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Lawsuit blasts Xavier officials
Finch and Michels call de Silva’s tenure as chair
“autocratic, arbitrary and capricious”

Patrick Stevenson
Editor-in-Chief

A lawsuit filed by Dr.
Tara Michels and Dr. Miriam Finch last week in U.S.
District Court accuses Dr.
Indrawansa de Silva of executing “a campaign to marginalize and discriminate
against women in Communication Arts.”
Finch and Michels’ initial
filing claims that they “were
treated differently than their
male colleagues in pay,
terms, conditions and privileges of their employment at
Xavier.”
However, legal experts
contacted by the Newswire
think that the damages (over
$20 million) the plaintiffs
are asking for are inflated.
“Since the plaintiffs are
asking that Xavier be barred
from hiring replacements
for them, the plaintiffs are
probably are trying to force
Xavier to guarantee their
positions, along with securing back pay,” said George
Reul, an attorney specializing in employment law at

the law firm of Freking &
Betz in Cincinnati who was
contacted by the Newswire
to provide legal analysis of
this case.
Reul says this case may

“

This case has just
started, Xavier
hasn’t even had
a chance to file
their answer to
the charges yet.
-George Reul

”

not go to trial.
“The vast majority of
these kinds of cases are resolved without a jury trial,”
said Reul.
Reul also doubts that
the $20 million number has
much significance.
“I think that amount is
just an attention grabber, it
is hard to put an exact dollar amount on damages
sought,” said Reul. “I doubt

anyone is getting $20 million from this lawsuit.”
Finch and Michels allege that when they brought
their concerns to Dr. Janice
Walker, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
in the 2006-07 academic
year Walker told Finch and
Michels “that they were not
being discriminated against,
and that the problem in the
department was them.”
While many of the accusations in the lawsuit seem
damning, Reul cautioned
against drawing any conclusions too soon, reminding
observers that only one side
of the story has been told
thus far.
“This case has just started, Xavier hasn’t even had a
chance to file their answer to
the charges yet,” said Reul.
The lawsuit alleges that
later that year, Dr. Roger
Fortin, Academic Vice President and Provost, “ordered
Finch and Michels to his office where he told them that
the problems of the department were all their fault and

that he believed that they
were not being discriminated against. He told them that
if they persisted in making
such claims he would see to
it that they were subject to
further discipline.”
Both Walker and Fortin
declined to respond to these
charges, citing Xavier’s policy on not commenting on
pending litigation.
Michels also accuses
Walker of appointing a biased committee to review
her application for promotion in October 2007.
Two committee members

were particularly objectionable to Michels: Dr. Norman Finkelstein, a professor
in the English department
“known for his sexist views,”
and Dr. William Hagerty, a
professor in the Communication Arts department, who
“made prejudicial and discriminatory arguments not
involving the department
criteria for promotion in an
attempt to sway the committee members’ opinions
against Professor Michels’
promotion.”
In what appears to have
been the action that trig-

“

[Fortin] ordered Finch and Michels
to his office where he told them that
the problems of the department
were all their fault and that he believed that they were not being discriminated against.
-Lawsuit filed by Finch
and Michels on Dec.3

gered the lawsuit, Finch
and Michels allege that on
Nov. 17, 2007, Fortin suspended Finch and Michels’
promotion process, and then
“wrote to Finch and Michels
that he was asking the university Hearing Committee
to dismiss them from the
university.”
The lawsuit alleges that
“it was unclear what [Fortin’s] reasons were, but,
upon knowledge and belief, it appeared that he was
retaliating against the two
tenured women for their discrimination claims relating
to gender and Professor de
Silva, and their continued
presence as tenured women
faculty in de Silva’s department.”
The initial court proceedings, a case management
conference with Judge Steven Martin in the Hamilton
County Court of Common
Pleas, have been postponed
until Jan. 28 at 1:30 p.m.
For further updates on
this story, visit www.xavier.
edu/newswire.

”
Zumbiel demolition What about us?
Students concerned lawsuit
may hurt academic experience

delayed yet again

Implosion date tentatively pushed
back until the morning of Jan. 19

Patrick Stevenson
Editor-in-Chief

Newswire photo By Erika Bresee

A date has finally been set for the implosion of the Zumbiel Packaging Plant.
Xavier is reasonably sure that the much anticipated event will take place in the
early morning on Jan. 19. That date was moved back due to prep work, the holidays and the basketball season.
T o
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Students in the communication arts department are
very concerned about how
the legal battle between several members of the communications department might
affect their education.
“I have two classes
scheduled with Dr. Michels
next semester as well as
one with Dr. de Silva. I am
afraid that a long process of
litigation will impede on the
ability of my professors to
complete the terms of their
contract and has the possibility of a change of instructor part of the way through
the semester, which is unacceptable to me,” said Steve
Newsome, a junior communications major.
“I believe the people here
that will be the most affected are not the faculty, but
rather, the students,” said

a n d

Pat Foley, a junior public relations major.
“I’m concerned that this
lawsuit may affect the quality and diversity of courses
offered in the communications department,” said a
sophomore
Communications major who spoke to
the Newswire under condition of anonymity.
Several students wondered whether the Communication Arts department
could provide a good atmosphere for learning with
most of the faculty facing
off in a contentious lawsuit.
“I don’t understand how
de Silva, Hagerty, Wagner,
Michels and Finch are going
to be able to work together
after this,” said a senior
Communications major who
requested anonymity.
Some students wondered
if some of the parties involved should be placed on

A f f l i ct
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administrative leave while
the lawsuit is resolved.
Newsome said that in his
experience, parties involved
in lawsuits such as this are
placed on administrative
leave.
“My question is, why
is this case any different?”
said Newsome.
“I believe that all parties
named in this suit should
take a leave of absence or
resign for not only their
best interests but also for
Xavier’s best interest,” said
Foley.
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Memory tree

To see great
retirement
Stephanie Metz
Assistant Campus News Editor

Colleges Against Cancer will
be selling Christmas Ornaments
that will be personalized “In
Honor” and “In Memory” of
those who have battled cancer.
Ornaments will be on sale 11
a.m.- 2 p.m., Wednesday, Dec.
12 in Gallagher. All proceeds
benefit the American Cancer
Society. Please contact Juliane
schmidtjr@xavier.edu with any
questions.

Off-campus safety
Campus Police would like to
remind students that over holiday breaks off campus burglaries
occur more frequently. Officers
suggest that students living offcampus should take home all their
valuables, including electronics,
over the Christmas break. Offcampus residents should also
make sure that all windows and
doors are tightly secured before
they leave, and that their mail is
stopped or forwarded to another
address.

Coat drive
Please help keep the women
at the Bethany Shelter in Washington, D.C.warm this winter by
donating extra coats, gloves, hats
and scarves to homeless women
in need. All donations can be
dropped off at the Women’s
Center until Dec. 19. All donations are appreciated. For more
information contact Dr. Gillian
Ahlgren, ahlgren@xavier.edu or
call x4247.

Manresa
applications
Applications for staff and
group leader positions for Manresa: Xavier’s New Student
Orientation are currently available. Completed applications
are due by 5 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 30 to the Office of Student
Involvement. If you are studying
abroad for the spring semester,
your application is due by 5
p.m. Monday, Jan. 14. For more
information, contact Leah Busam
Klenowski at busamla@xavier.
edu or call x4879.

