xavier Musketeers’ men’s
basketball team comes into the
week with a record of 12-9.
Conference games began when
they played Temple on Jan. 10 and
are now coming into full-swing.
The team defeated the Dayton

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Xavier senior forward Travis Taylor
averages 8.1 rebounds per game.

Flyers at home and then lost a
close game at Richmond.
However, the team hopes to
carry over the winning mentality they had against Dayton in
this week’s matchups against
Duquesne and Fordham.
Xavier will be traveling to
Pittsburgh on Saturday to play
Duquesne, a team with a record
of seven wins and 14 losses.
A few key aspects to look at
with this team is that they play
much better at home than they do
away, with a home record of 6-4
and an away record of 1-9.
Duquesne has a very dismal
conference record of 0-7, and
Xavier will look to make sure they
don’t get their first conference win
against the Musketeers.
Senior guard Sean Johnson for
Duquesne is their leading scorer
averaging 13 points a game and
shooting a solid 32 percent from
behind the arc.
Another senior, center Andre
Marhold, is the leading rebounder for Duquesne with 5.6 boards
per game. Marhold averages 5.6
points per game, but he excels in
his blocking ability and field goal
percentage. He is shooting a solid
48 percent from the floor and has
28 blocks this year.
Senior forward Travis Taylor
will look to add on to his 250

points this season but will have
a tough time battling down low
against Marhold.
The Muskies travel back to
Cincinnati to play Fordham in
Cintas Center where Xavier will
hopefully extend their home record of 8-2 to 9-2.
Fordham has an overall record of 6-16 on the year with a
2-5 conference record. The statistic to note within their record
is that they are 0-11 on the road
this year. When looking at this,
it is clear Xavier should have the
upper-hand.
Junior guard out of Brooklyn
New York Branden Frazier is
Fordham’s leading scorer and ar-

guably their best player. Last season, he was the second leading
scorer for the Rams, leading the
team in assists and three-pointers
made.
He scored 22 points and
grabbed five rebounds against
Xavier last season. This year he is
the Rams’ leading scorer.
Frazier must be contained
by the likes of guards freshman
Semaj Christon and sophomore
Dee Davis in this matchup in order for the Musketeers to have a
good shot at winning the game.
The Musketeers will then travel
to Kingston, Rhode Island and
come back to play a very tough
VCU team here at Cintas Center.

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Rebounding proved to be a game-changer for the Musketeers against Dayton
and will be key as the face opponents in their upcoming road games.
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Swimming excels
on Senior Day
Senior Rick Stewart

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

By Nikhil Jelaji

Staff Writer
The Xavier men’s and women’s
swim teams came away with a pair
of home wins over Wright State
Saturday morning, where 12 seniors were honored for their time
as Musketeers.
Seniors Sam Conchuratt,
David Gordon, Landon Graham,
David Maxwell, Pablo Morejon,
Joseph O’Hara, Daniel Schneider,
Steve Sharp, Rick Stewart, Anne
Frigo, Courtney Shields and
Randi Windemuller competed in
their last home meet.
The women’s swim team defeated the Raiders 113-91 after a
second place finish by the women’s 400 medley relay team that
included Carolyn Stewart, Maddie
Day, Courtney Shields and Anne
Frigo.
Frigo took home second place
with finishes with the 400 medley
team and the 200 medley team
and won the women’s 50 free with
a time of 24.49 seconds.
Freshman Mackenna Riffe
finished second in the 1000 free
but won the 500 with a time of
5:17.03. Olivia Wilkes and Haley
Dresner took the top three spots
after finishing second and third in
the 500 free.
Courtney
Shields,
Lynn
Brotherton
and
Randi
Windemuller claimed the top
three spots in the 100 fly. Shields
notched a time of 1:00.73 to win
the race.
The men finished the meet
with a 114-90 victory over Wright
State.
The men’s 400 medley relay
team helped the Musketeers with
a time of 3:26.35 to break the
pool record. Seniors Maxwell,
Stewart and Conchuratt swam the
first three legs and freshman Luke
Johanns wrapped up the record
swimming anchor.
The meet ended with Johanns,
junior Chad Thompson, Maxwell
and Morejon breaking another
pool record with a time of 1:23.85
in the 200 free relay. Morejon finished second in the same race.
Thompson took the top time in
the 400 IM to his daily total with a
time of 4:09.29, and Johanns took
home a third victory by winning
the 50 free.
The Musketeers will have the
next two and a half weeks to prepare for the Atlantic 10 Swimming
Championships held at the Spire
Institute in Geneva, Ohio from
Feb. 20-23.
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Staff Editorial