Broadway in
Cincinnati
Reservations are open for
“Sweeney Todd,” “The Color
Purple” and “Jersey Boys.” Payment must accompany reservation. Contact Pam Rose at x3464
for more information.
Sweeney Todd: Sunday, Feb.
24, Balcony $25.25, Orchestra
$39.25
The Color Purple: Sunday,
April 20, Balcony $49.25, Orchestra $71.75
Jersey Boys: Sunday, May
25, Balcony $54.25, Orchestra
$79.25

photo Courtesy of cfPUblic.xu.edu

Dr. Richard Hirté

Dr. J. Richard Hirté, senior Vice
President of the Financial Administration Office, is leaving his position
at the end of this year, but will continue to teach finance courses at the
Williams College of Business.
Hirté has worked at Xavier since
1983 and has seen many changes
at Xavier since then. “The place he
joined in 1983 was very different
from the place he is leaving now at
the end of 2007,” said President Fr.
Graham, S.J.
Hirté oversees a wide range of
components at Xavier, from financial management to construction
planning and campus police.
Hirté oversaw the growth of
Xavier’s endowment from about
$8 million in 1983 to approximately
$125 million today. Hirté also participated in raising the funds needed
for Cintas Center and the renovation
of the University Center into the
Gallagher Student Center.
The Xavier campus itself has
grown from approximately 34
acres in 1983 to 134 acres today.

Additionally, during his 24 years of
service, Hirté created over $57 million in surplus that was reinvested in
the university. Fr. Graham believes
that all of these changes were “differences Richard was central in
making” happen.
“Dr. Hirté has consistently demonstrated his commitment to Xavier
students by facilitating the acquisition of resources to meet student
needs,” said Dr. Luther Smith, Dean
of Students.
Hirté has managed both the $30
million Cornerstone Campaign and
the $100 million Century Campaign.
These pivotal campaigns transformed the look of Xavier’s campus
to attract prospective students. “A
large part of people deciding to
come here or not is the touch and
feel of the place. Is this a nice place
where they want to live or work?,”
said Hirté. “For a while, people here
weren’t making the investment in
the infrastructure.”
Hirte’s management of Xavier’s
financial sector has changed the
campus in lasting ways. Hirté also
began the $200 million “To See
Great Wonders Campaign,” which
is the campaign to build the the Hoff
Academic Quad and Xavier Square,
among other projects.
Roger Fortin, Academic Vice
President and Provost attests to the
dedicated service Hirté has provided
to Xavier during his time here and
the impact it has had. “I have known
Richard since his arrival at Xavier.
His dedication, focus and leadership, especially in the financial
area, helped transform Xavier into
a viable national university,” said
Fortin.

Car thief
runs amok
Elizabeth Sullivan
Assistant Campus News Editor

A student’s car was stolen and
an abandoned stolen car was found
in the Woodburn lot, Wednesday,
Dec. 5.
The student reported at about
2 a.m. that their blue Oldsmobile
Cutlass Ciera was stolen. Campus Police
suspected that
the car was
stolen after
the lot closed
at 11 p.m. on
Tuesday, Dec. 4,
but another student reported finding broken automobile
glass in the lot prior to 11 p.m.
The abandoned car, reported
missing to Cincinnati Police on
Tuesday, Dec. 4, was also an
Oldsmobile. Campus Police found
it in the lot with substantial damaged
to the steering column and a missing
rear passenger window.
The officer checking the lot noticed the pile of shattered glass and
suspected a car was stolen, but it

was not confirmed until the student
called and reported that his or her
car was stolen.
Campus Police put out a bulletin
to all area police about the missing
car, and it was recovered the next
day by Cincinnati Police in the
downtown area.
It is suspected that
both cars had
been stolen for
joyriding and
were only used
until they ran
out of gas.
Police do not belive that there is a connection between this theft and the recent
thefts of catalytic converters.
Campus Police have been making extra patrols of the Woodburn lot
since the incident, but are encouraging students not to park there after 11
p.m., which is when the lot closes.
The Woodburn lot is an “area of
concern” to Campus Police, and that
it closes at 11 p.m. for the safety of
all students, said Lt. Bill Smith.

The Xavier Newswire

Police
Notes
Dec. 3, 8:25 p.m.- Campus Police and Residence Life investigated
a roommate dispute in a residence
hall.

Dec. 9, 2:31 a.m.- A student observed staggering through the grass
and falling in the Commons lot was
cited for underage consumption.

Dec. 4, 1:29 a.m.- A student
observed taking a boot off of his or
her vehicle was cited for disorderly
behavior.

Dec. 9, 4:18 a.m.- Cincinnati Police arrested a student who assaulted
another student earlier in the evening
at a residence on Dana Avenue.

Dec. 4, 10:35 p.m.- Campus Police and Residence Life conducted a
room search in a residence hall and
recovered alcohol and contraband.

Dec. 9, 9:06 a.m.- A Physical Plant employee reported that
someone had driven in the grass
on the residential mall and caused
damage.

Dec. 5, 8:51 p.m.- A student attending a men’s basketball game at
Cintas Center was cited for underage
possession of alcohol and possession
of a fake ID.
Dec. 5, 10:30 p.m.- A non-student soliciting money near the lower
entrance of the Gallagher Center was
sent off campus.

Dec. 9, 5:30 p.m.- A non-student
parked improperly in the Amory
lot was arrested on an outstanding
warrant.
Dec. 10, 2:15 a.m.- An officer
on patrol checked on the well being
of two students arguing in front of
a residence hall. Both students were
sent on their ways.

Dec. 6, 10:48 p.m.- An employee
reported receiving a harassing phone
call.
Dec. 6, 1:50 p.m.- A student
reported that his or her wallet had
been stolen at an off-campus house
party on Potter Street.
Dec. 8, 10:28 a.m.- A student
was cited for operating a vehicle
with a suspended license.
Dec. 8, 10:46 p.m.- Campus
Police assisted Residence Life in
attempting to locate a student who
fled a residence hall after RAs attempted to stop the student while
carrying alcohol. The student was
later identified and is facing disciplinary action.
Dec. 9, 12:02 a.m.- Three students carrying open containers were
cited for underage consumption in
the Sycamore lot.

Police Note
of the Week
Dec. 2, 2:15 a.m.- Cincinnati
Police requested Campus Police
assistance at a house party on
Dana Avenue. Two students were
cited to court for having disorderly house ordinance violations,
and one student was arrested for
obstructing official business after
giving officers a false identity.
One underage student who was
passed out inside the residence
had to be revived with smelling salts by Cincinnati Fire and
Rescue, and was transported
back to their residence for further
observation.

Dec. 9, 12:22 a.m.- A student
who fell in the Elet lot was cited for
underage consumption after officers
stopped to check on him or her. The
student admitted that he or she had
been drinking at an off-campus
house party on Dana Avenue.
Dec. 9, 2:28 a.m.- Officers
checking on the well being of two
students in the lobby of Flynn Hall
cited the students for underage consumption after detecting the strong
odor of alcohol.

Security Bulletin from
Campus Police
The Xavier University Police Department is investigating an assault that occurred on Winding Way in front of the Armory.
The victim, a Xavier University student, said she was approached
at about 10:15 p.m. on Dec. 10. by a white male, approximately
5’10” to 6’ tall, in his 20s, with a muscular build, wearing a dark or
black jacket with a hood pulled over his head The subject forced the
victim to the ground and touched her inappropriately. He fled after
her cell phone rang.
The suspect was last seen in the area of Winding Way and Marion
Avenue.
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Top stories of the semester
Patrick Stevenson
Editor-in-Chief

1.That’s a lot of money:
The story: While it’s going to be
a long time (if ever) before we know
all the details about this case, we
know the main details. Two Xavier
professors in the Communication
Arts department have sued Xavier
University for millions of dollars in
damages for gender discrimination,
defamation and breach of contract,
among other charges. As expected,
Xavier has not responded to the
charges, which are rather scathing.
It’d be irresponsible and unethical
to speculate on how this lawsuit
will affect Xavier, but one can’t
help but think that this isn’t going
away quietly.
The lesson: Since the parties in
the case apparently are not going
to talk to the press, we’d like them

to find alternative ways to say “no
comment” just to keep it interesting.
Try saying it in a different language
like Spanish (“ningún comentario”)
or perhaps, Russian (“отсутствие
комментария”). Or try non-verbal
responses, like pretending you are a
deaf-mute, or breathing heavily into
the phone without saying anything.
Let your imagination run wild!
2.We’re taking our concert and
going home!:
The story: The Newswire runs a
story about the lack of a Fall Concert in early September, SAC says
they’ve never announced a concert
that early (they have). SAC tries to
book John Legend and Jimmy Eat
World, but can’t. The Newswire runs
an article in late October that involves an altered quote from a SAC
member. SAC gets mad (justifiably

so), and in early November claims
that they were “willing and able to
provide a fall concert, but made the
conscious decision not to do so, in
exchange for the possibility of more
popular acts in the future.” Well, I
guess anyone is more popular than
the Wreckers.
The lesson: Tell the truth. There’s
a lot of misrepresentation of facts
going on here (on the part of both
parties), and no one’s benefiting
from it.
3. Xavier closes bar tab, leaves
200 percent tip:
The story: After Xavier bought
the Norwood Café
(“the Woods”) in
May, speculation
rages as to when

Charles Manson’s favorite watering
hole would finally shut down. The
bar remains open until September,
when it very quietly closes, with
minimal fanfare. Xavier, which
snapped up the liquor license as
well, is expected to preserve the
Woods’ famous cherry wood bar,
possibly in a new Xavier owned and
operated bar.
The lesson: Foolproof get rich
quick plan: Own property near
Xavier. Sell property to Xavier at
ridiculously high markup. Enjoy
newfound wealth.

of the Newswire from public view
during Manresa because of references to underage drinking. In the
coming weeks, the SAC finances
and promotes screenings of the movies “Knocked Up” (which contains
many references to marijuana use),
and “Superbad” (a movie about
underage drinking) in the Gallagher
Student Center.
The lesson: It’s completely ok
to reference underage drinking and
drug use, as long as there aren’t
parents around.

4.The Thought Police suspend
the first amendment:
The story: In a series of events
that certain Newswire staffers
(ahem) took rather personally, the
department of Residence Life determined it was wise to hide copies
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5. I’ll have a scotch and soda,
hold the scotch:
In the wake of an apparent increase in alcohol policy enforcement, hysterical students make the
assumption that Xavier will become
a dry campus in a matter of years.
School administrators debunk this
story, but acknowledge that policies
are being more strictly enforced this
year and will get stricter in years to
come. So while those students who
think prohibition is coming to Xavier are clearly overreacting, it seems
that alcohol policy enforcement has
definitely been expanded.
The lesson: Administrators need
to better explain changes in policy
enforcement, especially when it’s
something as sensitive as the alcohol
policy. At the same time, students
need to stop spreading unsubstantiated rumor as fact.
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6. I want to learn how to blow
up stuff with my mind:
The story: Repeated delays in
the demolition of the Zumbiel Plant
have left it still towering over the
landscape of Xavier. The demolition
of Zumbiel, which will likely serve
as the visual beginning of Xavier’s
campus expansion, was originally
scheduled for October and pushed
backed until January. Xavier is reasonably sure that the the implosion
will take place the morning of Jan.
19, 2008.
The lesson: I’m no expert in
demolition technology, but I’m not
so sure waiting for a building to fall
down by itself is the best demolition
method to use. I’d try dynamite. Lots
of dynamite.
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Nick Lachey’s choir at XU
stephanie metz
Asst. Campus News Editor

Hometown hero Nick Lachey,
lead singer for boy band 98º, brother of “Dancing with the Stars” phenom Drew Lachey and ex-husband
of Jessica Simpson, is competing in
NBC’s newest reality show: “Clash
of the Choirs,” a four day special
starting Dec. 17. The show will
bring both Cincinnati and Xavier
into the national spotlight.
Stars like Lachey, Patti LaBelle,
Michael Bolton and Kelly Rowland
of Destiny’s Child will coach gospel choirs from their hometowns to
come together on national television and battle it out for America’s
votes. Nick’s coaching sessions
with the group, along with the
group’s other practice sessions,
have been filmed in the practice
facilities of Edgecliff Hall.
Cathy Springfield, director for
performing arts and Xavier Players,
and the coordinator of the choir’s
rehearsal times and space here at
Xavier has found Lachey easy to
work with thus far.
In preparation for Nick’s arrival
at Edgecliff to practice with the
choir all he requested was a dressing room with a TV. The piano
lab was unlocked, a few chairs set
up, and a TV brought in. A cof-

photos courtesytop40.about.com

Nick looks upset when he really shouldn’t be.
feemaker was also plugged in, but
The search for Cincinnati’s choir
coffee was not necessary: “Lachey began with approximately 500 singdrinks tea,” said Springfield. Aside ers and was whittled down to 20 to
from these minor requests, “He’s form the final group.
not fussy.”
Coupled with Lachey’s comLachey’s involvement began mitment to coach the choir, Steven
with the audition process. Although Zegree has been directing them and
not physically present at the open- Vince Pesce has choreographed the
call auditions at Walnut Hills High songs they’ll perform on camera
School, Lachey looked at numer- during the special.
ous audition tapes and fought for
Zegree is a music professor at
the candidates to make to callback Western Michigan University who
auditions.
directs the top jazz vocal group in

BRIEFS

the country. He’s also done the arrangements for the choir’s songs.
“He’s been so fantastic,” said
Springfield.
She was also very impressed
by Pesce’s choreography. Pesce
is a dancer who has appeared
on Broadway in the Tony-award
winning revival of “The Pajama
Game” and is now branching out
to choreography.
“He molded the choreography to
the choir,” said Springfield. Pesce
watched a rehearsal to get a feel for
the choir and then choreographed
their numbers on the spot to suit
their overall personality.
The choir has been practicing
songs from a wide variety of genres
to win over as many voters as possible. Their repertoire includes
“I Got Friends in Low Places,”
“What a Wonderful World,” Earth,
Wind and Fire’s “Sing a Song” and
a vocal version of “Flight of the
Bumblebee.”
Overall, the experience of briging Lachey and NBC to campus
has been enjoyable and interesting. Springfield compares the
experience to a minor invasion:
“They come in like an army,” said
Springfield. She added that they
conducted themselves in a very
professional manner.