“During the week of Jan.
28, 2013, there were two separate shootings within a mile of
Xavier’s campus.
Despite the fact that shots
could be heard from campus
and students requested
information, the Xavier
Administration never communicated to
students, faculty or
staff regarding these
incidents.
Though it may
not be an imminent
threat to those on
campus, the more
information
provided to the Xavier
Community, the safer we can be.”
This is the ﬁrst paragraph
of a petition submitted on
Change.org by the current SGA
Executives.
The petition has been signed
by over 600 students, faculty and
parents to date. When you get a
chance, go sign the petition.
Here at the Newswire, we
wholeheartedly support what
the petition asks of the Xavier
Administration.
Admins: listen up. Here’s the

- Shots ﬁred deal; we understand entirely that
you would prefer the students, faculty and staff not to ﬂip-out every
single time a crime occurs within a
one-mile radius of campus.
We know Xavier is in an ur-

Xavier Newswire

about it.
If it’s not XU Alert Me, then
ﬁnd another option.
A text saying, “FYI, shooting at Montgomery & Clarion 10
min ago. Stay away” is better than
nothing.
Hell, even
something like
“Same stuff,
different day.
Shooting .3mi
from
campus” is better
than nothing.
We could
come up with
sayings
for
the
format
of these automated texts
all day, but
that won’t do any good unless our
administration decides to inform
us, ofﬁcially, of what we can already hear on campus.
Hearing shots ﬁred on campus
is code for duck and cover.
But at Xavier, all you have to
do is check your phone.
If no alert comes in, then
you’re in the clear.
It’s a terrible strategy, Xavier.
Get it together.

When one (or two) people get shot
near campus, it might be a good
idea to say something, anything
about it.”
ban area; we are well aware of
the crime that sometimes occurs
in these cities and if we didn’t it’s
our own fault.
Why? Each of us signed up
for this when we decided to go to
school, teach or work at Xavier.
We understood the risks involving
the urban location of our school.
So please, don’t spare us the shock.
When a person (or two) gets shot
near campus, it might be a good
idea to say something, anything,

Letter to the Editor

Every student on this campus should have heard the word
magis used at least once in his
or her Xavier career. Usually,
it is deﬁned as “more.” But
what does it really mean? This
semester the Leadership and
Conﬂict class with Dr. Scott
Chadwick, provost of the university, has taken on the task of
deﬁning that term.
“In this day and age, in times
of fear and uncertainty, there is
a way forward that is uniquely
Jesuit, uniquely Xavier. It is
magis,” Chadwick said.
So what does magis really mean? Last week Meghan

Savercool, LeeAnn Scherbauer,
Katie Keller, Colleen Reynolds,
Morgan Zuziak, Kevin Tighe and
I drafted a list of what it means,
could mean and doesn’t mean.
Magis is “to a greater degree,”
“striving for universal good,”
“AMDG” and “ﬁshing.”
Magis might be a verb, adjective, adverb or noun.
But magis isn’t just “generosity
or giving more,” a focus on “only
the individual good,” “utilitarianism” or “ﬁsh.”
The idea of “ﬁshing” and
“ﬁsh” was presented by Tighe,
who described magis as more than
giving someone a ﬁsh but rather

teaching him or her to ﬁsh.
It is the idea of helping someone gain a skill instead of simply
giving them a product.
From this collection of
thoughts came the deﬁnition,
“Magis is striving for a greater
good that is oriented to the others,
all for the greater glory of God.”
It is with this vision of magis
that we, as a class, move forward
through our project this semester.
Sarah Roveda
Class of 2013
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Respect yourself ﬁrst