“Snow Queen” warms hearts
brandy williams
Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor

Xavier Theatre Arts presented
“The Snow Queen,” adapted by
Jonathan Graham and based on the
original by Hans Christian Anderson story. The play was performed
Thursday, Dec. 6-9 in the Gallagher Student Center. The childrenfriendly play was very interesting
and well put together.
The play is a coming of age tale
about friendship, love and faith.
The plot is about a snow queen,
played by freshman Sarah Wienten,
who wants to ice over the world
and control it, but she has just one
problem—she needs an heir.
She sends two members of her
court: a troll named Nick, played
by junior Mike Sause and an elf
named Nell, played by freshman
Lisa Margevicius, to entice a young
boy named Kai, played by senior
Michael Gunter, to come to her ice

castle and be her prince and heir.
Thinking that this would be a
great opportunity to escape his
controlling parents Kai gladly
accepts, but finds that once
he reaches the kingdom
his heart is as cold as ice.
His friend Gerda, played
by sophomore Jennifer
Roehm, encounters the
elf and troll on her journey to save Kai from
his cold destiny.
The actors did a
wonderful job of
making the audience
feel as though they
were a part of every scene, such as
in the play’s opening when the cast
walks through the
audience singing
Christmas carols
setting the scene.

The music, the fake snow and the
use of shadowy images behind a
white curtain gave the play a
fairy tale feel.
The play used a great
blend of puppetry and costumes to make the characters humorous and
loveable. The actors
were fantastic and
filled the big shoes
that many of the
parts called for, especially those of
Nell the elf and
Nick the troll who
carried the play
from scene to
scene.
The only
questionable
scene of the
play at the end
when the two
“children”

start making out. This was a bit
confusing as they had child-like
behavior and even said the boy
was twelve.
The director Irini Niculescu
shared her first experience directing the Xavier Players and did a
wonderful job walking the actors
through their first children-themed
play.
It was a pleasant play and a
great way to start the Christmas
season off with love, friendship
and snow.

Snow Queen
Starring: Sara Weiten, Michael Gunter, Jennifer Roehm,
Mike Sause

Emily Hoferer, Editor
Arts & Entertainment Desk:
745-2878
newswire-diversions@xavier.edu

BINGO
Like to win? Take your chances
at RSA sponsored Bingo! The
game will be held at 9 p.m.
with doors open at 8:30 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 14 in O’Connor
Sports Center. There will be Subway, Papa John’s pizza, Chipotle and plenty of other snacks.
Prizes will total over $2500. This
event is free to XU students.

Rock Musical
The XU Singers present “Rock
Musical: A Spiritual Journey” featuring songs from “Hair,” “Tommy,” “Movin’ Out,” “Queen,”
“The Wiz” and “Jesus Christ
Superstar.” The musical will take
place at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 13-15
in the Gallagher Theater. There
will be a live eight piece band,
choreography, full lights and
sound. Tickets are $3 for students.

Late Night Snack
The GSC Late Night Snack
for December is KFC at 10
p.m. on Thursday, Dec.13 in the
GSC Food Court. Food is free
to XU students with All Card.

Toolbox
Join the Xavier Players for an
evening of original sketch comedy and improvisation from
9 p.m. to 12 a.m. on Friday,
Dec.14 in the GSC Studio. Admission is either $2, two canned
goods or a Singers ticket stub.

Newswire Official Rating:

««««
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Live Wires

BJ’s Voted “Best Places To Work”
by Chain Leader Magazine

Friday, Dec. 14

Wednesday, Dec. 12
Three Days Grace $25
@ Bogarts

@ Bogarts

Thursday, Dec.13
Hanna Montana $56
@ US Bank Arena

Sunday, Dec. 15
Over The Rhine $28
@ Taft Theater

The Lemonheads $18

New Releases
The following discs are due for release on or after December 10..
Bow Wow & Omarion Face Off (Sony) ... Woo Tang Clan T8
Diagrams (Motown) ... Wyclef Jean Carnival Vol.2 (Sony) ... Godsmack
Good times, Bad Times: 10 years of Godsmack (Republic) ...Damien Rice
Live From The Union Chapel (Warner Bros/WEA).			
			

®

BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse is the restaurant
you’ve always wanted to work at and the people
you’ve always wanted to work with!
Interviews begin December 12th. Applications being
accepted now at www.WorkatBJs.com

Opening in
Tri-County Mall
Early 2008!
equal opportunity employer NASDAQ: BJRI

4

Servers
Bartenders
Host Staff
Expeditors

Service Assistants
Line & Prep Cooks
Dishwashers
Take-Out

Team Members hired before Jan1 will get
a $50 gift Certificate to Tri-County Mall!

5

week of December 12, 2007

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

The Xavier Newswire

We want standouts.

Fidelity is looking for smart, passionate individuals with fresh ideas and an
innovative spirit.
Who is the employer with the smartest career choices for passionate individuals who like to help people’s dreams come true? Fidelity. As a skilled service
professional, you’ll be in a dynamic, rewarding environment that may even accommodate your flexible schedule. And you’ll receive expert, first-class training and
licensing that can launch a great career here.
Fidelity has multiple opportunities in locations across the U.S. Select a location and then search by the corresponding requisition number at www.fidelitycareers.com.

FINANCIAL REPRESENTATIVE
Learn the financial industry while providing high-quality services to clients. Be part of a fast-paced team focused on enhancing relationships and building customer
loyalty. Provide market news, quotes and tax and retirement-related information. If you don’t already have them, we will help you with the training you need to obtain
your Series 7 & 63 licenses within the required timeframe.
Westlake, TX: 0708688 • Jacksonville, FL: 0708679 • Merrimack, NH: 0708648
Salt Lake City and American Fork, Utah: 0708645 • Covington, KY: 0708981
EOE

2007-08 Skyline Chili

T
A
E
B

U

News

The Xavie

Crosstown Shootout

T

!
UC

er University

swire

Paid Advertisements

The Xavier Newswire

week of December 12, 2007

8

J O I N T H E A P P L E ® FA M I LY
Get your Apple Products at a student discount!
The Xavier Bookstore sells Apple Computers,
Apple Software, iPods®, and Apple Accessories.
Leopard for only $69!
Stop in and get more information about Apple!

Classifieds

0565TG111507A

For classified orders and information, call Zach Nolden at 513-745-3561 or email him at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu

For Rent
Spacious XU Apartments and houses. One to 13 bedrooms available and everything in between.Many with heat
and water paid. Easy walk or bike to class. Free off-street
parking and laundry on site. Call Scott at 673-4946 today!
Available for August and June: 1/4 mile from XU. Incredible 3 and 5 bedroom Apartments. Includes: A/C, Sunroom, Full Kitchesn, Laundry Room, Cable, Garage parking. Great closet space! Excellent Service! No Nicer place
in Xavier Market! Special party area to hang and relax! 5
bdrm $1775 ($335 per person), 3 bdrm $1050 ($350 per
person). All utilities included! Call Tim (513)266-6567

Houses For Rent 2 Blocks from Campus. 2, 3, and 4 bedroom houses available for this winter, next summer and
next school year,2 blocks from campus,clean,fully equipped,
off street parking, laundry, next to other student housing, please call 513-616-3798 or email cit545@aol.com
Huge 2 BR & 3 BR apartments, Washer & Dryer, walk
to class. Secure building with plenty of parking. Balcony
& large yard. Call 673-4946 to set an appointment.
3 or 4 bedroom apartment. Greatroom with ceiling fan’s
and fireplace. Coin-op laundry. Water paid. 3 bedroom$850. 4 bedroom - $1000. Deposit 1 months rent. Available now! Call Mike @ 300-2382. 4132 Huston, Norwood.