T

here’s a relatively
new trend, or rather, a movement,
in college athletics
that has slowly made its way to
Xavier. It’s called the
“boobment.”
Yes, you heard that
right. Boobment.
For those of you
who do not know,
the boobment is a
new Twitter phenomenon in which
college girls can apparently show support for their team
by sending pictures
of their chest partially covered by a shirt
bearing their team’s
logo or name.
In short, women
send pictures of their
moderately covered
breasts to Twitter
under the guise of
supporting a team.
I’ll be frank here: this is
ridiculous.
Now, I’ll spare you all — and
myself — the “objectiﬁcation of

Now, this is not something
that is run by the university.
Xavier didn’t
create
the
“XUBoobs”
Twitter. But
someone at
this university did, and
405 people
follow it.
Four hundred and ﬁve
Sabrina Brown, Sports Editor
of your peers,
c l a s s m a t e s,
ute physically. Show those around roommates and friends support
you that you can support a team this movement. Respect yourself
by cheering harder when Erik and those around you enough to
Stenger tries to make a free throw shut it down.
If you follow it, stop. If you
— because you know he needs the
help — not by showing everyone know someone who does, encourthat you know how to wear Xavier age them to unfollow it. The same
goes for those who send in picacross your chest.
As Xavier students, is this what tures; respect yourself and don’t
you want people to think of our send them.
A movement can’t go anywhere
university and the women that
attend it? As a Jesuit university, without followers, quite literally in
what does it say about respecting this sense.
So do yourselves (and everyone)
all people when we can’t even rea favor and start a new movement
spect ourselves?
Spoiler alert: it doesn’t say any- of respect; It starts with you.
thing good.

women in a patriarchal society”
rant. That’s not what I’m about
today.
What I am about is respect
and wondering where the hell it is
when it comes
to women that
are willing to do
this and, more
speciﬁcally, the
woman
who
started it.
Yes,
you
read that correctly. A woman at Kansas
University started the boobment in order to
“show her support for Kansas
basketball.”
Call me oldfashioned, but
if you want
to show your
support for a
basketball team, go to a game, or
better yet, show that you know
something about the game you’re
such a fan of. If you want to support basketball, discuss the pros

and cons of a zone defense; don’t
let people discuss the pros and
cons of your
zone.
Respect
yourself and
other women enough
to
show
that you’re
worth more
than your
body.
Wo m e n
have been
working for decades to prove that
they are more than just a pretty
face; more than just a body to
please men (or women, no need
to be heteronormative here).
Women have to respect themselves, and each other, if they expect to be treated with the respect
that many ﬁght so hard for.
Many women ﬁght an uphill
battle simply to be accepted in
their line of work; don’t make
them ﬁght that battle to be a
sports fan as well.
It’s like the golden rule, only
slightly modiﬁed: treat yourself
the way you’d like to be treated.

Don’t allow someone to diminish
you to only what you can contrib-

I have come to the unfortunate
conclusion that the biggest factor
in winning the election is simply
knowing the most people.
“Vote for XYZ because they
are my friends” or “I’m voting
for ABC because that’s who my

I have never bothered to take any
student government election seriously. I’ve written in Jeremy Lin
and Rebecca Black as candidates
before because I’ve cynically felt
that these elections were nothing
more than a middle school popu-

dates’ passion for improving
Xavier, but I can question the way
in which a candidate is chosen.
Underclassmen, I’d encourage you
to look at the platforms of the
candidates and determine which
ticket could feasibly improve your
remaining time here.
Seniors, although you might
never actually experience the
changes
that
would come with
a particular ticket, maybe you’d
vote for who will
make Xavier a
place you would
be proud of
when you come
back to visit.
Most importantly, use logic
to vote. An uninformed voter is
the biggest threat
to
democracy.
You see it frequently in presidential elections.
Most often,
a young person
will vote for who
their friends support, what their

SABRINA
BROWN

Sports Editor

“Respect yourself and other women
enought to show that you’re worth
more than your body.”