Help Wanted

Piano Players Wanted to teach piano to children
in their homes. Teaching experience is not necessary but must have 5 or more years of formal lessons. Positions are year round and a minimum of one
year commitment is required. Pay is $21.00/hr plus
bonuses. 513-459-3069. www.playtimepiano.com
BABYSITTER NEEDED FOR HYDE PARK FAMILY. 3 Yr
old girl and two month old girl - flexible hours available.
Live 10 minutes away from campus. Call 513-600-5415.

Travel

Spring Break 2008. Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go
House for rent. 6+ bedrooms. 4 bathrooms. 1/4 mile from Friendly Hyde Park Family is looking for a sitter for their Free. Call for group discounts.
Best Deals Guarcampus. 50x9 covered porch. 25x10 living room. Dyna- 3 year old girl- 3 days a week from 11:30-5:30. Flexibil- enteed! Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, S.
mite Student Housing. $1200/month. Call Mark 604-5159. ity on the days. If interested, please call (513)476-2709. Padre, Florida. 800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.







Oxford Apartments
1005-07 Dana Ave.







now leasing
$405 and up
http://www.apartmentsincinti.com
Manager: Art 513-961-3786
office: 513-474-5093









Free heat & water
walk to Campus
Cable/ Dial hook-up
Air Conditioning
Parking

All the
cool
kids are
doing
it.

newswire-classifieds
@xavier.edu
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Visit www.xavier.edu/newswire for next-day coverage of the Crosstown Shootout, including a photo
gallery, stats and expert analysis by Newswire correspondent John LaFollette.

Women fall to Louisville

A-10 commissioner to resign
Bruno’s 13-year tenure as conference head to end in June
Doug Tifft
Associate Sports Editor

Freshman center Ta’Shia Phillips.
Paul Moeller
Associate Sports Editor

The Xavier women’s basketball
team headed south to Kentucky to
battle the Louisville Cardinals on
Sunday.
Despite an outstanding effort
by freshman Ta’Shia Phillips, the
Musketeers dropped the game 6745 to the hosting Cardinals. Phillips
scored 13 points and grabbed 20
boards to tie her own school record
for rebounds.
Her performance, being her
fifth double-double of the season,
earned her Atlantic 10 recognition
for the fourth consecutive week as
the Rookie of the Week.
Also playing well for the Musketeers was junior guard Jerri
Taylor.
Notching double figures for

photo courtesy cincinnatipost.com

the sixth time this season, Taylor
contributed 19 points to Xavier’s
cause.
But it was costly turnovers, a
lack of points in the paint and poor
free throw shooting that led to
Xavier’s downfall.
The Cardinals led by as many
as 28 points, and it did not help
that they had junior Angel McCoughtry. The All-American and
the nation’s leading scorer finished
with 21 points. Louisville junior
Candyce Bingham, a transfer from
Xavier, haunted her former squad
by adding 19 points on nine of 13
shooting.
The loss brings the Musketeers
record to 5-4 on the year. The squad
will return to action on Sunday,
Dec. 16 at home against East Tennessee State.

Linda Bruno announced last
Wednesday that she will resign
her post as the commissioner of
the Atlantic 10 conference after 13
years, effective June 30.
Bruno’s tenure oversaw the expansion of the conference from an
eight-team league to 14 teams, with
the additions of LaSalle, Charlotte,
St. Louis, Dayton, Fordham and
Richmond.
Bruno was a representative of
change in the NCAA landscape
when she made the move from
associate commissioner of the Big
East to the commissioner in the
Atlantic 10 in 1994, becoming the
first female commissioner of a division one conference.
“Someone had to be the first
woman commissioner, and she has
certainly been a good one,” Xavier
Athletic Director Mike Bobinski
said.
After Bruno took over the A-10
two other women, Carolyn Schlie
Femovich of the Patriot League
and Brenda Weare of the Northeast Conference, have become
commissioners of division one
conferences.
In the wake of her resignation
there was speculation that she had
been pushed out the door, partly because of a decline in overall league
performance, and partly because of
a decline in national exposure for

photo courtesy atlantic10.org

A-10 Commisioner Linda Bruno.

the conference as a result of the new
television deal with CSTV.
The CSTV deal will not only
make A-10 teams harder to find on
cable television, but reduces the
number of games on local broadcast for fans in the 14 markets of
Atlantic 10 teams.
That speculation has been downplayed, however, after the recent
success of the conference in interconference play. The A-10 currently owns the seventh best RPI
ranking by conference, with four
teams in the top 30.
This year’s resurgence of the
A-10 had some people in the conference dreaming of the Bruno-led

glory days of mid-90s.
Massachusetts came out of the
A-10 to go to the Final Four in
1996. Then, in 1997 and again in
1998, five teams represented the
Atlantic 10 in the NCAA Tournament.
Five teams in the NCAA Tournament every year may be unrealistic,
but consistently putting multiple
teams in the NCAA is not out of
the question.
“It wasn’t an easy decision, it
never is when things are going
good, but it is a good time to try
something else with the league in
pretty good shape,” Bruno said
from her office in Philadelphia.
The timing of the announcement
was especially helpful in the search
for a replacement.
The conference asked its member athletic directors and presidents
to suggest a field of possible candidates, from which the conference
will select the fifth commissioner in
conference history.
Some, such as New York Daily
News columnist Dick Weiss have
speculated that the Atlantic 10
could go back to the Big East associate commissioner job for a replacement with John Paquette, but
it is still early in the process.
Bruno’s future remains unclear.
“I don’t know what’s next,”
Bruno said. “Since I’ve been here,
I’ve never actively looked for a job,
because I’ve loved it so much.”

- Paid Advertisement -

Time is Running Out....
Leadership Award Nominations
are Due January 16, 2008
Help us recognize students who embody
service, commitment, leadership and spirit!
Nominate them (or yourself) for recognition
at All Honors Day on April 12, 2008.

2008

Leadership
Awards
President’s Award for
Excellence in Leadership

Visit www.xavier.edu/student_involvement (click on “applications”) for all award materials
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Judge and jury

—L E T T E R S

Let’s face it, this lawsuit is probably one of the most interesting things
to happen at Xavier University in some time.
It’s not every day that you come across official documents that refer to
your English professor as “a man known for his sexist beliefs,” or your
COMM-329 professor as “a supporter of
Machiavelli.” On a certain level, it’s en- Get the full story:
“Lawsuit”
thralling to watch the ivory tower get a few
black marks on it.
p.
We always wonder how people become
so obsessed with the legal troubles of people like Martha Stewart, O.J.
Simpson and Paris Hilton, but as soon as a juicy lawsuit hits Xavier,
we’re all riveted.
However, everyone in the Xavier community needs to remember how
important it is to not jump to any conclusions about this case. You don’t
know all the facts, we at the Newswire don’t know all the facts, and even
the parties in the case don’t know all the facts yet.
As tempting as it is to run around telling your friends how we’re all
screwed, try and exercise some restraint. The court of public opinion may
be just as important as the Hamilton County Court of Common pleas in
this case.
So please don’t be like the individual who earlier this week told us
that the reason they hadn’t demolished Zumbiel yet was because Xavier
is saving money for the lawsuit (this is so ludicrous it makes us want to
cry). This case will be resolved in the coming weeks, months or perhaps
years, and until then, try not an issue your own verdict.