The future of Xavier
D

uring the course
of my four years
at this institution,
there has been
one week I have always dreaded. It
is always ﬁlled with mediocre pop
music, brightly colored shirts and
frivolous interactions
between students.
Much like a terrible house party,
Student Government
Association elections
are something I just
can’t deal with anymore. To make matters worse, this year
the campaigning period will be a mindnumbing two weeks
instead of the usual
one. Granted, there
will only be two days of outdoor
campaigning, so I may only have
to endure hearing Ke$ha half a
dozen times as opposed to the
normal two or three dozen in past
years.
However, this still isn’t likely
to change the frivolous nature in
which the candidates try and earn
your vote.
During my four years here,

“I’ve written in Jeremy Lin and Rebecca
Black as candidates before because I’ve
cynically felt that these elections were
nothing more than a middle school
popularity contest.”
Peter Adams, Op-Ed Editor

roommate’s sister said is the best”
are comments I’ve heard as justiﬁcation for voting for someone.
I’ve rarely encountered someone who is voting for a particular
ticket because of how they stand
on the issues or because they have
unique ideas to make Xavier a better place.
It’s because of this that for
the ﬁrst three years I spent here,

larity contest.
This year, however, I had the
privilege to discuss with every
ticket their plans if they were
fortunate enough to be elected. I
heard numerous unique ideas that
could help improve Xavier and
creative ways to solve some of the
challenges this university will face
in the future.
I can’t question the candi-

parents say, how their professors
feel or in a way that they think
will most strongly reﬂect what
their religion would want.
These are all factors that can
be taken into account when voting, but what is most important
is for you to vote in a way that
reﬂects what you value.
If you’re not a big fan of sustainability, don’t
vote for a ticket
that emphasizes
going green on
their platform. If
you think we need
to focus on student transportation then vote for
the platform that
has the best ideas
in that area.
You were admitted to this university because
you have the ability to think and
act logically.
Do it.
Let’s not have
to suffer through
two days of the
same pop music for nothing.

PETER
ADAMS

Op-Ed Editor
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An inside look into an English professor’s
academic conferences and conventions
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Patrick Phillips

Staff Writer

Dr. Niamh O’Leary is Xavier
University’s resident Shakespeare
scholar. Teaching upper-division
and graduate Shakespeare courses, Dr. O’Leary has been sharing
her love of Shakespeare with students since she began in the fall
of 2010.
However, Dr. O’Leary doesn’t
just share her Shakespearean
knowledge with Xavier University
students. She attends multiple
Shakespeare Association of
America (SAA) conferences,
where she dialogues and connects
with other Shakespearean scholars
from across the nation. I recently
had the pleasure of sitting down
with Dr. O’Leary to find out more
about an academic Shakespeare
conference.
Xavier Newswire: What is the general
setup of an academic conference?
Dr. Niamh O’Leary: The SAA
academic conferences can take
many different shapes and sizes.
In the humanities, in particular
English and literature, you tend
to have panel presentations with
three or four speakers. They present papers or arguments that

are about 20 minutes in length.
They’re all organized around a
specific topic.
However, the Shakespeare conference I’m going to over Easter
weekend hosts seminars. There
are about 12 people in a seminar
and everyone writes a paper to
pre-circulate via email before the
conference. You read the papers
and you have all of these virtual
discussions. Then, at the seminar,
you meet and talk for about two
hours. This leads to a rich conversation that can result in book or
article projects.
XN: What are the other professors and
scholars like?
NO: There is a wide range of experience. There is young faculty,
like myself, as well as emeritus
faculty who are incredible heavy
lifters in the field who have tons
of books out, but everyone is on
a level playing field. Everyone
brings new work on a related topic, so the conversations can be really rich and helpful.
XN: What was one of the most influential or interesting seminars you
attended?
NO: One of my favorite and
most productive seminars for

cation with Upstart Crow
titled “Ambition and Desire:
Gertrude as Tragic Hero in
Feng Xiaogang’s The Banquet.
The seminar made me examine all of these incredibly
frustrating female figures and
learn how to teach from a
pop culture angle.
XN: Are there ever any arguments between professors or scholars at these conferences?
NO: Well, there is an ongoing argument between scholars who see Shakespeare as a
writer for the stage and those
who see him as a writer of
the page. During my first
conference, this panelist
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu
stood up and talked about the
research was from a seminar
poems
and sonnets. His presentatitled “Shakespeare’s Female
tion
talked
about Shakespeare as
Icon.” Every paper looked at
an
author
invested
in his publiShakespeare’s most notable female
characters. One of the papers investigated Manga Macbeth, a comic book version of Shakespeare’s
tragedy. Another observed representations of the drowning
Ophelia posted by users on Flickr,
and it was really interesting to see
all of this pop culture intrigue in
these female figures.
These papers influenced my
work on my upcoming publi-

cation and crafting a literary career. During this presentation,
this woman stood up and started
yelling, “What about the plays?”
and wouldn’t shut up. It was just
absurd. My friends and I were in
grad school and we just looked at
each other.
XN: Do you have any final comments
you would like to share?
NO: I keep saying the word “rich”
over and over again. A good conference can be such a wonderful
experience because it can be a reunion with friends whom I haven’t
seen in a long time as well as an
opportunity for some stimulating
conversation and dorking-out. It
really renews my enthusiasm for
what I already do. That’s why I
come back from these conferences re-energized to teach.
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The Review Corner

Unknown Mortal
Orchestra’s II
Kyle Grim
Staff Writer

The psychedelic rock trio
Unknown Mortal Orchestra returns with their second album,
simply titled II. The band takes
everything that was exciting about
their debut album and makes it
better, producing an album that
exceeds their spectacular debut.
One of the most noticeable improvements is the vocals. Ruban
Nielson still handles the vocal duties, but his voice is less distorted.
This lends a more intimate feel
to the songs, closing some of the
distance between the band and
the listener that was prevalent on
the first album. His voice is really soulful, adding a nice texture
to the music.
The lead single “Swim and Sleep
(Like a Shark)” is a perfect example
of the band’s more refined sound.
Ruban’s voice sounds sweet and
melodic, layered on top of some
soothing guitar work.
Although the vocals have been
cleared up a little, the production is still rather lo-fi (that is,
less clear). The guitars manage to
sound both grainy and melodic.
The one issue with the production

is that the bass is usually rather
quiet and sometimes barely discernible. And although the word
“orchestra” is in their name, the
songs are generally not too expansive. It is usually just guitar, bass
and drums.
However, they manage not to
sound too bare by adding some
reverb to the guitar and usually
adding a rhythm guitar part which
creates texture.
It’s tough to define just what
Unknown Mortal Orchestra is.
Their music is simultaneously new
and retro, poppy and inaccessible.
They are a band that demands
to be actively listened to instead
of relegated to the background.
Listeners who take the time with
II will find a rewarding album for
a band that is surely on the rise.

Newswire Rating:

Katherine Colborn, A & E Editor
Phone: (440) 829-1379
Newswire-Diversions@xavier.edu

Bullet to the Head
misses its target

John Reese
Staff Writer

It is always nice to watch old
school action movies. They are
movies that do not rely too much
on CGI (Computer Generated
Images) and the action scenes and
stunts are real. This is why I like
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s latest
film, The Last Stand. The movie is
entertaining despite its ridiculous
plot and stock characters. Plus,
I think Schwarzenegger made a
good comeback movie despite
his age. However, it was a box office flop. Now we have Sylvester
Stallone’s new movie, Bullet to the
Head, which is Stallone’s first solo
movie in nearly five years. So, can
Stallone still sell this movie on just
his name alone?
Bullet to the Head stars Sylvester
Stallone as Jimmy Bobo, a New
Orleans hit man who is hired to
eliminate corrupt ex-cop Hank
Greely. Bobo and his partner
Louis Blanchard (Jon Seda) accomplish this task and wait at a
local bar to receive their payment