1

The book battle and
the faculty’s front
As the semester draws to a close, students get ready to sell their textbooks back to the bookstore in hopes of making some kind of money,
only to have to turn around and fork over at least 200 percent of that sum
for next semesters books.
The Newswire always makes a stink about textbook prices, and we’ve
received letters from students and faculty members alike offering suggestions for how we can all help curtail the rising prises.
First of all, we’d like to express our gratitude that faculty members are
aware of the burden placed on students’ shoulders.
And faculty members, we feel that you can not only sympathize with
us, but also be a part of the solution as well.
The Newswire knows that professors are required to submit textbook
orders sometime in October so that eFollett can get the necesarry textbooks
for courses being offered in the spring.
Since the professors compile this information far in advance, we don’t
feel like it would be too much extra hassle for the professors to send out
a mass email to the students enrolled in their classes next semester letting
them know the books that are going to be used next semester.
We also feel that professors should only tell students to buy books that
they will ACTUALLY use; not the $50 books that contain 5 pages worth
of relevant material.
The piece of critical information that the professors should share with
the students is the ISBN numbers of the textbooks, thus enabling the
students to locate the exact copy they need for the course.
This isn’t to say that we’re trying to completely avoid the bookstore;
students will still shop there because of the accurate selection and convenience. However, providing students with ISBN numbers will allow
bargain hunters to search for deals that better fit their college budgets.
College is all about choices; we should have the choice to shop where
we want for our textbooks.

On the Web: http://www.xavier.edu/newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly
throughout the school year, except during vacation and final exams, by the students of Xavier
University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH
45207-2129.
The staff editorial is written by a different staff
member each week and does not necessarily reflect
the sentiments of the entire staff. It is also not the
sole responsibility of the Opinions and Editorials
editor to write it.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student
body, faculty or administration of Xavier. The

statements and opinions of a columnist do not necessarily reflect those of editors or general staff.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per
semester within the USA and are prorated.
Subscription inquiries should be directed to
Patrick Stevenson, 513-745-3607.
Advertising inquiries should be directed to Ellie
Jaqueth, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed
on campus, is free per person per week. Additional
copies are 25 cents.
Xavier University is an academic community
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.
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X-tremely Unfair
As seniors, the Crosstown Shootout rivalry should be a highlight to
our student careers. Unfortunately,
many seniors who have been supporting and attending games since
2004 will not have the privilege to
attend the upcoming shootout.
This year X-treme Fans, the
Xavier Athletic Department and
Student Life decided to allow
students to begin lining up tents at
8 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 7 for ticket
pickup. The ticket office did not
actually open until Monday at 1:30
p.m. Herein lies the problem.
At this point in time for seniors
and upperclassmen, they are not
only concentrating on their school
work and upcoming exams but are
also much occupied with searching
for post-graduate job opportunities.
Many of these students are probably working part-time jobs as it
is. For those who work part-time
and have classes during the week,
ticket pickup is always at a busy
time during the day. Not only is the
time of pickup an issue, but there is
a definitive advantage to those living on campus compared to those
living off campus.
It is December in Ohio, and

doing schoolwork in freezing temperatures isn’t exactly a comfortable setting. Underclassmen living
on campus can easily go back and
forth from the tent to their dormitory in a matter of minutes, whereas
seniors and others living off campus
do not have that luxury.
Also, many seniors do not have
the available time to camp out for
four days, and sustain minimum
occupants in a tent.
How do these people have time
to be out in a tent for four days?
Why is it fair that someone who
has been in this school for four
months gets to attend this game
over individuals who have been
allocating their time, money and effort into being fans for four years?
A seniority system must be set so
that those who have been supporting that team the longest get to be in
that atmosphere for their last year.
Just because some of us do not paint
ourselves blue, run around yelling
things that make no sense and boo
good officiating does not mean we
are not the same caliber fans.
Eric Dublikar | ‘08

Chuck “Good Luck Chuck”
Let’s get one thing straight: I’m
all for a good laugh, and I have
no problem spending 10 bucks to
see a funny movie every now and
again. But I must admit that the last
time I visited the movie theater I
was forced to redefine for myself
what could be considered a “funny
movie.”
I hadn’t heard much about this
new movie “Good Luck Chuck,”
so I decided to tag along with some
friends—I mean, it couldn’t be that
bad right? Mr. Cook, you have once
again exceeded my expectations.
Never have I been so humiliated,
not only for myself for actually
PAYING to watch such a repulsive
presentation of “comedy,” but for
all women who sit back and laugh
as our bodies are objectified and our
intelligence is undermined as we
are portrayed as nothing more than
the object of some man’s fantasy.
For those of you who have seen it,
there is no way you can disagree
that nothing, and I mean nothing,
is left to the imagination.
Needless to say, I was elated to
see that our very own Xavier University—yes, the Xavier University that prides itself on promoting
equality and respecting the dignity
of every human being—would be
willing to pay handsomely to support such a movie and offer it for

the viewing pleasure of each and
every student.
I find it to be an embarrassing
contradiction that we stand so
strongly as a pillar of justice and
equality and then eagerly invite an
outrageous display of the degradation of women.
So while I am aware that the
showing of “Good Luck Chuck” as
part of the GSC Late Night Movie
Series has come and gone, and I’m
sure that many of my fellow Xavier
students got a good laugh from
Dane Cook and his childish antics,
I want to challenge the Xavier student voice to speak out and be held
to a higher standard.
I should hope that we as young
adults might value our intelligence
just a little bit more than to mindlessly support such entertainment.
Let’s face it—the way we spend
our money and time will determine
what will continue to be acceptable
in the eyes of our generation.
I pray that I am not the only one
to send my plea to SAC when I say
please, please, reconsider the way
Xavier’s money is being spent to
uphold the dignity, both intellectual
and moral, of each and every one of
its students.
Rachel Stoney | ‘10