from their employers. However,
Bobo realizes their employers
have set them up when an assassin
kills Bobo’s partner. Bobo then
partners up with detective Taylor
Kwan (Sung Kang). Now the two
decide to work together, and their
investigation leads to a wider conspiracy involving an African gangster, corrupt politicians and dirty
cops.
This film tries to pay homage to
the mismatched buddy cop action
films like Lethal Weapon, Running
Scared and Tango and Cash, but it
fails to do so. Stallone is one of
the kings of 1980s action movie,
but in this flick, he seems to be on
autopilot.
Director Walter Hill, who jump
started the buddy cop film genre
with 1982’s 48 Hrs., does nothing new here. Given the director’s
long and interesting career, I had
expected something better than
this stale film. The movie treats itself so seriously that it has no time
to develop any type of buddy relationship. Kang and Stallone have
no chemistry at all, and that really
hurts the film.

Ultimately, Bullet to the Head does
not add anything to the action
genre. The movie is based off the
critically acclaimed French graphic novel, Du Plomb Dans Tete, but
something obviously gets lost in
translation as this is just a generic
action movie. There are so many
recycled elements in this film from
better action movies. This movie
has nostalgia on its side, but besides that aspect, this is a cliché action film that can easily be labeled
as direct-to-DVD material.

Newswire Rating:
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Xavier Newswire

Staff Writer

As we all know, Valentine’s
Day is just around the corner.
The Xavier Players are setting the
mood with their spring production of Songs in the Key of “Love.”
Songs in the Key of… is Xavier
Players’ new, annual musical production. Each year, the club will
decide on a new theme for the
show. The director, junior Chelsea
Esmeier, chose the theme of love
for its first year.
Ranging from cute, quirky songs
such as “Pop” from The Wedding
Singer to heartfelt, powerhouse
songs such as the “Elephant Love
Medley” from Moulin Rouge, Songs
in the Key of “Love” plans to have
the audience swaying and swooning to its tunes. The show is set in
a How I Met Your Mother type bar
setting in which 12 friends experience all of the different shapes
and sizes of love.
A group of 12 diverse performers make up the cast.
“The experience has been great,”
senior Alex Rogers said about the
production. “This production
shows what a club can accomplish
on its own, and it is something

Last 5 Years, and Bond will be performing “Somewhere” from West
Side Story.
Songs in the Key of “Love” is also
doing its part to benefit the community. The Xavier Players has
decided to send the proceeds they
make on ticket sales each year to
different charity foundations. All
of the proceeds for Songs in the
Key of “Love” will be donated to the American
Heart Association.
“We thought it was an
appropriate choice for
this show since February
is Heart-Health Month
for the American Heart
Association,” Esmeier
said. “It is our way of doing our duty to give back
to the community.”
Songs in the Key of
“Love” runs at 7:30 p.m
Feb. 14-17. in the Studio
Theater. Tickets are $3
and will be on sale from
4-6 p.m on Feb. 7, 8, 11
and 12 in the lobby of
the Gallagher Student
Center. Experience the
friendship,
giddiness
and even the awkwardness of love with Songs
Image courtesy of Zach Julian in the Key of “Love.”

that I hope continues.”
Mary Bond, a first-year in the
show, said, “Everyone in the
show offers something different.
Everyone has a different background and a unique voice type
that helps make the show what it
is.”
Rogers will be performing “If I
Didn’t Believe in You” from The

-Paid Advertisement-

11

Casual Vacany
leaves the reader
feeling unfulfilled

Songs in the Key of...
“LOVE” : Players’ new
show to be annual event
Patrick Phillips