E D I T O R—

Terror Under
the Big Top
Every year, the circus come to
Cincinnati and people fill the stands
to partake in the “innocent” enjoyment of this American tradition.
However, in the last few decades, some Big Tops have received
massive criticism for their cruel
treatment of animals. While unethical conduct may not be apparent to
the show’s spectators, real cruelty
has gone on behind the scenes. In
so many ways these circuses violate
the Jesuit mission of peace, justice
and compassion.
How does this industry obtain
animals such as elephants, lions
and tigers in the first place? Most
times these animals are stripped
away from their wild, open, natal
habitat and forced to live the rest
of their lives in miserably small
crates. To make matters worse, the
training to which these animals are
subjected usually includes the use
of bull hooks and electrical rods,
inducing torture on these creatures
so that they will perform silly tricks
for our ignorant amusement. While
being transported from one venue
to another, animals are generally
caged and chained in train cars,
which are usually unheated, unventilated and unpastured.
It would be comforting to think,
then, that after all of this torment the
animals are placed in some sort of
sanctuary when they have grown
too old to perform. Unfortunately,
these animals may be sold to other
road shows or sometimes even to
slaughterhouses after they have surpass their prime performance age.
While many people have grown
up enjoying their visits to the circus, it is not worth the suffering of
those creatures. Please choose to
stop unnecessary animal cruelty by
opting for circuses that rely purely
on human talent, not those that are
cruel to animals.
Doug Kramer | ‘09
Editor’s note: A very similar
letter was submitted by the same
member of Advocates for Animals
in the Feb. 28, 2007, issue of the
Newswire. The Newswire does
not have a policy against submitting repeat letters that are spaced
out over seperate semesters, but it
should be noted that if a repeat letter is competeing against a newly
submitted letter for space on the
page, we will select the new, previously unpublished letter.
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Editor’s Note: Here on the Op-Ed page (so named because it is opposite of the editorial page), we frequently tackle huge issues, ranging from racism to environmentalism to sexism (not to mention Harold and Kumar’s White Castle adventures and the sad state of holidays). But for Christmas, we’ve decided
to give you a wonderful gift. While we can’t make all those hard-hitting issues go away, we can choose not to talk about them, and maybe, just maybe, you
can delude yourself into thinking they don’t exist. Merry Christmas!

The Newswire’s

Christmas List 2007

“I want the Cypress Hill discography, a subscription to the Paris
Review and a membership to the
wine of the month club.”

“I want a three pickup, maple
neck, white on white Fender
Stratocaster guitar; like Albert
Hammond Jr.”

John LaFollette
Sports Editor

Jeff McMurray
Feature News Editor

“I want to bathe in a river of UC
tears after we run the score up
on them so high they are kicked
out of the Big East.”

“I’m looking for the Rapture. I
mean, as long as I’m getting into
heaven. We’ve been waiting, what,
2000 years for that?”

“Barbeque sauce and a George
Foreman Grill would come in really handy right about now.”

Andrew Chestnut
Online Editor/Columnist

Darren LaCour
Opinions & Editorials Editor

“I want Ann to un-break my
heart.”

“I want Briana to start stalking
me again.”

“I want a dachshund puppy. I will
name him Howard.”

“I want Matt Damon. There, I said
it.”

“I want to be a future writer
for Men’s Health Magazine.”

Briana Hansen
Calendar City

Ann Tassone
Managing Editor Emeritus

Amanda Gregory
Copy Editor

Beth Hesse
Copy Editor

Mads LaFave
Copy Editor/Columnist

“I would like the national media
to acknowledge the Xavier basketball team’s existence.”
Doug Tifft
Associate Sports Editor

List-mania
I recently received a phone call
from an eager Xavier male about a
list he and his friends had composed
of 50 things that men love. Desperate to share their views with the
Xavier community, he pleaded to
have it printed in the Newswire.
I quickly realized that printing
that men like Buffalo wings, pizza
and cars would
be quite uninteresting, and
I asked them
to reduce it
to 10 things,
madeline
and make
lafave
it what
they love about the opposite sex,
as I noticed that much of the original 50 was on this topic (a list of
things we hate may be printed at a
later date).
I then took input from a variety
of females about males and pooled
this into a compilation of my own.
Disclaimer: These lists are
meant to be both entertaining and
enlightening. Offense should not be
taken as this piece is purely opinion-based. Responses and input for
future topics are gladly accepted at
lafavem@xavier.edu.

Jake the Bunny
Newswire Holiday Mascot

Ten Things Guys Love about Women
(at least, what Nick Mock and Nate Harrington love...)

She can look good in sweats
If a girl can look good while wearing sweats, just imagine how
she can clean herself up...
Smokin’ hot legs
Long, toned, tan legs with no cankles are universally attractive.
Perfume
This turns dudes’ heads and perks his eyebrows. Pheromones
do wonders.
Flexible (physically/emotionally)
It’s cool when a girl can touch her palms to the ground without
bending her knees. It’s also cool when a girl is laid-back and can go
with the flow.
Lingerie
The right kind can make any guy’s jaw drop—Push-up bras, lace
thongs and anything black.
Good Dancer
A girl that can sway her hips like Shakira or move her body like a
snake is hot in any man’s book.
Cooking skillz
Yes; this is stereotypical, but still holds true. Know your way
around the kitchen.
Intelligence
We like it when you’re not dumb…but we don’t like it when you’re
smarter than we are either.
Eyes
You know you have stunning eyes if he’s looking here instead of
your chest.
Head/Back Scratches
The male G-spot is found during a really good back or head scratch
with just enough nails and just enough pressure.

I want to go to the Spice Girls
concert and I want them to be
taken seriously as musicians.”

“I want freshman guys to stop
asking me out through the Op-Ed
page.”

Katie Rosenbaum
Campus News Editor

Matt Finger
Managing Editor

“I would like a long overdue
contrite apology from the department of Reisdence Life for
censoring the Newswire during
the first week of school.”

“Because I believe that the season
is tainted with greed and over
consumption, I am turning all the
money from my presents and
donating it to children suffering
from arachnaphobia.”

Pat Stevenson
Editor-in-Chief

Emily Hoferer
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Ten Things Girls Love about Dudes
Along with the standard desirable traits of dressing well, white teeth, studly
shoes, regular hygiene and being the most fun ever, here are five more things
the girls love about their dudes:
In Good Shape
It matters to a girl to know that her boy takes care of his body.
Even if it’s not perfect, the effort counts. No, you do not have
to man-tan, use hair gel or take diet pills (in fact, please don’t...
we like Xavier studs, not UC duds), but a sedentary lifestyle is
quite unattractive
Personality
To many, this is more important than looks. In my opinion, if you
can make a girl laugh (learn to recognize the fake laughs...) and feel
good about herself, you’re 80 percent there.
Knowledge/Intelligence
We really are genuinely impressed that you know the stats of
every player who graces the screen on ESPN. We’re even more
impressed when you know just as much about other stuff too.
Interests
Sports, food, friends, family, beer and X-Box...what more is there
to care about? When a guy has individual hobbies beyond standard
college life and beyond us, that’s attractive.
Confidence
Not to be confused with cockiness, a form of false confidence
that oftentimes gets the girl but not the relationship, confidence
is something girls subconsciously love about guys. High selfesteem and confidence in yourself and your abilities, no matter
how vast or slim they are, is a turn on. A confident guy doesn’t
mind looking like a fool because it doesn’t take away from who
he is. Anyone can be a stud, no matter how lame others may
think you are. Confidence=studliness. Straight up.
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Musketeers start stretch with Shootout
JOhn lafollette
Sports Editor

The allure of tickets to the
annual Skyline Chili Crosstown
Shootout brought Xavier students
to the Crosstown Campout in record time this year, but the game
itself has considerably less hype
than in years past.
For starters, Cincinnati head
coach Mick Cronin is far more
likeable than departed former coach
Bob Huggins.
Where Huggins was biting,
crass and rude, Cronin is drawling,
clear and amicable.
Second, Cincinnati fans have
something else to be happy about
this season: their football team.
While head coach Brian Kelly
failed to make good on his promise
to beat Louisville this season, the
Bearcats will be playing in a bowl
game before Jan. 5.
Third, this Xavier squad is
good enough, and playing a tough
enough schedule, that the upcoming game actually does seem like
another important game against a
BCS Conference team.
Even with a rejuvenated Atlantic 10 Conference that will likely
feature two teams in the top 25,
Xavier’s non-conference opponents
are far better than those from its

own conference.
Ranked 17th in both major
national polls, the Musketeers are
entering the heart of their nonconference schedule, with most
of the games scheduled over the
university’s Christmas holiday.
December features the meat
of Xavier’s non-conference plate.
Xavier has already beaten—convincingly—the Creighton Bluejays,
and by month’s end will have faced
Cincinnati, Arizona State, Tennessee and Kansas State.
January features a game against
Virginia and a road trip to Auburn
before conference plays opens on
Jan. 9 against St. Bonaventure.
Of the remaining seven nonconference games, the visits by
Tennessee and Kansas State to the
City of Cincinnati are shaping up to
the be the more important.
Tennessee is currently ranked
11th in the country, and if both
teams continue their winning ways,
the game could feature two oneloss, top-15 teams.
The match-up against Kansas
State is only slightly diminished
by the flight of Bob Huggins from
Manhattan to West Virginia.
As with Tennessee, this game at
U.S. Bank Arena could also feature
two top-ranked teams.

Cincinnati Probable Starters
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Marvin Gentry, G, 6-3, Sr.
Deonta Vaughn, G, 6-1, So.
Jamual Warren, G, 6-2, Sr.
Adam Hrycaniuk, C, 6-10, Sr.
John Williamson, F, 6-6, Sr.
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Xavier Probable Starters
1
5
11
24
34

Josh Duncan, F, 6-9, Sr.
Derrick Brown, F, 6-8, So.
B.J. Raymond, G/F, 6-6, Jr.
Drew Lavender, G, 5-7, Sr.
Stanley Burrell, G, 6-3, Sr.

Running with the Crosstown Campout
Andrew Chestnut
Online Editor

I have always wanted to do a
running diary. It seems nothing
could be more enjoyable than hanging out with your friends, binging
on fast food or TV, and recording
everything that happens.
This year, I camped out with
over 700 other Xavier students,
waiting in line for tickets to the
UC game. I was armed with eight
good friends, copious amounts of
junk food, a “waterproof” tent and
a notebook. A full 77 hours, 2,885
words (and 288 fluid ounces of
Coke) later, I have a piece of paper
granting me entrance to imminent
slaughter of the UC Bearcats, as
well as this journal:
[Readers note: this is extremely
abridged. For the entire version,
please visit www.xavier.edu/newswire.]
Friday
7:30 a.m. – I can’t believe I’m
awake right now. This fact is a
miracle and a travesty at the same
time.
9:49 a.m. – My group just got
tent 57! This is irrefutable proof
that karma is crap.
10:22 a.m. – I just counted 109
tents, which is spectacular. Maybe
we will fill out the student section
this time.
12:25 p.m. – Can you really
“steal” something from the caf? I
mean, doesn’t something have to be

desired before it can stolen?
10:20 p.m. – The inhabitants
of my tent are screaming the lyrics to Ben Fold’s “Bitches Ain’t
Shit,” while another tent of girls
somewhere nearby is belting out the
Spice Girls’ “Spice Up Your Life.”
You know those moments where
you realize that something utterly
ridiculous is happening, and all you
can think is ‘I love college?’ This is
one of those moments.
10:36 p.m. – One of our tent
members almost bailed on us to see
Good Luck Chuck at Gallagher. I’m
not sure if seeing Jessica Alba for
two hours would be worth hearing
Dane Cook for two hours. That
would be like eating a steak dinner
while someone is constantly pulling
out your leg hairs. Official verdict:
get it on DVD, mute it, a throw on
some good music.
1:53 a.m. – Much like Dane

Cook, this rain just won’t stop.
Saturday
11:30 a.m. – I just woke up
(mostly dry!). My hair looks like
an ill-fated genetics experience
involving a cactus.
11:53 a.m. – Allegedly, Sean
Miller is bringing everyone pizza at
noon, and we’re guessing it will be
from LaRosa’s. From now on, this
event is the LaRosa’s-Sean Miller
Crosstown Campout.
Sunday
11:30 a.m. – Welcome to day
three of the White Castle-Dominos-Skyline-LaRosa’s-Sean Miller
Crosstown Campout! I have woken
up with a cold, because I somehow
fell asleep last night in only a Tshirt. Oops.
5:15 p.m. – For God’s sake, these
tents are made out of tarp! How can
they let in so much water? There’s
a sign, right here, that says, “100
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Tent city was larger, faster, than in any other Crosstown Campout. Over
700 people slept in 109 tents all weekend to get tickets.

percent Waterproof.” Lies! How
hard would it be to manufacture
a tent out of waterproof material?
I mean, isn’t the main purpose of
tents to keep the elements off of
your face when you sleep outside?
I hate you, Coleman.
Monday
8:52 a.m. – Oddly, I think that I
have fully adjusted to living in this
tent. It’s my home. I am growing
accustomed to the cold and wet; in
a few thousand more years I might
develop gills.
11:30 a.m. – Everyone is taking

down their tents, which is sad. Sad
because now we all have to stand
around in the rain with nowhere to
sit or lay down.
12:45 p.m. – Thankfully, they’ve
moved everyone inside Cintas
for the last of hour of waiting for
tickets.
1:43 p.m. – Well, I finally have
this ticket. Row H—not bad. I can’t
believe this notebook survived the
weekend. It got wet all three nights,
and was lost in the mess of our tent
at least twice. It certainly has character. I’m going indoors now.

Behind Enemy Lines:

A report on the Shootout atmosphere in Clifton
Tyler Grote
Staff Writer

The don’t hate you. But they
don’t respect you either. Four
miles down the road, students at
UC are also catching the Crosstown Shootout hype.
However, it’s a little different
over there.
If you were following the shootout during the Bob Huggins Era,
you’d be able to grasp exactly how
they feel about this game.
I asked my brother, Adrian
Grote, a junior at UC, what he
thought about the upcoming game
this Wednesday, to which he responded, “Oh is that this week?
How’s Xavier’s football team doing this year?”
Of course, now that their basketball team is close to hitting
rock bottom, UC students turn a
nonchalant cheek and choose to
focus on their upcoming bowl
game for football.
Ben Laugle, a sophomore at
UC, simply says “Xavier kids can
worry about their basketball team;
we’ll worry about partying.”
Obviously, UC students take

the same approach as their former
notorious coach Bob Huggins; that
being since we aren’t looking too
promising right now, this game
doesn’t mean anything.
I assure you, the atmosphere at
UC is a complete opposite from
what is here.
Even if the game was at UC this
year, you would not see any tents
lined up outside of 5/3 Arena.
Well, students of UC, continue
to focus on the football and party
jokes, Xavier will be too busy making sure that the city of Cincinnati
is actually involved in college basketball discussions this year.
As for Wednesday, anyone
who is putting an automatic W in
the win column should be advised
to wait until after Wednesday to
do so.
The underdog always finds a
way to make some noise in this
rivalry; just ask the Musketeers
last year or the #1 ranked Bearcats
from 1999.
While UC may not be catching
the hype for this annual crosstown
rivalry, the rest of Cincinnati is.
Here’s to Cincinnati tradition!