February 6, 2013

Zach Julian
Staff Writer

From the first time I opened a
Harry Potter book, I was hooked,
and J. K. Rowling became one of
my most favorite people. I loved
every second of every minute that
I had one of those books opened,
and I still continue to read and reread them to this day.
However, I must preface this review: this is not Harry Potter. Just
because Rowling wrote this book
does not mean that it has anything
to do with Harry Potter. I am saying this more for my sake than
yours, as I will attempt to write
this review without bias.
In the first two pages of this
book, a man dies of an aneurysm,
which sets the entire plot into motion. This man, Barry Fairbrother,
was a member of a Parish Council
in the very small town of Pagford.
His death left a spot open in the
council, called a “Casual Vacancy”
(wink wink) and an ensemble of
around sixteen different characters attempt to use his spot for
their own accord, mainly about
whether or not an estate should
stay with Pagford or be a part of
the local city of Yarvil.
This book is just too weird, but
I will give credit where it is due.
Rowling creates many different
storylines and characters that all

intertwine very well and distinctly.
They are all vivid and easy to visualize, but this book deals with
an overwhelming amount of
information.
With different themes, such as
rape, prostitution, affairs, drug
abuse and suicide in a completely
insane town of about 200 people, it’s hard to believe that all of
this started with an empty Parish
Council seat.
It’s just too weird, and not
Harry Potter. while we will try
to read without bias, we all know
that’s impossible.Go back to what
you know best, Rowling.

Newswire Rating:
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Professors talk music
By Laurence Baibak
Staff Writer

Xavier Newswire

You might be surprised how much your professors
have to say about music. I was.
E. Paul Colella is a blues guitarist from Quincy, MA, and member of The Fabulous Cheap Suits
Inspired by: Muddy Waters, Eddie Cochran, Robert Johnson

“Primitive human beings were poets. Our language was much more musical: It had
rhythm, it had tonality… Think about it — little kids sing all the time. And unfortunately, as we grow older, we don’t do that, you know? Sometimes we whistle. But
when we were little, we would be sing-songing all the time. It seems to suggest that
music is something that’s very deeply embedded in our natures—and that this flat
prose coming out of my mouth is a kind of artificiality. The poet’s insight into the
Good precedes the philosopher’s insight. Long before there’s Plato, there’s Homer.”
Dr. Colella teaches philosophy at Xavier University
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Timothy Brownlee is a singer and guitarist from Ottawa, Canada
and member of The Soft Disaster
Inspired by: Radiohead, God Speed You Black Emperor, Bob Dylan

Photos courtesy of Laurence Baibak

“Songwriting, especially when it goes well, isn’t just a matter of identifying something of general concern, nor can it be a kind of secret language
that the songwriter or musician establishes for themselves. What’s great
about art is that it gets people to meet over something and unite in ways
that don’t demand a conversation about it. In the classroom, you get
that kind of coming together when everyone is engaged and wondering
and asking about the same thing. And maybe that’s not so different from
when music goes well. Because music, and art in general, isn’t just about
claim-making. It’s about opening up what matters, and that’s not just a
matter of saying ‘This is true and this is true and this is true.’”

Christopher Pramuk is a pianist and guitarist from Lexington, Ky.
Inspired by: Scott Joplin, Brian Eno, Pink Floyd

“Music doesn’t just speak to the head, but it touches the whole
person. It opens a different window into the deepest questions
of what it means to be human. Longing, desire, doubt, faith and
the struggle for faith — it’s often the artists much more than the
theologians that give us a language for asking those questions.
And personally, I’m never happier than when I’m playing or
listening to music. It awakens something beautiful, deep, real in
me and, I think, in my students.”
Dr. Pramuk teaches theology at Xavier University

Dr. Brownlee teaches philosophy at Xavier University

Bruce Erikson is a hair metal and classical guitarist from Pittsburgh, Penn.
Inspired by: Alex Lifeson, Pat Metheny, Francisco Tárrega

“Layering and building a song, to me, is very similar to the process
of building a painting, and finding things to embellish. But a lot
of my favorite artists and musicians improvise in real time, which
is very different from my own personality. There’s always something to be learned by considering what people do differently from
you. In upper level classes, I tend to champion more creativity. You
don’t just want your students to be copying you — that’s not what
I’m here for. It’s exciting to see students find the thing that inspires
them. The cool thing about music, like with painting, is that it’s
expansive; not reductive. And if I could put it into words, then I
wouldn’t play music.”

Photos courtesy of Bruce Erikson

Mr. Erikson teaches drawing, painting and illustration at Xavier University
Katherine Colborn, Feature Editor
Phone: (440) 829-1379

